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SITREP No. 4 - 2024/2025 
 

DESERT LOCUST AND OTHER MIGRATORY PEST SITUATION REPORT 
FOR OCTOBER, 2024 

 

 

    Summary 
 

Desert Locust: During October 2024, Desert Locust situation in Sudan was in Threat 
level. Surveys were conducted in Northern River Nile, Kassala states and the summer 
breeding Red Sea State. Breeding gregarious groups were found in Swarit 
(16.583N/36.116E) north Sufiya, Al-shapapit (16.980N/35.025E) east Atbara River and 
Sheikh Tahir (18.435N/37.717E) south Toker. Mature/immature gregarious and solitarious 
adult groups were reported in several locations in west Haiya, west Sufiya, north Tomala 
(Wadi Al-Diib) in Red Sea, Omodam in Northwest Kassala state and west Berber/Algrain 
(Baiyuda Desert) in River Nile. Furthermore, there were reports of hopper bands/groups 
(1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and fledgling).  
 

Control operations were conducted in west Berber and Algrain targeting mature/immature 
groups and hopper bands/groups. A total of 75Ha were treated using 150 L of EC pesticides. 
 

In Somalia, a few isolated immature and mature solitarious adults were seen in the 
northeast of Boroma escarpment (0956N/4313E). 
 

In Ethiopia, DL survey was conducted on 14,00ha in Yalo and Ewa Districts of the Afar 
Administration Region. No locusts were found and no other reports were received from 
other regions. No survey was conducted in Eritrea. 
 

Quelea Bird: In Ethiopia, Quelea birds’ control operation continued in the Oromia (Babile and 
Adamitulu Jido Kombolcha Districts) and Amhara (Jile Timuga and Kewet Districts). An 
estimated 24 million Quelea birds were controlled in 10 roosting sites using 420L of pesticide 
sprayed on 210Ha. Both regions reported 95 to 97% kill and a successful control operation. 
 

Tanzania Quelea Control operations continued in Kibaha and Bagamoyo District in Coast Region 
and Mvomero and Kilosa Districts in Morogoro Region. An estimated 27 million birds were 
controlled on 15 roosting sites covering 354Ha using 960L of Bathion 60% ULV. 
 

In South Sudan Quelea bird roosts were reported in Renk north, Mazalat canal, Gazera, 
Abokhdera and Jabalan near boarder with Sudan.  DLCO-EA deployed aircraft for aerial control. 
 

Other Member Countries in the region were free from quelea bird outbreaks 
during the reporting period. 
 

African Armyworm: No outbreak has been reported in the region. 
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1.0 WEATHER AND ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS HIGHLIGHTS 
 
 

1.1 Djibouti 
 
Report not received. 
 
1.2 Eritrea 
 
There was light to moderate rainfall recorded 
in the country during the month. According to 
the report of experts, about 20-40 mm rain 
was recorded around the Northern Red Sea 
coast around Massawa, Foro and Afabet areas 
late in the month.  
 
The vegetation status and soil moisture were 
drying along the Red Sea coast. 
 
1.3 Ethiopia 
 
In October, sunny and rainy weather 
conditions prevailed throughout Ethiopia. 
Light to moderate rains fell in most parts of 
the country, including the DL winter breeding 
and invasion areas, during the first and third 
weeks of the month.  
 
Consequently, both annual and perennial 
vegetation was green, and the soil was wet. 
Generally, the ecology was favorable for Desert 
Locust activities. 
 
1.4 Kenya 
 
During October, some light to moderate rains 
fell in the central, Rift Valley, in the 
northwestern and western parts of the 
country. Temperatures had started to warm up 
and annual vegetation were drying out in the 
northern, northeastern and eastern parts of 
the country 
 
1.4 Somalia 
 
In October, light rains fell in the most areas of 
inland areas of Awdal, Togdheer as well as 
Sanaag regions.  

1.5 South Sudan 
 

Report not received. 
 

1.7 Sudan 
 

During October 2024, light rainfall was 
recorded in scattered areas of the summer 
breeding zone. Central and southern coast of 
the Red Sea received moderate to heavy rains 
during last week of October in winter breeding 
areas.  
 
The vegetation cover was green in most of the 
surveyed areas and irrigated schemes. 

 
1.8 Tanzania 

 
Most parts of Tanzania continued to experience 
dry weather conditions and long sunny periods 
with moderate cloudy coverage. However, some 
parts in most highlands, Northern coast of 
Indian Ocean and areas around Lake Victoria 
reported light showers during October.  

