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DESERT LOCUST AND OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS’ SITUATION REPORT       

FOR APRIL, 2025 

Summary 
 

Desert Locust:   
 

Sudan:  In April 2025, survey and control operations were carried out in the Northern State 
along the Nile River from north of Dongola to the Egyptian border, and in the Red Sea State along 
the coastal areas stretching from the Egyptian to the Eritrean border. A total area of 91,501 
hectares was surveyed. 
 
As a result, both mature and immature gregarious adult groups were detected in several 
locations. In addition, hopper bands and groups at various developmental stages (1st to 5th instar 
and fledgling) were observed. Solitary mature and immature adults, both scattered and isolated, 
were also present in most of the surveyed areas. 
 

Control operation treated 480 ha, using 240L of ULV.  
 

In other frontline countries, Eritrea, Ethiopia, and Somalia, apart from few isolated adults in 
the northwest coast, no Desert Locusts were detected during surveys carried out in April 2025. 
 
Quelea Bird:  Throughout April 2025, Quelea bird control operations were actively conducted 
in various regions across Tanzania. Two DLCO-EA aircrafts operated simultaneously in the 
Shinyanga Region (Lake Victoria Basin), Singida and Dodoma Regions in Central Tanzania, and 
Mbeya in the South Western Highlands. 
 
An estimated 60.8 million Quelea birds had been controlled through aerial spraying. A total of 
1,890 liters of Bathion 64% ULV was applied over an area of 840 hectares. 
  
In Ethiopia, an estimated three million population of Quelea birds’ invasion was reported in one 
zone and two Districts of Afar Administrative Region.   
 
Quelea bird infestations were not reported from other Member Countries in the month of April.   
 

African Armyworm:    No reports of African armyworm in the Member Countries. 
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WEATHER AND ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS HIGHLIGHTS  

 
1.1 Djibouti 

 
Report not received. 
 
1.2 Eritrea 

 
There was no rainfall recorded in the Northern 
Red Sea during April 2025. 
 
The vegetation was drying and dry around 
Mehemet to Karura border of Sudan during the 
survey period, and the soil moisture was dry. 
 
1.3 Ethiopia 

 
Sunny and dry weather predominated across 
the country during April. However, light 
rainfall was recorded in some areas, including 
the Eastern Region, where Dire Dawa received 
11.5 mm of rain during the first and second 
weeks of the month. The prolonged dry spell 
led to the desiccation of annual vegetation, 
while perennial vegetation remained green. As 
a result, soil moisture was dry, and overall 
ecological conditions were unfavorable for 
Desert Locust activity. 
 
1.4 Kenya 
 
Report not received. 
  
1.5 Somalia 
 
The ecological condition of Desert Locust 
breeding areas in northeast regions remained 
mostly dry, while the northwest indicated by 
the greening of vegetation and soil moisture 
was wet, light to medium rainfall was reported 
in the coastal and sub coastal areas of DL 
breeding area in northwest part of the country. 
However, light to moderate rainfall, especially 
during the second week of April and the onset 
of the spring (GU) rainy season, may contribute 
to the slight improvements in soil moisture and 
vegetation growth. 

1.6 South Sudan 
 
Report not received 
 
1.7 Sudan 
 
During April 2025, vegetation cover was dry in 
the most of DL breeding areas. Soil was dry 
except along the River Nile and Irrigated 
Schemes. 
 
1.8 Tanzania  
 
During April 2025, most parts of Tanzania 
experienced normal to above-normal rainfall. A 
series of heavy rainfall accompanied by 
lightning and thunderstorms were reported 
across the western regions, including Rukwa, 
Katavi, Tabora, and Kigoma. These extreme 
weather events led to widespread flooding, 
which severely affected households and 
farmlands, damaged infrastructure, and caused 
the destruction of numerous roads and bridges, 
leaving many people homeless. 
 
Similarly, the Southwestern Highlands (Mbeya, 
Iringa, and Njombe), the Lake Victoria Basin, 
and the Northeastern Zones also reported 
significant incidences of heavy rainfall during 
the same period. 
 
In contrast, the central regions—particularly 
Dodoma, Singida, and parts of Iringa—received 
below-average rainfall.  
 
1.9 Uganda  
 
The month of April was an intensification of 
the first rainy season of March-April-May 
(MAM) for the Country. Moderate showers and 
thunderstorms were recorded across most 
parts of the Country as extended from the 
month of March. Overall, the MAM 2025 
period is already recording near-normal to 
above-normal rainfall over most regions of 



               
DLCO-EA Sitrep No. 10/2024-2025                                                                          Page - 3 
 

  

Western, South Western, Central and Lake 
Victoria Basin, as forecasted by the 
Meteorological Department (Source: 
https://meteo.mwe.go.ug/climate/seasonal-
forecasts). 
 

