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Summary
Desert Locust:

In August 2025, the Desert Locust (DL) situation in Sudan remained calm, with
comprehensive surveys covering 94,600 hectares in Northern, River Nile, Kassala, and
Red Sea States, where only scattered mature and immature solitarious adults were
detected. In Eritrea, surveys were conducted in both winter and summer breeding areas,
but no locusts were found. Similarly, the situation in Ethiopia was calm. Though no
surveys were conducted, reports from DL focal persons and scouts confirmed the absence
of locusts in the summer breeding areas of eastern Ethiopia, as well as in coastal, sub-
coastal, and inland breeding areas of the northwest and northeast Somalia.

Quelea Bird:

In Tanzania, the Plant Health and Pesticides Authority reported large flocks threatening
rice in the Lower Moshi Irrigation Schemes, with surveillance ongoing to determine the
extent of the infestation and locate roosting sites, enabling DLCO-EA to prepare for aerial
control. Meanwhile, in Uganda, control operations initiated by the Ministry of
Agriculture (MAAIF) in July in Bulambuli District (North Eastern region) were still
underway at the end of August.

In Ethiopia no Quelea bird outbreaks were reported in any region during August 2025;
however, continuous flocks were observed moving toward their roosting and breeding
areas, feeding on grass seeds.

In Eritrea some infestation of bird reported in four subregions of Gash Barka. Survey is
continued to confirm

African Armyworm:

No reports of African Armyworm received from Member Countries in August 2025.
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WEATHER AND ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS HIGHLIGHTS

1.1 Djibouti
Report not received.
1.2 Eritrea

In August 2025, high rainfall was recorded
across the entire country.

Vegetation in the summer breeding areas was
green with wet soil moisture, indicating
favorable ecological conditions. In contrast,
the Red Sea coastal areas experienced dry
vegetation and soil moisture during the
surveyed period.

1.3 Ethiopia

In August 2025, a mix of sunny and rainy
weather prevailed across the country, with
moderate to heavy rainfall recorded
nationwide, including in the desert locust
summer breeding areas.

As a result, both annual and perennial
vegetation were green, and soil was moist.
Overall, ecological conditions were favorable
for Desert Locust activity.

1.4 Kenya

During August, cloudy and cold weather
conditions prevailed across most parts of the
country. Moderate rains also fell at times in
some locations in the western and
northwestern parts of the country, with some
reports of flooding.

Somalia
Light to medium rainfall was reported in the

coastal and sub-coastal areas of the northwest
breeding zones, as well as in other Desert

Locust breeding areas, indicating that
ecological conditions were favorable for
breeding. In the northeastern regions,
vegetation was beginning to green, while in
the northwest, both greening vegetation and

wet soil moisture reflected increasingly
suitable conditions for Desert Locust
development.

1.5 South Sudan
Report not received.
1.6 Sudan

Moderate to heavy rainfall occurred across
most of the desert locust summer breeding
areas, causing floods in several states. Green
vegetation was concentrated along the River
Nile, in irrigated schemes, and throughout
much of the summer breeding zones.

The Inter-Tropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ)
was positioned over northern Red Sea State,
north Halfa near the Egyptian border, and
northern parts of North Darfur State.

1.7 Tanzania

During the reporting period, Tanzania
experienced its long dry season, marked by
predominantly sunny weather, with a mix of
clear and cloudy skies, warm days, and cooler
nights. Only minimal showers were recorded
in the high-elevation areas of Mount
Kilimanjaro and parts of the northern coastal
belt along the Indian Ocean. Average
temperatures ranged between 20°C (68°F)
and 30°C (86°F), though they varied
significantly depending on altitude.
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1.8 Uganda

August is the last month of the JJA
(June/July/August) period and was a
continuation of heavy rainfall activity in
Northern Uganda (Acholi, Lango, and
Karamoja sub regions) including most areas in
Eastern Uganda (Teso, and Elgon districts).
Most parts of the extreme southern western
region experienced dry conditions with
marginal rains in some areas. Several parts of
Central, Lake Victoria Basin and parts
of Eastern Uganda started recording heavy
showers and thunderstorms. The first week of
August forecast is attached (Source:
https://meteo.mwe.go.ug/climate/seasonal-

forecasts).

