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1.0 WEATHER AND ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS
In the Central Region, good rains fell at times
during March in the spring breeding areas in the
interior of the Arabian Peninsula and the Horn of
Africa. In Egypt, moderate to heavy rains fell on the
northern Red Sea coast between Marsa Alam and
Hurghada, extending to Baris in the Western Desert
on 8-9 March. Vegetation remained mainly dry on
the Red Sea coast between Berenice and Halaib. In
Saudi Arabia, light to moderate rains fell along the
northern Red Sea coast to the north of Yenbo,
extending into the interior to AL Jawf and Hail.
Consequently, breeding conditions should remain
favorable along the northern coast and improve in
the northern interior. In Yemen, moderate to heavy
rains fell at mid-month and at the end of the month
in parts of the spring and summer breeding areas in
the interior between Ataq and Bayhan, and north of
Wadi Hadhramaut and west of Thamud. Vegetation
was drying out on the Red Sea coast in the absence
of significant rainfall, and ecological conditions
remained favorable only in few places mainly near
irrigated areas. (FAO DL bulletin No.426)
1.1 Djibouti
Report not received.
1.2

Eritrea

Occasional light to moderate rain fell mainly in
the southern Red Sea Zone around Ghelealo
and Tio. Consequently, vegetation continued
to remain green and soil wet during March,
creating favorable ecological conditions for
locust breeding. However, vegetation and soil
conditions reported dry and unfavorable for
locust breeding in the northern coastal areas.
Asmara city has also witnessed an unusual
hailstorm and heavy rain of extensive
distribution on 11th March in the afternoon
hours. Subsequently, a number of streets of the
city experienced heavy flooding and ice
clusters of 1-meter height in some cases, thus
giving rise to traffic jam.
It is reported that a significant amount of
rainfall has occurred in the capital city, its
environs and in some parts of the highland
since the previous week.
1.3

Ethiopia

Widespread rainfall has been reported in most
parts of the country during the month.
Moderate to heavy rains fell over western half
of the country during the first decade of the
month, while light to heavy rainfall occurred in
all parts of the country except in a few arid
areas in the eastern and southeastern parts of
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the country. Light amount of rain fell in localized
areas on the Ethiopian-Djibouti border areas both
during the first and the second decade of March.
There was moderate to heavy rainfall in the arid
areas covering locations northeast to southeast of
Dire Dawa (ex Shinile Zone of Somale region of
Ethiopia) during the third decade.
Rainfall record in
mm at Dire Dawa
Date

0936N/04150E

02/03/2014

20

14/03/2014

9

16/03/2014

2.8

17/03/2014

1.2

Date

24/03/2014

Trace

17/03/14

25/03/2014

42.4

26/03/14
Total

27/03/2014

0.9

28/03/2014

1.1

1.6 Sudan

Total

77.4

During March, ecological condition in most of
the winter breeding areas continued to remain
unfavorable for Desert Locust breeding,
particularly in the Northern and the central
parts of the Red Sea coast.

Annual plants generally have been greening while
perennial plants remained green in most areas of the
country where enough rains fell in the previous
season. The vegetation, mainly in the locust breeding
habitats in the eastern parts was greening with the
exception of a few localized areas. Soil was also wet
creating favorable conditions for locust breeding.
1.3

Kenya

Light to medium rains fell during the first and the
second decade of March mainly in the central, Rift
Valley and western parts of the country.
Consequently, annual vegetation turned green in
areas where rains fell.
1.4

The weather and ecological conditions in the
northwestern parts remained rainless and dry
during most days of the month.
Despite the rainless conditions in the
northwestern parts, low to moderate showers
occurred in parts of the plateau and
escarpment.
The northeastern and central parts of the
country remained rainless and the Shabelleh
region, in the south received low to moderate
precipitation.
Generally, the vegetation condition is drying to
dry throughout the country except for some
greening patches of vegetation on the plateau
and the escarpment where recent rains have
occurred.

Somalia

Recorded rainfall (mm)

1.7

Erigavo
(1061N/4
736E)

Dhubato
1007N/44
48E

Baligubadle
0900N/4400E

3.0

4.0

21.0
25.0

3.0

4.0

4.0

Tanzania

Repot not received.
1.8

Uganda

Most parts of the Country started receiving
showers and thunderstorms in March. Very
heavy rains and hailstorms that occurred in
Kagoma and Jinja Districts hit six villages and
destroyed over 300 houses. In Masindi, over
300 people were displaced by the heavy rains
that also destroyed houses and plantations. In
Luwero and Nakaseke Districts, several
schools were destroyed by the heavy rains
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leaving many pupils affected. The Uganda Water
and Environment Ministry confirmed that most parts
of the Country will receive normal or above normal
rainfall form late March, and advised farmers to start
clearing fields for planting.

