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Summary

Desert Locust:

In September 2025, the Desert Locust (DL) situation remained calm across Eritrea,
Ethiopia, Somalia, and Sudan and other Member Countries. In Eritrea, surveys
conducted along the Northern Red Sea coast including Karura, near the Sudan border,
and areas such as Mehemet, Afabet, Shieb, Massawa, and Foro between 18 - 21
September reported no locust presence. Similarly, in Ethiopia, although no field surveys
were conducted, DL Scouts and information officers confirmed the absence of locust
activity in both eastern and northwestern summer breeding zones. In Somalia, no surveys
were carried out, but updates from district DL focal points and scouts indicated no locust
sightings in the coastal, sub-coastal, and inland breeding areas of the northwest and
northeast regions. Extensive surveys conducted on 110,280 ha in Northern, River Nile,
Red Sea, and Kassala States detecting only scattered mature and immature solitarious
adults. However, in North Kordofan, North Darfur, Khartoum, and White Nile States,
survey was not possible which leaves the locust situation in those areas unclear.

Quelea Bird: Tanzania: During early September reports of quelea birds threating
rice crop were reported in Moshi and Babati in Kilimanjaro and Manyara regions
respectively. Control interventions by DLCO-EA aircraft controlled 4.6 million birds
on 3 sites covering 69 hectares using 150 liters of Bathion 60% ULV.

In Ethiopia: Quelea bird outbreaks were reported during the final week of September
2025 in the Oromia Region. An estimated 7 million Quelea birds were identified, with
approximately 2 million roosting at three sites in Zeway Dugda District, East Shoa Zone,
and about 5 million concentrated at a large roosting site in Babile District, East Harerge
Zone.

Accordingly, control operations are scheduled to commence shortly, using both DLCO-
EA and government aircraft.

African Armyworm:

No reports of African Armyworm received from Member Countries in September 2025.
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WEATHER AND ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS HIGHLIGHTS .« =

1.1 Djibouti
Report not received.
1.2  Eritrea

In September 2025, some rainfall occurred in
the winter breeding areas, where vegetation
was mostly dry and soil moisture remained
low. However, in certain parts of the Afabet
and Mehemet sub-regions, vegetation showed
medium-density and greening.

1.3 Ethiopia

In September, the country experienced a mix
of sunny and rainy weather, with light to
heavy rainfall recorded country wide,
including in the Desert Locust summer
breeding regions. And the main rain season
has continued in the country; consequently,
both annual and perennial vegetation
remained green, and soil moisture was
sustained.

Overall, these ecological conditions were
favorable for Desert Locust activity. Moreover,
in low lands of Dire Dawa area and lowlands
of Somali region light to moderately rainfall
was received.

1.4 Kenya

During September, some light to moderate
rains fell at times in the central, Rift Valley, in
the northwestern and western parts of the
country. Temperature started to warm up and
annual vegetation were drying out in the
northern, northeastern and eastern parts of
the country.

1.5 Somalia

Light to moderate rainfall was recorded at the
Coastal and Su-coastal areas in September.
The ecological conditions in the Desert Locust
breeding areas of the northeast regions of
Somalia were showing signs of greening. In
the northwest, vegetation was greening and
soil was wet.

1.6 South Sudan
Report not received.
1.7 Sudan

During September 2025, moderate to heavy
rainfall occurred across most of the Desert
Locust summer breeding areas. Green
vegetation was primarily concentrated along
the River Nile, in irrigated schemes, and
throughout many of the summer breeding
zones.

1.8 Tanzania

For the month of September 2025, most parts
of Tanzania remained dry with cloudy weather
except some few isolated parts reported little
showers particularly in Northern cost of
Indian Ocean including Coast and Tanga
region shores, Isles of Unguja and Pemba,
North eastern highlands of Kilimanjaro and
some parts in Lake Victoria basin. The other
parts were dry, cool and cloudy with some
winds in the coasts of Indian Ocean.

