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DESERT LOCUST AND OTHER MIGRATORY PEST SITUATION REPORT FOR
DECEMBER, 2024

Summary
Desert Locust:

Sudan: Surveys were conducted in Northern, River Nile and Red Sea states. Breeding/mature/immature
swarms (28) were seen in in the Northern State and in the Red Sea state and Breeding and mature/immature
(solitarious/gregarious) adult groups were found in several locations in the coastal areas from Arbaat north
Port-Sudan to Eritrean border. Furthermore, numerous of hopper bands/groups were reported in different
areas at different stages (1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and fledgling). Total treated areas were 3,035 ha (720 ha
aerial), using 3,774 L of (ULV and EC) pesticides.

Eritrea: Desert Locust survey and control operation was conducted in the Northern Red Sea coast of the
country around Afabet and Mehimet1st-5th gregarious hopper groups, fledgling, immature groups were and
low-density mature adults near Embere as well as scattered solitarious hoppers and adults were present
around Mersa Cuba sub-regions in the area Emit.

Ground control teams treated a total of 7386ha in December 2024.control operation is ongoing.

Somalia: Survey was conducted in the coastal, sub-coastal, and inland areas of the locust breeding in the
northwest regions. Scattered solitary adults were found during the survey.

No Desert Locust reports were received from other member countries

Quelea Bird:

In Ethiopia, aerial control operations were carried out in December 2024 controlling an estimated 6
million birds using 361 liters of Bathion 64% ULV. The control was done on three sites covering 180.5 ha in
Tigray region.

Tanzania: During December 2024, Quelea control operations continued in two districts of Mwanga and
Moshi in Kilimanjaro Region. 12 sites were sprayed with 525 liters of Queleatox 60% ULV controlling an
estimated population of 31 million quelea birds.

No quelea reports were received from other member countries

African Armyworm: African armyworm larvae have been reported in the coastal counties of Kenya during
the short rainy season. The larvae are in the 3rd to 5th instar stages and are expected to molt to next instar
and pupate in early January. Moths will be expected to emerge in late January, migrate further to primary
outbreak counties (Kwale, Kilifi, Tana River, Taita Taveta, Kitui, Makueni, Machakos, Kajiado, Narok,
Nakuru, Murang’a and Tharaka Nithi.

No African armyworm reports were received from other member countries

Page -1
DLCO-EA Sitrep No. 6 - 2024/2025



1.0 WEATHER AND ECOLOGICAL
CONDITIONS HIGHLIGHTS
1.1 Djibouti

Report not received.

1.2 FEritrea

Moderate to heavy rainfall recorded in the
country during the month especially along the
Red Sea coast. As a result, vegetation was
greening and green and the soil moisture was
wet throughout the region.

1.3 Ethiopia

Dry weather prevailed throughout the month in
most areas, including regions which are
historically prone to Desert Locust invasions
and winter breeding. Cold temperatures
dominated throughout the month.

1.4 Kenya

The short rainy season was already underway in
most parts of Kenya. The first week of the
month experienced moderate to heavy rainfall
at the southern and south eastern part of the
country. In the second week when light rains
were (less than 50mm) recorded in most parts
of Kenya.

1.5 Somalia

During December, 2024 light to medium rains
fell in the winter breeding areas which may

create  favorable ecological conditions
especially during the winter breeding season.

1.6 South Sudan

Report not received.

1.7 Sudan

During December 2024, moderate to light rains
recorded in the central and southern coast of the
Red Sea. The vegetation was green in most of the
winter breeding areas. The vegetation was drying
in the summer breeding while it was greening to
green in winter breeding areas.

1.8 Tanzania

Moderate to heavy rainfalls associated with
thunderstorms started during mid-November
and continued to the third week of December,
particularly in the southern Highlands including;
Mbeya, Iringa, Njombe, Songwe, Rukwa and
Katavi regions. Other zones including Southern
Coastal belt of Indian Ocean, Central, Northern
eastern, Western and Lake Victoria Basin also
received moderate to light showers during
December.

1.9 Uganda

Rainfall: December was the last month of SOND
(Sept-Oct-Nov-Dec) rainfall season. The month
recorded a continuation of wet conditions
observed in November over several parts of the
Country but with reduced rainfall in some places
as had earlier been forecasted in SOND report by
the Uganda National Meteorological Authority
attached

source: www.unma.go.ug/seasonal forecasts).