Vegetation is green across most parts of the 
Country apart from parts of Northern region 
that are yellow. 
 

2.0 DESERT LOCUST (Schistocerca 
gregaria) SITUATION, MARCH 
2025 

 

2.1  Djibouti  
 

No reports received. 
 

Forecast  
 

No Locust development is expected in the 
forecast period. 
 

2.2 Eritrea 
 

Desert locust survey was carried out in the 
Northern Red Sea coast around Karura, border 
of Sudan (17.8331N/38.461E) during 19-20 
April, 2025. No locust was reported on the 
surveyed areas. Desert Locust situation will 
remain calm in the winter breeding areas.  
(Fig-1). 
 

The vegetation status and soil moisture were 
dry on the Northern Red Sea coast.  

Fig-1 Desert Locust situation 01 -30-April, 2025 
(Migratory pest and desert locust control unit 
Eritrea) 

 
 

Forecast 
 
In the forecast period, the Desert locust 
population remains Calm as the winter season 
is over and ecological condition are drier. As a 
result, the vegetation has become dry. 
 
2.3 Ethiopia  
 
In April 2025, Desert locust situation remained 
calm throughout Ethiopia. Survey was conducted 
in eastern Ethiopia. No locusts were found in the 
area, including the spring breeding regions in 
eastern Ethiopia. 
 
Forecast 
 
No significant development in May 2025. 
Regular monitoring and survey around the 
spring breeding areas is recommended. 
   
2.4 Somalia 
 
The Desert Locust situation remained calm 
during April 2025. Surveys conducted in the 
coastal, sub-coastal, and inland areas of the 
locust breeding areas in the northwest regions 
indicated the presence of solitary adults with 
isolated behavior. Surveys conducted at the end 
of the month in the Sool and Sanag regions of 
the DL breeding areas in the northeast 
confirmed absence of locusts. (Fig-2) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Fig-2 Desert Locust situation 01–30 April 2025 
(Locust information office, Mogadishu) 

 
 

https://meteo.mwe.go.ug/climate/seasonal-forecasts
https://meteo.mwe.go.ug/climate/seasonal-forecasts
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Forecast 
 
Isolated adults may persist along the northwest 
coast; no significant developments are likely.  
 
2.5 Sudan  
 
In April 2025, the Desert Locust situation in 
Sudan remained at a Caution level, with 
survey and control operations actively 
continuing. These efforts focused on the 
Northern State, covering areas along the River 
Nile from north of Dongola to the Egyptian 
border, as well as the Red Sea State along the 
coastal belt from the Egyptian to the Eritrean 
border. A total of 91,501 hectares were 
surveyed. The surveys revealed the presence of 
mature and immature gregarious adult locust 
groups in several locations. Key infestation 
areas included Um Helali, Gaap Um Helali, and 
Alhasha west of Dongola, within the 
coordinates of 19.030N/30.150E to 
19.622N/30.273E. Additional concentrations 
were reported near the Egyptian border, 
particularly in Samna (21.446N/31.067E) and 
Ashkat (21.997N/31.394E and Ashkat 
(21.997N/31.394E), The surveys also detected 
hopper bands and groups in various 
developmental stages, from 1st to 5th instars 
and fledglings, indicating active breeding. 
Solitary mature and immature adults were 
scattered throughout most of the surveyed 
zones, signaling a widespread but low-density 
presence. To manage the threat, control 
operations treated 480 hectares using 240 
liters of ULV (Ultra-Low Volume) pesticide. 
The situation requires continued vigilance and 
monitoring to prevent potential upsurges, 
particularly as ecological conditions may still 
support further breeding and swarm formation.  
 
Forecast 
 
No Locust development is expected in the 
forecast period. It is recommended to continue 
survey and control 
 

 
 

 
Fig-3 Desert Locust situation 01–30 April 
2025 (Locust control Department, Sudan) 

 
2.6 Kenya Uganda, South Sudan and 

Tanzania 
 
The above countries were free of Desert Locust 
in April, 2025. 
 

3.0 DESERT LOCUST SITUATION IN 
THE CENTRAL AND OTHER 
REGIONS (FAO DL update April 24 2025) 

www.fao.org/ag/locusts). 

 
The outbreaks that spread to northwestern 
Africa in February and March continued in 
April. Adult groups, small swarms, hopper 
groups, and bands are present in many areas 
from central Algeria to Tunisia and Libya. 
 
Groups are also present in Morocco and 
northern Chad and Niger. Survey and control 
are necessary in all potential spring breeding 
areas to avoid further development. The 
outbreak in Sudan ended along the Nile Valley, 
with only a few adult groups and bands 
remaining. Few groups are still found in Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt. 

http://www.fao.org/ag/locusts
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SITUATION: Adult groups and bands 
increase in Sahara, while few groups and 
bands along the Nile Valley. 