2.0 Desert Locust (Schistocerca gregaria)

swarm that covered 110 ha in Awbere, in
northeast of Jijiga at a place called Aws
Shubye (0914N/4309E). Mature transient and
scattered gregarious adults were also seen
along the east adjacent to northwestern
Somalia and Djibouti. These likely could be
remnants of swarms that were moving over the
area and/or from a previous infestation, which
didn’t require control as the population was
very low.

2.1 Djibouti

2.4 Somalia

Desert locust infestation not reported.

During the last two weeks of March, several
small to medium size immature Desert Locust
swarms have been seen flying from the
northwest coast to the plateau and escarpment
(Boroma-Hargeisa). These swarms were also
seen moving and heading to the eastern and
southeastern parts of Ethiopia.
On 24th and 25th, the first immature swarm has
been seen flying from the coastal plains and
has reached at Garbodadar (1014N/4337E) and
flew further to Baki (10 00N/4321E) area that
is near to Boroma (0945N/4310E).
On 26th, a second swarm has been seen in and
around Gabiley District (0945N/4310E) and
has caused heavy damage on natural vegetation
and irrigated farms along nearby Wadis.
On 27th, a third swarm has moved to the
eastern parts of Hargeisa (0934N/4400E) and
flew to southern direction and heading to the
borders of Somalia and Ethiopia.
On 28th, two immature swarms were seen
hovering over Qulujeed(1005N/4300E) (one in
the morning and the other in the afternoon) and
one over Hargeisa heading to the eastern parts
of Ethiopia.
On 30th, another swarm reportedly flew from
Boroma settled at Qulujeed area and caused
damage to natural vegetation.
Latest report has indicated that on 1st April, a
large size swarm has settled in irrigated farms
along wadis around Baki (1000N/4321E),
Horahadley
and
Darasalaam.
Mature
copulating adults and newly hatching hoppers
were also reported in Garaca-Kalowle-Lughaya
areas.

Vegetation in most parts of the Country were
generally greening and green.

2.2 Eritrea
During March, Desert locust situation remained
significant on the Red sea coast mainly in the
southern part of the Red Sea coastal plains due to the
favorable ecological conditions that have existed and
the recent rains in Ghelealo and Foro areas.
In Ghelealo (1539N/3956E), ground control
operation continued against gregarious hoppers of
3rd, 4th and 5th instars and 160 ha have been treated
during the month. Hatching was also reported in Tio,
Ghelealo (1511N/3955E) and Inghel (1528N/3953E)
localities at the end of the month and mature adults
were seen west of Marsa Fatma (1454N/4018E).
2.3

Ethiopia

Several small size immature swarms that crossed
from northwest Somalia have been reported in the
eastern parts of the country. The swarms were
reported moving in the territories of northwest of
Jijiga along the border to Djibouti, Dire Dawa, and
in the Shinile & Aysha plains.
Two immature swarms have also been reported in
Geladin and Boh districts of Warder Zone in the
southeastern parts of the Somali region of the
country. These swarms have crossed from the
northwestern parts of Somalia.
On 23/03/14, an aerial control operation has been
initiated and a DLCO-EA aircraft sprayed 60 liters
of Ethiolathion 95% ULV on an immature swarm
that spread over 80 ha at Aysha (1046N/4234E).
On the same date, ground control teams also sprayed
110 liters of Ethiolathion 95% ULV on an immature

2.5 Sudan
3

During March, groups of hoppers and immature and
mature adults were seen along Wadi Oko/Diib
between Tomala (2002N/3551E) and Sufiya
(2119N/3613E). Egg-laying occurred during the first
half of the month in Wadi Diib. Scattered mature
solitarious adults were seen west of Wadi Diib, in
the central coast and in Tokar Delta. Maturing
scattered gregarious adults also persisted near
Adobana
(1810N/3816E)
and
Karora
(1745N/3820E). 4,219 ha of infestation has been
treated, out of which 3,424 ha was by air.
Breeding occurred in irrigated schemes in the Nile
Valley southwest of Abu Hamed (1932N/3320E)
where hopper bands formed, and a few scattered
mature solitarious adults and at least one adult group
were present. Ground teams treated 450 ha.
Situation in Other countries & Regions (Extracted
from FAO DL Bulletin No. 426)