Vegetation is mainly green across most parts of
Uganda.
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2. DESERT LOCUST (Schistocerca
gregaria) SITUATION, December
2024

2.0 Djibouti

No reports received.
Forecast

No Locust development will be expected in the
forecast period

2.1Eritrea

Desert Locust survey and control operations
were conducted in the Northern Red Sea coast
of the country, around Afabet Mehimet,
Embere, Emit and Mersa Cuba sub-regions.

Gregarious hopper groups, fledglings,
immature groups and low-density mature
adults scattered and solitarious hoppers were
found during the survey. (Map-1)

Ground control was carried out against 1st-5th
instar hoppers and treated a total of 7386ha
infested area during this period and the control
operation is in progress.
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Map 1. Desert locust situation in Eritrea during
1-31 December, 2024 (information office
Eritrea)

Forecast

In the forecast period, locust breeding is

expected to increase as the environment

started to be favorable for their survival and
breeding.

2.2 Ethiopia

No Desert Locusts were reported in December
2024. Survey was not conducted, however
information from regional DL focal persons and
DL scouts confirmed the absence of desert locust

in winter breeding areas (Eastern Ethiopia,
Somali Administrative Region).

Forecast

No significant development expected duringthe
forecast period.

2.3 Somalia

The Desert Locust situation remained calm
during December 2024. Surveys were conducted
in the coastal, sub-coastal, and inland areas of the
northwest regions.

A few isolated and scattered immature and
mature adults and solitary adults with scattered
behavior were observed in the northwest coast
(Map-2).

Map 2 Desert Locust Situation in Somalia,
December 2024 (Information office Somalia)

FORECAST

Small-scale breeding as locust gradually
increases along the Red Sea coast; preventive
control required.
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2.4 Sudan

Surveys operations were conducted on a total
area of 97,400ha in Northern, River Nile and
Red Sea states. Breeding/ mature/ immature
swarms (28 swarms) were seen in NE Atbara
in the River Nile state, between Haiya
(18.250N/36.332E) and Sinkat (18.846N
36.816E), south Suakin in Goob(19.084N/
37.318E) and Gbool (18.690N/37.379E) in the
Red Sea state, Amttar Scheme between
(17.873N /30.888E) and (18.307N/30.684)
south EdDebba and south Dongola (19.094N/
30.603E) in the Northern state. Breeding and
mature/immature solitarious/gregarious adult
groups were found in several locations in the
coastal areas from Arbaat north Port Sudan to
Eritrean border, in the areas between Haiya
and Sinkat in the Red Sea state, around
Dongola in the Northern state, Berber
northward to Abu Hamed, Baiyuda Desert
and west Atbara River in River Nile,
furthermore, numerous of hopper bands/
groups were reported in different areas at
different stage (1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and
fledgling). (Map-3)

Aerial and ground control operations treated
3,035 ha (720 ha aerial), using 3,774 L of (ULV
and EC) pesticides.

Forecast

Swarms and groups expected to continue
migrating from summer to winter breeding
areas due to the favorable condition in Red Sea
Coast. New generation started emerging in
late December in the central and southern
coast in addition to Toker Delta.

Therefore, regular surveys and close
monitoring in winter breeding areas are
highly recommended during the forecasting
period.
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Map 3 Desert Locust Situation in Sudan,
December 2024 (Information office PPD Sudan)

2.5 Kenya Uganda, South Sudan and
Tanzania

During November, 2024, no Desert Locusts were
reported
Forecast

Desert Locust situation will remain calm in
January 2025.
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3.0 DESERT LOCUST SITUATION IN

THE CENTRAL REGIONS

WESTERN REGION: CAUTION

SITUATION. Thete ware groups in Niger (1 450 ha heated)
and Algeria (1 118 ha); ieolated adultz and hoppsrs in
Mauritania; adultz in Morocco.

FORECAST. Small groupe ars liksly o iemain in the Alr
Mountainz of Niger and in southein Algeria, and pethape
narthaast Mall. Low numbers of locusts will parsist in northwest
Mauritania and Morocco. Some comtrol will be nesded.

CENTRAL REGION: CAUTION

SIMUATION. More adult groups and awaums foimsd and
trsated in northamn Sudan {3 435 ha treated) and mowed to
the Red Seaa coast where copulating occuned; some bands
and groups of hoppsiz and adultz increazed in Ertrea
{7 376 ha); zcattered hoppers and adults, and a few groupe
in zouthesst Egypt (B0 ha), Saud) Arabla (564 ha), and the
intanion of Yemen (345 ha); a few immature swarms fomed
in the imtaricn of Oman (477 ha) fiom breeding; soms aduls
in norhwastsn Somalla.