▪ ALGERIA. Hoppers, adults, groups, 
laying and few bands in many sites of 
the south, center, east and north-east; 13 
915 ha treated (1-23 April). 

▪ CHAD. Few bands in the north.  
▪ EGYPT. Few adults, hoppers, groups 

and bands in the south; 70 ha treated                 
(5 April). 

▪ LIBYA. Groups of laying adult, hopper 
groups and bands in northwest, 
southwest and center; 342 ha treated               
(1-23 April). 

▪ MOROCCO. Adults, laying, hoppers and 
groups along the Draa Wadi; 1 071 ha 
treated (1-23 April). 

▪ NIGER. Locals reported transiens adult 
groups in the Aïr and a swarm moving 
northward. 

▪ SAUDI ARABIA. Rain fell in the interior 
on first and second dekad; few late-
instar bands and adult groups; 99 ha 
treated (1-23 April). 

▪ SUDAN. Few adult groups, adults and a 
small band along the Nile valley, few 
adults along the Red Sea coast. 

▪ TUNISIA. Groups of laying adults, 
hatching and hopper groups; treatments 
under way. 

 
FORECAST: Survey and control are 
needed in Western Region, maintain 
surveys in Central Region.  

• Western Region. Spring breeding is 
expected to continue in Algeria, Libya, 
Morocco and Tunisia. In May, new adult 
groups and small swarms are likely to 
begin forming and eventually migrate 
south to the Sahel from June onwards. 
Meanwhile, existing adult groups in the 
northern Sahel may either move north 
into the southern Sahara to breed during 
the spring or remain in place, awaiting 
the early summer rains.  

 
• Central Region. Small scale spring 

breeding may continue along the Nile 
valley of northern Sudan and southern 
Egypt, and start in the interior of Saudi 
Arabia with few hopper groups 
appearing in May.  

• Eastern Region. No significant 
developments are likely. 

Fig-4 DL situation April 1- 24 
 
4.0  OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS  
 
4.1  Red-billed Quelea birds (Quelea 

quelea sp.) 
 
4.1.1   Ethiopia 
 
An estimated three million population of 
Quelea birds’ invasion was reported in one 
zone and two Districts of Afar Administrative 
Region in Ethiopia.  
 
Forecast: 
 
In May, 2025, Quelea bird infestation will 
decline and some populations might 
concentrate on the areas of grassland where 
the grass seeds are available. It is expected 
that in traditional breeding areas of Southern 
Ethiopia localized breeding might start. Close 
monitoring is therefore recommended.  
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4.1.2  Tanzania 
 
Throughout April 2025, Quelea bird control 
operations were actively conducted in various 
regions across Tanzania. Two DLCO-EA 
aircrafts operated simultaneously in the 
Shinyanga Region (Lake Victoria Basin), 
Singida and Dodoma Regions in Central 
Tanzania, and Mbeya in the South Western 
Highlands Fig-4. 
 
An estimated 60.8 million Quelea birds were 
controlled through aerial spraying. A total of 
1,890 liters of Bathion 64% ULV was applied 
over an area of 840 hectares.  
 
Forecast 
 
In May, Quelea bird control operations will be 
expected at six regions in Tanzania, namely 
Morogoro, Mbeya, Singida, Tabora, Shinyanga, 
and Mara. Therefore, survey is recommended 
to locate the roosts and direct the control 
operation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
4.1.3 Kenya 
 
There were no reports of Quelea birds in in the 
country. situation is now calm  
 
Forecast 
 
No quelea infestation will be expected during 
May 2025. 
 
4.1.3 South Sudan 
 
No reports of Quelea birds in April 2025. 
 
Djibouti, Eritrea, Somalia, Sudan, and 
Uganda 
 
No quelea bird infestations were reported 
during April 2025.  
 
Forecast 
 
The situation is expected to remain calm in the 
coming month. 
 
4.2 Armyworms (Spodoptera spp) 
 
No reports of African armyworm infestations 
reported in all Member Countries. And no 
moth catches reported.  
 
Forecast 
 
The Armyworm outbreak is unlikely during 
May, 2025 but need close monitoring. 
 
Fall Armyworm (FAW) (Spodoptera 
frugiperda) 
 
Except in Djibouti in all DLCO-EA Member 
Countries FAW is reported in most maize and 
sorghum growing areas both in irrigated and 
rain feed farm lands. As reported, this pest 
became resident. Therefore, it is advised to 
monitor the field regularly. 
  
 

Fig 4 Quelea control areas in Tanzania April 2025 

Controlled area 
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4.3 Tsetse Fly (Glossina spp.) 
 
No reports received about Tsetse flies and the 
associated diseases during April, 2025. 
 
 
CIFO  
For Director, DLCO-EA 
 
07, May 2025 
www.dlco-ea.org 