Central Region: Locust infestations declined in
winter breeding areas along both sides of the Red
Sea due to control operations and drying conditions.
Aerial and ground control operations were
undertaken in Saudi Arabia (23,277ha) and Sudan
(4,669ha) while limited ground control operations
were carried out in Eritrea (160ha) and Yemen (4ha).
Numerous hopper bands persisted on the central
coast of Saudi Arabia and egg-laying occurred on
the northern coast. During the forecast period, adult
groups and perhaps a few small swarms are likely to
appear in the interior of Saudi Arabia and lay eggs in
favorable areas that will cause locust numbers to
increase as hatching and band formation occurs.
Locust numbers are also likely to increase in the Nile
Valley in northern Sudan and, to a lesser extent, in
northern Oman. In the Horn of Africa, several
swarms moved from the northwest coast of Somalia
to eastern Ethiopia where they are expected to
mature and lay eggs that could start to hatch by end
of April. Limited aerial and ground control
operations were carried out in Ethiopia.
Western Region: The situation remained calm
during March. Ground teams treated a few small
hopper groups near irrigated agricultural schemes in
the central Sahara of Algeria. No locusts were
reported elsewhere in the region.

Eastern Region: the situation remained calm
during March. Local breeding occurred at one
place in the interior of southern Iran.
3.0

Forecast until mid-May, 2014

3.1

Djibouti

There is a low risk that a few adult groups
and perhaps a few small swarms may pass
through the southeast from northwest
Somalia to eastern Ethiopia early in the
forecast period.
3.2

Eritrea

Locust numbers should decline on the
coast south of Massawa due to control
operations and drying vegetations.
3.3

Ethiopia

Small swarms are likely to continue to
appear during early April in the Jijiga area
and disperse between Jijiga, Harar, Dire
Dawa and Aysha where they will mature
and lay in areas of recent rainfall. Hatching
and band formation could commence by
the end of April.
3.4

Somalia

Several swarms are likely to continue to
appear on the plateau in early April. Most
of the swarms will cross to eastern
Ethiopia but a few may persist if
vegetation becomes green from recent
rains between Boroma and Burao. If
conditions are favorable adults will mature
and lay eggs that will hatch, leading to the
formation of small hopper bands in May.
3.5

Sudan

Limited hatching may occur early in the
forecast period in Wadi Diib; otherwise
infestations in the northeast and on the
Red Sea coast will decline as vegetation
dries out. Locust numbers are likely to
increase in the Nile Valley between Abu
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Hamed and Dongola as adults and perhaps a
few small groups appear from winter breeding
areas and lay eggs near irrigated schemes.
3.6

Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda

The countries are expected to remain free of
Desert Locust infestations.
4.0

OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS

4.1 Red-billed Quelea birds (Quelea quelea sp.)

More infestations and secondary outbreaks are
expected to occur in the southern, central and
northern regions of Tanzania.
This also could be a source of moth migrations
to Kenya and it is likely that fresh outbreak to
occur in Kajiado, Narok and Machakos
Counties in Kenya.
Therefore, it is highly recommended to
monitor moth migrations and survey locations
of early secondary outbreaks.

4.3 Tsetse fly

4.1.1 Kenya

Infestation not reported.

During the third decade of March, a DLOC-EA
aircraft sprayed 200 liters of Fenthion 60%ULV on
five roosts with an estimated bird population of 4.3
million at Makueni County.

CIFO

4.1.2

Tanzania

A DLCO-EA spray Aircraft has been deployed to
control Quelea infestations, which are reported in
Kilimanjaro and Shinyanga regions. Though, spray
operation has been initiated however, detail of the
operation is not received at the time of compiling of
this report.
4.2
4.2.1

For Director,
04 April, 2014
For more information about the Organization,
please visit DLCO-EA's Website:
www.dlcoea.org. et

African Armyworm (Spodoptera exempta)
Tanzania

During March, Armyworm outbreaks were reported
in Arusha, Mtwara and Mbeya regions however,
details and extent of the infestation is not received at
the time of compiling of this report.

4.2.2 Kenya

Outbreaks with densities of 300-400 worms per
square meter were reported in the primary outbreak
areas in Kilifi, Taita Taveta and Kwale counties
located in the coastal region. Infestation was
reported on an estimated of 400 ha of pastureland
and control operation has been initiated by farmers
in collaboration with the MoA.
Forecast for April, 2014
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