Vegetation is green and greening in several
parts of Central, Western, South Western
Uganda, and green in several parts of North
and North Eastern.

2.0 DESERT LOCUST (Schistocerca
gregaria) SITUATION, AUGUST
2025

2.1 Djibouti

No reports received.

Forecast

No Locust development will be expected in
the forecast period.

2.2 Eritrea

Desert Locust survey was conducted in both
winter and summer breeding areas of Eritrea.
No locust was reported in all the surveyed
areas.

Forecast

In the forecast period, the summer breeding
season is ending but there is probability of
locust breeding on the Red Sea coast as it
started to rain.

2.3 Ethiopia

No Desert Locusts were reported in Ethiopia
during August 2025. Although surveys were
not conducted, information obtained from
regional desert locust focal persons and scouts
confirmed the absence of locusts in both
summer breeding and potential invasion
areas, including the Afar and Somali regions
in the eastern part of the country.

Forecast

The Desert Locust situation in Ethiopia is

expected to remain calm throughout
September. However, continued close
monitoring is essential, as ecological

conditions remain favorable for breeding.

2.4 Somalia

The Desert Locust situation remained calm
throughout August 2025. Although no surveys
were carried out during the month,
information gathered from district focal
persons, locust scouts, and regional extension
officers indicated the absence of locusts across
all key breeding areas. Specifically, no locust
sightings were reported in the coastal, sub-
coastal, and inland zones of the northwest and
northeast regions.

Forecast

Ecological conditions may become favorable
for desert locust breeding in some areas
where rainfall continues during September.
Coastal districts such as Zaila, Lughaya, and
Berbera in the Northwest—known primary
breeding areas are particular concern. This
condition led to increased vegetation and
moist soil conditions be favorable for locust
to mature and lay eggs.

Close monitoring is recommended to detect
any early signs of breeding activity.
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2.5 Sudan

Dessert Locust situation in the Sudan was at
calm  level during  August 2025.
Comprehensive survey operations conducted
on 94,600 ha in the Northern, River Nile,
Kassala States, in addition to summer
breeding belt in the Red Sea State. Scattered
mature/immature solitarious adults were
present in several locations.

Forecast

Breeding may start in the summer breeding
areas particularly in the Western Region and
around Atbara River, number of scattered
adults are expected to increase during
forecasting period (September).

Therefore, regular surveys and close
monitoring in all summer breeding areas are
highly recommended.

2.6 Kenya Uganda, South Sudan and
Tanzania

The above countries were free of Desert
Locust in August 2025.

Forecast

No Locust development are expected in the
forecast period.

3.0 DESERT LOCUST SITUATION IN
THE CENTRAL AND OTHER
REGIONS (FAO DL September4 2025
No. 563 www.fao.org/ag/locusts).

In August, a small locust outbreak developed
in Mauritania, with hopper and breeding
adult groups observed across the center of the
country, and where mature solitarious adults
continued to be observed. Due to incomplete
information, it remains uncertain whether
similar outbreaks are occurring in other
Sahelian countries. Isolated adults were seen
in Chad. The significant rainfall across the
Sahel during August continues to create

favourable breeding conditions for dispersed
locust populations. Numbers are expected to
increase, with groups continuing to appear in
Mauritania and potentially in Mali, Niger,
Chad and eventually southern Algeria.
Continued surveillance will be essential, and
control measures will likely be necessary to
contain potential outbreaks. In the Central
Region, a few isolated and scattered adults
were present in Sudan, where small-scale
summer breeding may be occurring in the
interior of the country. A few adults were also
reported from Egypt. Breeding is expected to
continue in Sudan and may begin in Eritrea,
Saudi Arabia, Oman, and Yemen. In the
Eastern Region, heavy monsoon rains
persisted along the Indo—Pakistan border, but
no locusts were found. Very small-scale
breeding may still occur, though no significant
developments are expected.