 
1.9 Uganda 

 
The rains intensified in most parts of Western, 
South-western and central Uganda with heavy 
rains and thunder storms recorded in several 
places. Parts of Northern, North Eastern 
continued to record near average rainfall with a 
few places recording below average rainfall   
Overall, the second rains were on course in 
most parts of the Country as forecasted by the 
Uganda National Meteorological Authority 
(source: www.unma.go.ug/climate/seasonal-
forecasts). 
 
Vegetation: Vegetation was mostly green in 
most parts of Uganda, and greening in parts of 
the cattle corridor  of Central and South 
western Uganda. Overall, the bigger part of the 
Country was green. 

http://www.unma.go.ug/climate/seasonal-forecasts
http://www.unma.go.ug/climate/seasonal-forecasts
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2.0 DESERT LOCUST (Schistocerca 

gregaria) SITUATION, October 
2024 

 

2.1 Djibouti 
 
No reports received. 
 
Forecast 
 

No Locust development will be expected in 
the forecast period 
 
2.2 Eritrea 
 

Desert locust survey was not conducted and no 
locusts were reported in Eritrea.  
 

Forecast 
 

Small scale winter breeding is expected to 
start if more rainfall occurs in the winter 
breeding areas. Maintaining survey and 
follow-up is essential in the breeding areas. 
 

2.3 Ethiopia 
 
A Desert Locust survey was conducted on 
14,000Ha in Zone 4 (Yalo and Ewa Districts) 
of the Afar Administration Region. No Locusts 

were found.  
 

Forecast 
 

No significant development expected during 
the forecast period. 
 

2.4 Somalia 
 
During October, a few isolated immature and 
mature solitarious adults were seen in the 
escarpment northeast of Boroma 
(0956N/4313E). 
 

Forecast 
 

Low numbers of solitarious adults may 
appear along the northwest coast, where 
small-scale winter breeding could occur if 
there is more rainfall. No significant 
developments are likely. 

 

2.5 Sudan 
 
Desert Locust (DL) situation was in Threat 
level in Sudan during October 2024. Surveys 
were conducted on 97,950Ha in Northern, River 
Nile, Kassala states as well as the summer 
breeding belt in the Red Sea state.  
 
Breeding gregarious groups were found in 
Swarit (16.583N/36.116E) north Sufiya, Al-
shapapit (16.980N/35.025E) east Atbara River 
and Sheikh Tahir (18.435N/37.717E) south 
Toker.  Mature/immature gregarious and 
solitarious adult groups were reported in several 
locations west Haiya, west Sufiya, north 
Tomala (Wadi Al-Diib) in the Red Sea, 
Omodam in Northwest Kassala state and west 
Berber/Algrain (Baiyuda Desert) in River 
Nile, furthermore, reports of hopper 
bands/groups (1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and fledgling) 
were received. 
  
Control operations conducted in west Berber and 
Algrain targeted mature/immature groups and 
hopper bands/groups. A total of 75Ha, were 
sprayed using 150L of EC pesticides.  

 
Desert Locust situation 01–31 October 2024 

(Locust control Department, Sudan Monthly 
Desert Locust Bulletin, No. (226) October 2024.  
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Forecast 
 

Scattered locusts are expected to congregate, 
concentrate and migrate to Red Sea coast, 
particularly central coast and Toker Delta. 
Also, Baiyuda Desert will receive small 
swarms and groups of DL from Western 
states. 
 
Therefore, regular surveys and close 
monitoring in summer and winter breeding 
areas are highly recommended during the 
forecast period. 
 
2.6 Kenya Uganda, South Sudan and 
 Tanzania 
 
During October, 2024, no Desert Locusts 
were reported. 
 
Forecast 
 
Desert Locust situation will remain calm in 
November, 2024. 
 
3.0 DESERT LOCUST SITUATION IN 

THE CENTRAL AND OTHER 
REGIONS 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAO DLIS   bulletin No. 553 (4 November 2024) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4.0 OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS 
 
4.1 Red-billed Quelea birds (Quelea 

quelea sp.) 
 
4.1.1 Ethiopia 
 
Quelea birds’ control operations using the 
DLCO-EA spray aircraft continued in Oromia 

WESTERN REGION: CALM 
SITUATION. Low numbers of adults and a few 

hoppers in west and northeast of Chad, central Niger, and 

in Mauritania; a few adults in southern Algeria. 

FORECAST. Once the summer vegetation dries out in 

the northern Sahel, a few small groups could form in 

northwest Mauritania for control, and perhaps in the 

Air Mountains of Niger, northeast Mali, and Chad. 

Some locusts could eventually move to southern and 

central Algeria. 