FORECAST. Adult groups and small swaums in the intetior
O Sudan Wil Comtinue o migrate from the: Nile Valley east i
the Red Sea coast. Winter biesding will incieaszs with somsa
groups and bandsz in Sudan and Erltrea. Low numbeiz of
locusta and a few groups are axpectsd in Sawdl Arabla,
aouthsast Egypt. and Yemen az wall as scattersd locusts
in northwest Somalla, especially f mors 1ain cccurs. Afaw
amall swarms could move fiom Oman to the Gulf of Adsn
coaat in Yaman. Soms contiol opsrasions will bs requinsd.

FAO DLIS bulletin No. 555 (6January 2025)

@ adult, group, swarm
& @ hopper, group, band

Map-4 FAO DLIS December 2024)

4.0 OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS

4.1 Red-billed Quelea birds (Quelea
quelea sp.)

4.1.1 Ethiopia

Quelea birds’ control operation continued in
December 2024 in southern zone, Raya
Chercher District, Bage Delbo, and Tseada Meyda
Kebele of Tigray region, starting from November
30 to December 3, 2024. Estimated population of
6 million birds were controlled by air using 181
Litres of Bathion (64% ULV) sprayed on 361 ha of
roosting sites.

The kill assessment after 72hrs of spraying was
about 98%.

Forecast

Quelea bird invasions are expected in Afar and
Amhara regions where irrigated wheat is
growing.

Therefore, it is highly important to monitor the
area for early detection and action.

4.1.2 Tanzania

During December 2024, Quelea control
operation continued in two districts of Mwanga
and Moshi in Kilimanjaro Region. 12 sites were
sprayed with 525 liters of Bathion (60% ULV) to
control an estimated population of 31 million
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birds. Currently the National plant protection
officers conducting field surveys have located
four roosts at Simanjiro district in neighboring
Manyara Region

Forecast
The control operation will continue in
Simanjiro district

4.1.3 Kenya

During the month there were reports of Quelea
bird pest infestation in Meru and Narok
Counties. Control operations were undertaken
in affected counties where a total of 3million
birds were controlled averting a loss of KES. 72
million (USD. 0.56 million).

Forecast

No significant Quelea bird infestations
expected during the forecast period.

4.1.4 South Sudan

No report of Quelea bird during the reporting
period.

Forecast

No significant developments expected.

[ Kenya Counties
[ AAW invaded Counties
0 100 200 km
|

4.1.4 Uganda

The Country remained calm with no reports
of qmﬂpn outbhreaks nor control npp‘mﬁnnq

Forecast:
No significant developments expected.

4.1.5 Djibouti, Eritrea, Somalia,
Sudan

No quelea bird infestations were reported
during December, 2024.

Forecast

The situation will remain calm in the coming
month.

4.2 African Armyworms (Spodoptera
exempta)

4.2.1 Tanzania

No reports of African Armyworm December,
2024.

Forecast

African armyworm infestations are expected in
Mbeya and Lindi Regions on seasonal maize
crop and other cereals, there is the need for close
monitoring and installing of the pheromone
traps for early detection and action.

4.2.2 Kenya

During the month there were reports of African
Armyworm pest infestation in Kilifi and Taita
Taveta counties, (Map-5). The pest was in the 3rd
and 5t instar stages and were expected to molt to
next instar and pupate in early January 2025.

The directorate distributed control materials in
the affected counties and control operation is
ongoing by the county teams.

The counties are also continuing with monitoring
of the pest using pheromone traps, which is also
being undertaken in the other 10 primary
outbreak counties.

Map 5 African armyworm infestation in Kenya,
December 2024 (National plant protection
Kenya)
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Forecast

The African armyworm situation is expected
to extend to other counties (Kajiado, Tana
River, Makueni and Kitui). Therefore, it is
recommended to continue monitoring using
the pheromone traps for early detection and
action.

4.2.3 Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia,
Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan,
and Uganda

No report of African Armyworm infestation
was received from these countries.

Forecast

The situation is expected to remain calm
during the forecast period.

4.3 Fall Armyworm (FAW)
(Spodoptera frugiperda)

Although there were reports of Fall Armyworm
infestation in other DLCO-EA Member
Countries, there were no reports of infestation
in Kenya and Djibouti during the month.

4.4 Tsetse Fly (Glossina spp.)

No reports from Member Countries were
received about Tsetse flies and the
associated diseases during December, 2024.

CIFO

for the Director, DLCO-EA
06, January 2025
www.dlco-ea.org
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