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                                 SITREP No. 08/2024- 2025 

DESERT LOCUST AND OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS SITUATION REPORT       

FOR FEBRUARY, 2025 

Summary 

Desert Locust:   

Eritrea: No Desert Locusts were found during surveys carried out in winter breeding areas.   

Sudan: In February 2025, Desert Locust situation was at a caution level. A total of 90,740 hectares 

were surveyed in the Northern, River Nile, and Red Sea states. Breeding/mature/immature swarms 

and breeding/mature/immature adult groups and bands and hopper groups at various stages (1st, 

2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th) were found in a number of places, including the Red Sea coast from Suakin 

southward to the Eritrean border, and in the Northern state along the River Nile from north Dongola 

(20.052N/ 30.568E) northward to (20.929N/ 30.533E). 

Control operation treated about 3,348 hectares using 3,941 L of pesticides  

Ethiopia: A survey covering 1,100 hectares were conducted in eastern Ethiopia, including Zone 1 

districts such as Logiya and Dupti in the Afar region.  No Desert Locusts were detected. 

Somalia: The Desert locust situation remained calm during February 2025. Surveys were 

conducted in the coastal, sub-coastal, and inland areas of the Desert Locust breeding areas in the 

northwest regions but no locusts were found. 

Quelea Bird: In Tanzania, large flocks of birds were reported in the last week of February in 

Kondoa, Babati and Kishapu in Dodoma, Manyara and Shinyanga regions respectively. The birds 

were causing serious damage to rainfed rice, sorghum, and bullrush millet fields. Survey estimated 

the population approximately 16 million birds foraging in the fields covering about 7,190. The 

deployment of DLCO-EA aircraft for control operations in the affected region has already been 

initiated. 

 

In Ethiopia, an estimated 1 Million birds were controlled in Afar region on 38 ha using 76 litres of 

Bathion 64%ULV 

 

African Armyworm:    

Occurrence was reported in Tanzania, Norther zone (Hanang and Babati). Monitoring is ongoing. 
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WEATHER AND ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS HIGHLIGHTS  

 
1.1 Djibouti 

 
Report not received. 
 

1.2 Eritrea 
 

During the second week of February, the 
Northern Red Sea experienced light to 
moderate rainfall. 

The vegetation status near Mehimet was 
drying out and somewhat drying, the soil 
moisture was also dry. 

1.3 Ethiopia 

No rainfall was recorded, and as a result 

the soil and annual vegetation became dry  

Overall, the habitat remained unfavorable 
for Desert Locust breeding. Temperature 
throughout February, increased, and the 
warm temperature is prevailing across most 
parts of the country. 

1.4 Kenya 

Although one-two days of scattered light 
rains fell mainly in the western parts of the 
country, the month was dominated by dry 
and hot weather conditions.  Annual 
vegetation was dry while perennial 
vegetation remained partially green in some 
areas of the Country.  

1.5 Somalia 

Dry conditions persisted in most parts of the 
northwest and northeast regions. However, 
light to moderate rainfall was recorded 
during the second week of February, as it is 
the onset of GU rainy season 
 
1.6 South Sudan 

Report not received 

1.7 Sudan 

During February 2025, moderate to light 
rains were recorded in the southern coast of 
the Red Sea. 

Vegetation cover was green in southern coast 
and along the River Nile. 

1.8 Tanzania  

During February 2025, some parts of 
Tanzania experienced moderate to heavy 
seasonal rainfall associated with high wind 
intensity and thunderstorms. In western 
zone, some areas in Katavi and Rukwa 
Regions received heavy downpour leading to 
over flooding leaving many people homeless. 
The same happened in Lake Victoria Basin 
particularly in Geita region where many 
people also suffered flooding with swiped 
farms and homes. Southern Highlands, 
Southern zone also recorded heavy to 
moderate rainfall. 

1.9 Uganda  

Apart from a few isolated areas like parts of 
Kampala, Rakai (in Central Uganda) and 
south Western Uganda that recorded some 
isolated light showers (Ref: sample of 6-
hourly forecasts from UNMA: 
[http://www.unma.go.ug), dry and hot 
conditions have been severe in the country.  

Vegetation was dry and drying across most 
parts of the of Country but with green 
patches in several parts of Central, Eastern 
and South Western Uganda.  
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2.0  DESERT LOCUST (Schistocerca 
gregaria) SITUATION, FEBRUARY 
2025 

2.1  Djibouti  

No reports received. 

Forecast  

No Locust development are expected in the 
forecast period 

 2.2 Eritrea 

Desert locust survey was conducted in the 
winter breeding areas of Eritrea. No locusts 
were detected on the surveyed areas.  

The vegetation status in the surveyed area 
was green with dry soil moisture.  

 

 
 
Fig-1 Desert Locust situation 01 -28-February, 
2025 (Migratory pest and desert locust control 

unit Eritrea) 

 
 
 
 
 

Forecast 

No Locust developments are expected. 
However, maintaining regular survey and 
follow-up is advised. 

  

2.3 Ethiopia 

In February, 2025 the survey team comprised 
of regional Desert Locust focal persons and 
scouts conducted a survey covering 1,100 
hectares in eastern Ethiopia, including Zone 1 
districts such as Logiya and Dupti in the Afar 
region. No Desert Locusts were found during 
survey.  

