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SITREP No. 5 - 2024/2025 

 

DESERT LOCUST AND OTHER MIGRATORY PEST SITUATION REPORT 
FOR NOVEMBER, 2024 

 
    Summary 

Desert Locust: In Sudan, surveys were conducted in Northern, River Nile and Red Sea states. 
Mature/immature swarms were seen in in the Northern State and in the Red Sea state, breeding 
and mature/immature (solitarious/gregarious) adult groups were found in several locations in the 
central coast and subcostal areas. Furthermore, numerous of hopper bands/ groups in different 
stage (2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and fledgling) were reported. Total surveyed area was 74,060 ha 

Control operations targeted mature/ immature adult groups and hopper bands/groups treated a 
total of 3,784 ha, using 4,068 L of (ULV and EC) pesticides. Elsewhere, scattered solitarious and 
gregarious adults were found in most of the surveyed areas. 

Eritrea: Desert locust surveys were conducted along the Northern Red Sea coast of Eritrea 
(winter breeding areas).  Maturing and mature low-density adults and hoppers were seen during 
survey. Ground Control was carried on a total of 200 ha.  

Ethiopia: Surveys were conducted on 22,100 hectares in various districts of the Somali region. No 
locusts were found during survey and no reports of locust were received from regions 
 
Somalia: In November, a few mature solitarious adults were copulating in the plateau, south of 
Hargeisa, while a few isolated immature adults were present in the escarpment of the Daallo 
Mountains west of Erigavo. Along the northwest coast, a few isolated immature and mature adults 
were seen near Silil (FAO) 

Quelea Bird: In Ethiopia, Quelea birds’ control operation was continued in November 2024 in 3 zones 
and 5 districts of the Amhara Administrative Region. The aerial control treated an about 14 million birds in 
14 roosting sites using 528lt of pesticide on 269.5ha. From the sprayed sites, 98% kill was reported. 

Tanzania: During November 2024, Quelea control continued in Babati and Moshi districts of Manyara and 
Kilimanjaro Regions respectively where eight roosts were sprayed successfully controlling about eight 
million birds using  325 lits of Fenthion 60 % ULV  

In South Sudan: Quelea bird control was done in November in upper Nile State. An estimated 8.8m birds 
were controlled using 200 liters of Fenthion ULV 

African Armyworm: No outbreak has been reported in the region. 
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1.0 WEATHER AND ECOLOGICAL 
CONDITIONS HIGHLIGHTS 

 
 

1.1 Djibouti 
 

Report not received. 
 

1.2 Eritrea 
 
There was moderate to heavy rainfall recorded 
in the country during the month especially 
along the Red Sea coast. As a result, vegetation 
was greening and green and the soil moisture 
was wet throughout region. The vegetation 
status and soil moisture were drying along the 
Red Sea coast. 

1.3 Ethiopia 
 
In November, sunny and chilly weather 
conditions in the morning and at night 
prevailed throughout Ethiopia. Light rains fell 
in some parts of the country during the first 
week of the month.  

The annual vegetation was drying and 
perennial vegetation remained green, and the 
soil was dry except in the areas where have been 
received rain. Generally, the ecology was 
favorable for Desert Locust activities in the 
winter breeding areas. 
. 

1.4 Kenya 
 
Most parts of Kenya received moderate to 
heavy rainfall during the month. 
 

1.5 Somalia 
 
During November, 2023 moderate and light 
rains fell in North-west (around Awdal region) 
and North-east (Nugal, mudug as well as 
Sanaag) regions which was favorable for Desert 
locust breeding. The Deyer rain season 
expected to continue particularly in the North 
western part of the country. 

 
 

1.6 South Sudan 
 

Report not received. 
 

1.7 Sudan 
 
During November 2024 heavy to moderate rains 
recorded along the coast of the Red Sea causes 
Floods in southern coast. The vegetation started 
drying in the summer breeding while greening to 
green in winter breeding areas. 

 
1.8 Tanzania 

 
During November, from the second week 
onwards, most parts of Tanzania experienced 
moderate to heavy rainfall. A sequence of heavy 
rain with lightning and thunderstorms were 
reported in Mbeya, Songwe, Iringa, Njombeand 
Rukwa regions in Southern Highlands, Lindi, and 
Mtwara along the Indian Ocean. South coast, 
Dodoma, Singada, Ruvuma in central and 
southern zones. North eastern high lands, 
western parts including Kigoma, Tabora Regions 
and Lake Victoria basin also reported moderate to 
heavy rain during the second and fourth weeks of 
the month.  
 