WESTERN REGION: CAUTION

SITUATION. Hopper and adult groups increased in Mauritania
(573 ha treated); isolated adults in Chad.

FORECAST. Summer breeding will increase in southern
Algeria, Chad, Niger, Mali and Mauritania. New adult
groups will appear in Mauritania, and may also in Mali, Niger,
Chad and eventually southern Algeria. Control measures
will be needed.
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4.0 OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS

4.1 Red-billed Quelea birds (Quelea
quelea sp.)

4.1.1 Eritrea

Some infestations of quelea birds reported in
four subregions of Gash Barka. Plant
Protection officers are following and
conducting confirmatory survey.

4.1.2 Ethiopia

No Quelea bird outbreaks were reported from
any region during August 2025. However,
continuous flocks of Quelea birds were
observed moving towards their roosting and
breeding areas around Dire Dawa. The birds
were seen feeding on grass seeds, and their
large numbers-along with their proximity to
potential cropping areas, particularly in the
Oromia and Amhara regions-pose a potential
risk.

Forecast:

As the bird population will increase around
Dire Dawa, close monitoring is strongly
recommended. Additionally, tracking their
Sfuture migration routes will be essential for
planning timely control measures and
preventing significant crop damage during
critical crop growth and feeding stages.

4.1.3 Tanzania

Tanzania Plant Health and Pesticides
Authority has reported the presence of large
flocks of Quelea birds threatening Rice, in
Lower Moshi Irrigation schemes.

Surveillance is ongoing to get the pest extent
and roost/colony locations for the DLCO-EA
to arrange for deployment of aircraft for
control.

Forecast

In September, Quelea birds might continue to
threaten Rice, sorghum and millets in Moshi
District (Lower Moshi Rice Irrigation
Scheme) of Kilimanjaro Region.

Therefore, close monitoring is recommended.

4.1.4 Kenya

Quelea bird infestation was not reported from
any county in August 2025.

Forecast

Small flocks of Quelea bird pest infestation
might be observed at Kiriyaga County.

Therefore, close monitoring is recommended
4.1.3 South Sudan

No reports of Quelea birds were received in
August 2025.

Forecast

Small flocks of Quelea bird pest infestation
might be observed at the Upper Nile State,
Thyara Scheme, Renk scheme, Kal Agang
Kodok, Wal canal and Therthor forestry.

Therefore, close monitoring is recommended
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Djibouti, Eritrea, Somalia, Sudan, and
Uganda

No Quelea bird infestations were reported
during August 2025.

Forecast

The situation remains calm in the coming
month.

4.2 Armyworms (Spodoptera spp)

In August 2025, the African Armyworm
situation remains calm in all Member
Countries.

Forecast

The Armyworm outbreak is unlikely during
September 2025 but need close monitoring
recommended.

Fall Armyworm (FAW) (Spodoptera
Jrugiperda)

Fall Armyworm infestations were reported
across several regions of Ethiopia, including
Oromia, Amhara, Tigray, South Ethiopia,
Afar, and Gambela, affecting both maize and
sorghum crops. A total of 140,121 hectares
were infested across 36 zones, 293 districts,
and 4,086 villages.

Control operations were conducted on
121,124 hectares using cultural methods,
while 15,004 hectares were treated using
chemical control using a total of 28,036 liters
of pesticide.

Forecast

As the season is the crop season it is
recommended for continuous monitoring and
integrated pest management efforts are
crucial to minimize further crop losses

Other Member Countries

Except for Djibouti, all DLCO-EA Member
Countries reported the presence of Fall
Armyworm in all maize and sorghum growing
areas during August 2025. However, except
Ethiopia, no detailed reports were received
regarding the specific locations or extent of
infestation, action taken etc.

4.3 Tsetse Fly (Glossina spp.)

No reports received about Tsetse flies and the
associated diseases during August 2025.

CIFO

For the Director, DLCO-EA
September 5, 2025
www.dlco-ea.org
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