 
(Fig-2) Desert Locust situation 01 – 28 February, 
2025 (MOA information office) 

Forecast 

No significant developments are expected in 
March 2025 

  2.4 Somalia 

The Desert Locust situation remained calm 
during February 2025. Surveys were 
conducted in the coastal, sub-coastal, and 
inland areas of the Desert Locust breeding 
zones in the northwest regions. No locusts 
were seen.  
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Fig-3 Desert Locust situation February, 2025 
(DLIO Somalia) 

Forecast 

No significant developments are expected in 
March 2025 

 2.5 Sudan  

Desert Locust situation in the Sudan was at 
caution level in February 2025, survey and 
control operations continued to cover the 
Northern, River Nile and Red Sea states. 
Total surveyed area was 90,740 ha. 
Breeding/mature/immature swarms (14) 
and breeding/ mature/immature adult 
groups were distributed in several locations; 
in Northern state along the River Nile from 
north Dongola (20.052N/ 30.568E) 
northward to (20.929N/30.533E), and on 
the Red Sea coast from Suakin southward to 
Eritrean border. Furthermore, bands and 
hopper groups at different stages (1st, 2nd 
,3rd, 4th, 5th) and scattered mature and 
immature adult were seen in most of the 
surveyed areas (Fig- 4). 

 
Total area treated was 3,348 ha, using 3,941 
L of pesticide 
  
 

Forecast 

Hatching excepted to continue to mid-
March, the next generation laying at the 
second decade in March in Northern state 
and southern coast, in addition, in Toker 
Delta during the forecasting period.  

Therefore, vigilance, close monitoring and 
early intervention in all winter breeding 
areas and Northern state are highly 
recommended during the forecasting 
period. 

 

Fig-4 Desert Locust situation 01–28 February 
2025 (Locust control Department, Sudan) 

 
 

2.6 Kenya Uganda, South Sudan and 
Tanzania 
 
The above countries were free of Desert 
Locust in February, 2025 
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3.0 DESERT LOCUST SITUATION IN 
THE CENTRAL AND OTHER 
REGIONS 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAO DLIS   bulletin No. 557 DLIS   March, 2025 

 

4.0  OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS  

4.1  Red-billed Quelea birds (Quelea 
quelea sp.) 

4.1.1   Ethiopia 

Quelea bird infestation was reported in 
irrigated wheat production areas of the Afar 
Administrative Regions (Zone-3).  

Aerial control operations treated about 1 
million birds in Afar Administrative Region 
on 38 ha using 76 liters of Bathion 64%ULV.  

Forecast: 

In March, 2025, Quelea birds might 
continue to concentrate on the irrigated 
wheat farms in Oromia, SNNP and Afar 
administrative regions. 

 

4.1.2  Tanzania 

Large flocks of birds in colonies have been 
reported at the end week of February in 
Baati and Kishapu in Dodoma, Manyara and 
Shinyanga regions respectively. These birds 
are causing serious damage to rainfed rice, 
sorghum, and bullrush millet fields. Survey 
estimated the population approximately 16 
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million birds foraging in the fields covering 
about 7,190. Process for deployment of 
Aircraft from DLCO-EA for control measures 
have already been initiated. 

Forecast 

In March, Quelea birds are expected in 
various parts of the country including 
Dodoma (Bahi and Dodoma urban 
Districts), Singida (Manyoni, Singida 
Rural, Itigi and Ikungi districts) and 
Morogoro (Kilosa and Mvomero Districts) 
Regions in the Central Zone. 
 
4.1.3 Kenya 

No quelea infestation report during February 
2025.  

Forecast 

No quelea infestation will be expected 
during March 2025 

4.1.3 South Sudan 

No reports of Quelea birds in February 2025. 

Djibouti, Eritrea, Somalia, Sudan, and 
Uganda 

No quelea bird infestations were reported 
during February 2025.  

Forecast 

The situation is expected to remain calm in 
the coming month. 

4.2 Armyworms (Spodoptera spp) 

4.2.1 Tanzania 

AAW was reported in Norther zone (Hanang 
and Babati). 

Forecast 

The armyworm outbreak is unlikely to 
continue during March, 2025 but close 
monitoring using pheromone traps is 
advised. 

 

4.2.2 Kenya 

No outbreak of African armyworm was 
reported from any of the counties in the 
country  

Forecast 

During March, African Armyworm 
infestations are not expected. But close 
monitoring at Makueni, Kericho, Kisumu is 
advised.   
 

4.2.3 Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, 
and Uganda  

No report of armyworm infestation reported. 

Forecast 

In March, the situation is expected to 
remain calm 

Fall Armyworm (FAW) (Spodoptera 
frugiperda) 

In all DLCO-EA member countries, FAW is 
reported in most maize and sorghum 
growing areas, both in irrigated and rain 
feed farm lands. As reported, this pest 
became resident. Therefore, it is advised to 
monitor the fields regularly   

4.3 Tsetse Fly (Glossina spp.) 

No reports were received about Tsetse flies 
and the associated diseases during February, 
2025 

 

CIFO  

for the Director, DLCO-EA 

 
05, March 2024 
www.dlco-ea.org 