1.9 Uganda 
 
The month of November, 2024 recorded a 
continuation of wet conditions over most parts of 
the Country with reduced rainfall in Karamoja 
region. Heavy rainfall conditions were recorded 
in Southwestern region (mainly in parts of Kigezi, 
Ankole), Central Region especially greater 
Masaka and some parts of Eastern Uganda. The 
heavy rains resulted into destruction of several 
properties and infrastructure such as roads and 
human deaths in some parts of the Country. The 
rainfall forecast shows continuation of wet 
conditions in most parts of the country. The 
November forecasts from the Uganda National 
Meteorological Authority is attached (source: 
www.unma.go.ug/climate/dekadals) 

Vegetation is mainly green across most parts of 
Uganda. 

http://www.unma.go.ug/climate/dekadals
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2. DESERT LOCUST (Schistocerca 
gregaria) SITUATION, October 
2024 

 
2.0 Djibouti 
 
No reports received. 
 
Forecast 
 
No Locust development will be expected in the 
forecast period 
 
2.1 Eritrea 
 
Survey and control operations were conducted 
along the Northern Red Sea coast of Eritrea. 
Ground control was conducted against 
gregarious hopper groups and breeding groups 
on the Northern Red Sea coast around Afabet. 
In addition, immature, mature groups and 
immature low-density adults were controlled 
near Afabet sub-regions. Low density mature 
adults were also detected around Mehimet and 
Afabet.  

A total of 200 ha infested area was successfully 
controlled during the month and the operation 
is in progress.  

Map 1. Desert locust situation in Eritrea during 

1-30 November, 2024 (information office 

Eritrea) 

 

 

Forecast 
 

In the forecast period, locust breeding is expected 
to increase as the environment started to be 
favorable for their survival and breeding. 
 
2.2 Ethiopia 
 
Surveys were conducted over 22,100 hectares in 
Somali region Korahe, Jarer, Fafen, and Sitti 
zone, including the districts of kebridehare, 
Ararso, Degehabure, Birkote, Kebribeyah, 
Shekoshi, Shinele, Denbel and Erer, areas where 
locust winter breeding historically occurs.  

These surveys were conducted by experts from 
the Ministry of Agriculture (MoA), as well as 
regional, zonal, and district. Survey data and 
information from Desert Locust scouts confirmed 
the absence of Desert Locust activity throughout 
the country.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Map 2. Desert Locust Situation in Ethiopia, 
November 2024 (Information office PPD Ethiopia) 

Forecast 
No significant development expected during the 
forecast period. 
 
2.3 Somalia 
 

During November, a few mature solitarious adults 

were copulating in the plateau south of Hargeisa 

(0931N/4402E), while a few isolated immature 

adults were present in the escarpment of the 

Daallo Mountains west of Erigavo 

(1040N/4720E). Along the northwest coast, a few 
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isolated immature and mature adults were seen 

near Silil (1058N/4326E) and Berbera 

(1028N/4502E). 

 

FORECAST 
Low numbers of solitarious adults are likely to 
appear along the northwest coast, where 
small-scale winter breeding could occur if 
there is more rainfall. No significant 
developments are likely. 

2.4 Sudan 
 
Desert Locust (DL) situation was in the danger 
level in Sudan according to survey operations 
conducted in November 2024, in Northern, 
River Nile and Red Sea states. 
Mature/immature swarms (3) were seen in 
Amttar   
(17.831N/30.850E),(17.802N/30.823) in the 
Northern state and Mosmar 
(18.190N/35.626E) in the Red Sea state, 
breeding and mature/immature 
(solitarious/gregarious) adult groups were 
found in several locations in the central coast 
and subcostal areas around Haiya, and 
subcostal areas , Toker Delta in the Red Sea 
state, Berber northward to Abu Hamed, 
Baiyuda Desert and east west Atbara 
River in River Nile in addition to around 
Karima in the Northern state, furthermore, 
numerous of hopper bands/groups in different 
stage(2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and fledgling). Control 
operations targeted mature/immature adult 
groups and hopper bands/groups in west 
Berber,Baiyuda Desert, east and west Atbara 
River, south Abu Hamed in the River Nile and 
around Haiya and central coast in the Red Sea. 
Total treated area was 3,784 ha, using 4,068 
L of (ULV and EC) pesticides. Elsewhere, 
scattered solitarious and gregarious adult were 
found in most of surveyed areas. Total surveyed 
area was 74,060 ha. 
  
Forecast 

 
Scattered locusts are expected to congregate, 
concentrate and migrate to Red Sea coast, 

particularly central coast and Toker Delta. Also, 
Baiyuda Desert will receive small swarms and 
groups of DL from Western states. 

Therefore, regular surveys and close monitoring 
in summer and winter breeding areas are highly 
recommended during the forecast period. 
 

 
Map 3 Desert Locust Situation in Sudan, 
November 2024 (Information office PPD Sudan) 
 
2.5 Kenya Uganda, South Sudan and 
 Tanzania 
 
During November, 2024, no Desert Locusts 
were reported. 

Forecast 

Desert Locust situation will remain calm in 
December, 2024. 
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3.0 DESERT LOCUST SITUATION IN THE 
CENTRAL AND OTHER REGIONS 

 

 

FAO DLIS   bulletin No. 554 (5 December 2024) 
 
 

 
 

4.0 OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS 
4.1 Red-billed Quelea birds (Quelea 

quelea sp.) 
 