CENTRAL REGION: CAUTION 
SITUATION. Scattered locusts, groups and several bands 

in northern and eastern Sudan (75 ha treated); scattered 

adults, few hoppers and small groups in Saudi Arabia; few 

hoppers and adult groups in the interior of Yemen; isolated 

adults in southeast Egypt and northwestern Somalia. 

 

FORECAST. Adults, groups and possible a few small swarms 

will gradually move from the interior of Sudan to the 

Red Sea coast. Locust numbers will increase as rainfall 

occurred and winter breeding commences in Sudan, Saudi 

Arabia, Eritrea, Yemen, and perhaps southeast Egypt and 

northwest Somalia if there is more rainfall along the Red 

Sea and Gulf of Aden coasts. Some control is needed in 

Sudan and may be needed in some other countries. 
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(Babile and Adamitulu Jido Kombolcha 
Districts) and Amhara (Jile Timuga and Kewet 
Districts) Administrative Regions. An 
estimated 24.3 million Quelea birds were 
controlled in 10 roosting sites and 420L of 
pesticide was sprayed on 210Ha. Both regions 
reported 95 to 97% kill indicating a successful 
control operation. 
 
Forecast 
 
Quelea bird invasions are expected in Afar 
and Amhara regions of the country in the 
forecast period. Therefore, it is highly 
important to monitor the area for early 
detection and action. 
 
4.1.2 Tanzania 
 
Quelea control operations continued in Kibaha 
and Bagamoyo District in Coast Region and 
Mvomero and Kilosa Districts in Morogoro 
Region. An estimated population of 27 million 
birds affecting rice were controlled on 15 
roosting sits covering 354Ha using 960L of 
Bathion 60% ULV.  
 
Forecast 
 
In November, control operation will 
continue in Mvomero district of Morogoro 
region.  Monitoring Quelea birds is still 
necessary in Southern Morogoro 
(Kilombero), the Coastal, Manyara and 
Tabora regions where rice is growing. 
 
4.1.3 Kenya 
 
During October, there were initial reports of 
small flocks of Quelea bird pest infestation in 
Kiriyaga County. This is expected to increase 
in the month of November, since most crop in 
the irrigation scheme have now reached the 

vulnerable stage.  

 

 

 

Forecast 
 
Monitoring birds around Kiriyanga is 
important during the forecast period. 
 
4.1.4 South Sudan 
 
Reports of Quelea birds’ infestation were 
received from the Upper Nile State, Thyara 
Scheme, Renk scheme, Kal Agang Kodok, Wal 
canal. The roosts were confirmed at Renk 
north, Mazalat canal, Gazera, Abokhdera and 
Jabalan near the border with Sudan.        
DLCO-EA deployed a spray aircraft for aerial 
control. 
 
Forecast 
 
The bird population is likely to increase in 
November. Continuous survey and 
monitoring is recommended.  
 
4.1.5 Djibouti, Eritrea, Somalia, 

Sudan, and Uganda 
 
No quelea bird infestations were reported 
during October, 2024. 
 
Forecast 
 
The situation remains calm in the coming 
month. 
 

4.2 African Armyworms (Spodoptera 
Exempta) 

 
4.2.1 Tanzania 
 
No reports of African Armyworm in October, 
2024. 
 

Forecast 
 
African armyworm infestations are expected in 
Mbeya and Lindi Regions on seasonal maize 
crop and other cereals, there is the need for close 
monitoring and installing of the pheromone 
traps for early detection and action. 
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4.2.2 Kenya 
 
During the month there were no reports of 
African Armyworm pest infestation in the 
country. 
 
Forecast 
 
In November, the African armyworm 
situation is expected to remain calm. 
However, it is recommended to install 
pheromone traps for early detection and 
action. 

 
4.2.3 Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 

Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, 
and Uganda 

 
No report of African Armyworm infestation 
was received from these countries. 
 
Forecast 
 
The situation is expected to remain calm             
during the forecast period. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4.3 Fall Armyworm (FAW) (Spodoptera 

frugiperda) 
 
The FAW infestation and control was continued 
in South West and Southern Administrative 
Regions of Ethiopia where 2107 Ha were 
infested in 22 Districts. 
  
Cultural and chemical control was carried out 
on 1706Ha and 364Ha, respectively and 365L 
of pesticide were used in the latter. 
 
It is also reported in other DLCO-EA Member 
Countries except in Djibouti. Most Maize and 
Sorghum growing areas are infested by FAW. 
 
4.4 Tsetse Fly (Glossina spp.) 
 
No reports from Member Countries were 
received about Tsetse flies and the associated 
diseases during October, 2024. 
 
 
CIFO 
for the Director, DLCO-EA  
05, November 2024  
www.dlco-ea.org 

http://www.dlco-ea.org/