4.1.1 Ethiopia 

 
Quelea birds’ control operation continued in 
November 2024 in 3 zones and 5 districts of the 
Amhara Administrative Region. The DLCO-EA 
Aircraft was conducting the spraying from 1st to 
14th November 2024 and the Government Aircraft 
from 15th to 18th November 2024. Totally an 
estimated population of 13.465 million Quelea 
birds were controlled in 14 roosting sites using 
528lt of pesticide on 269.5ha. From two sprayed 
sites 98% kill was reported. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forecast 

Quelea bird invasions are expected in Afar and 
Amhara regions of the country in the forecast 
period. Therefore, it is highly important to 
monitor the area for early detection and action. 
 
4.1.2 Tanzania 

 
During November 2024, Quelea control 
continued in Babati and Moshi districts of 
Manyara and Kilimanjaro Regions respectively 
where eight roosts were sprayed successfully and 
control about 8 million birds using   325 lits of 
Fenthion 60 % ULV  

 

 

Area controlled 
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Forecast 

The control operation in Moshi and 
Kilimanjaro is ending and control operation 
will continue in Chita Relini and JKT in 
Kilombero District of Morogoro Regions. 
Monitoring Quelea birds in the above-
mentioned region is important. 
 
4.1.3 Kenya 
 
During the month, there were reports of Quelea 

bird pest infestation in Kiriyaga, Meru. Nakuru 

and Narok Counties. Control operations were 

undertaken in Meru, Nakuru and Narok  

Counties (Map-4) where a total of 17.8million 

birds were controlled averting a loss of KES. 

534 million (USD. 4.12 million). However, the 

bird population in Kirinyaga County didn’t 

warrant any control operation. 
Map 4: Quelea Control Map Kenya_ November 
2024 (Plant Protection Directorate Kenya) 

 

Forecast 

Quelea bird infestation may be observed at 
Kirinyaga County where there is Rice in 
Mwea irrigation scheme, and also Migori 
and Narok Counties and Lower Kuja 
Irrigation Schemes and Wheat in Mau 
Narok will get quelea infestation. Therefore, 
monitoring is very important.  

 

 

4.1.4 South Sudan 

Reports of Quelea birds’ infestation were 
received from the Upper Nile State, Thyara 
Scheme, Renk scheme, Kal Agang Kodok, Wal 
canal. The roosts were confirmed at Renk 
north, Mazalat canal, Gazera, Abokhdera and 
Jabalan near the border with Sudan.  DLCO-EA 
aircraft controlled an estimated 8.8million 
birds in upper Nile State, South Sudan.  

Forecast 

The bird population is likely to decrease in 
December. Continuous survey and monitoring 
are recommended.  
 
4.1.4 Uganda 

 
Quelea birds were reported in Kibimba rice 
scheme in eastern Uganda. Control operations 
are yet to be done.  
 
Forecast:  

The bird population is likely to decrease in 
December. Continuous survey and monitoring 
are recommended.  
 
4.1.5 Djibouti, Eritrea, Somalia, 

Sudan 
 
No quelea bird infestations were reported 
during November, 2024. 

Forecast 

The situation remains calm in the coming 
month. 

 
4.2 African Armyworms (Spodoptera 

Exempta) 
 
4.2.1 Tanzania 

 
No reports of African Armyworm in October, 
2024. 

Forecast 

African armyworm infestations are expected in 
Mbeya and Lindi Regions on seasonal maize crop 
and other cereals, there is the need for close 
monitoring and installing of the pheromone traps 
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for early detection and action.  

4.2.2 Kenya 
 
During the month, there were no reports of 
African Armyworm pest infestation in the 
country. However, the directorate is still 
continuing with monitoring of the pest using 
pheromone traps in the 12 primary outbreak 
counties.   

Forecast 

The African armyworm situation is expected 
to remain calm. However, it is recommended 
to continue monitoring the pheromone traps 
for early detection and action. 

 
4.2.3 Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 

Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, 
and Uganda 

 
No report of African Armyworm infestation 
was received from these countries. 

Forecast 

The situation is expected to remain calm             
during the forecast period. 

 
4.3 Fall Armyworm (FAW) 

(Spodoptera frugiperda) 
 
There were reports of Fall Armyworm 
infestation in Western and central regions of 
the Kenya where there are second (short 
rain) season maize crops. 

The FAW infestation and control was 
conducted in South West and Southern 
Administrative Regions of Ethiopia where 
2107Ha were infested in 22 Districts.  

Cultural and chemical control were carried 
out on 1706Ha and 364Ha, respectively and 
365L of pesticide were used in the latter. 

It is also reported in other DLCO-EA 
Member Countries except in Djibouti 
affecting Maize and Sorghum growing areas.  
 
 
 

4.4 Tsetse Fly (Glossina spp.) 
 

No reports from Member Countries were 
received about Tsetse flies and the associated 
diseases during November, 2024. 

 

 

CIFO 
for the Director, DLCO-EA 
 07, December 2024  
www.dlco-ea.org 

http://www.dlco-ea.org/
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