The vegetation across the country indicates
predominantly dry conditions, with limited
green cover observed mainly in higher
elevation areas.
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1.9 Uganda

The Uganda Meteorological Department
addressed the press (quoted in attachment)
about the seasonal rains. During the month of
September 2025, Northern (Acholi, Lango,
and Karamoja sub regions) and Eastern parts
(Teso, and Elgon districts) continued
recording normal rains for planting. The
Central, Western and South Western parts
started receiving some scattered showers and
thunderstorms in some areas and farmers
were cautioned to start planting towards the
end of the month of September when normal
and stable rains are expected. The
Department cautioned about parts of the
Cattle Corridor in South Western Uganda that
may not receive enough rains for pastures.
Finally, the Department indicated that the
peak of the seasonal rainfall is expected
around October to early November 2025 and
cessation around Mid-December in Western
Region.

(Source:
https://meteo.mwe.go.ug/climate/seasonal-

forecasts).

Vegetation: Vegetation is green and greening
in several parts of Central, western, South-
Western Uganda, then green in several parts
of Northern and North Eastern

2.0 DESERT LOCUST (Schistocerca
gregaria) SITUATION, JUNE 2025

2.1 Djibouti

No reports received.

Forecast

No Locust development will be expected in
the forecast period.

2.2 Eritrea

A Desert Locust survey was carried out along
the Northern Red Sea coast of Eritrea during

September. No locusts were observed in the
surveyed areas, where vegetation was mostly
dry. Continuous regular surveys and close
monitoring remain essential in the winter
breeding areas.

Forecast

In the forecast period, very small-scale
breeding may start along the Red Sea coast if
the area receives additional rainfall.

2.3 Ethiopia

No surveys were conducted during the month;
however, the overall situation across the
country remained calm. Reports from regional
DL focal points and field scouts confirmed the
absence of locusts in the summer breeding
areas of eastern Ethiopia.

Forecast

The desert locust situation in Ethiopia is
expected to remain calm throughout October.
However, continued close monitoring 1is
essential around the winter breeding areas,
as ecological conditions remain favorable for
breeding.

2.4 Somalia

The Desert Locust situation remained calm
throughout September 2025. No surveys were
conducted; however, reports from district DL
focal persons, scouts, and regional extension
officers indicated that no locusts were
observed in the coastal, sub-coastal, or inland
breeding areas of the northwest and northeast
regions.

Forecast

Ecological conditions may become favorable
for desert locust breeding in winter breeding
areas where rainfall continues during
September. Coastal districts such as Zaila,
Lughaya, and Berbera in the Northwest need
close monitoring.

No significant development expected.
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2.5 Sudan

The Desert Locust situation in Sudan
remained calm during September 2025.
Intensive and regular surveys were conducted
on 110,280 hectares in the summer breeding
areas, covering the Northern, River Nile, Red
Sea, and Kassala States. However, no surveys
were carried out in North Kordofan, North
Darfur, Khartoum, and White Nile States due
to insecurity, leaving the situation in these
areas unclear. Scattered mature and immature
solitarious adults were detected in several
locations.

Forecast

Summer breeding will conclude in North
Darfur and North Kordofan states. Small-
scale breeding may also continue along the
Atbara River and in the southern part of the
Red Sea Hills, leading to a slight increase in
locust numbers in these areas. Small groups
may appear by late October or early
November as vegetation dries out. Surveys
are needed, and preventive control measures
may become necessary

2.6 Kenya Uganda, South Sudan and
Tanzania

The above member countries were free of
Desert Locust in September 2025.

Forecast

No Locust development will be expected in
the forecast period.

3.0 DESERT LOCUST SITUATION IN
THE CENTRAL AND OTHER
REGIONS (FAO DL October 2025 No.
564 www.fao.org/ag/locusts).

In September, a locust outbreak continued to
develop in Mauritania, where hopper groups
fledge into immature adult groups across the
central part of the country, and by the end of
the month, new mature adult groups had

started a second generation of breeding. A few
isolated adults escaped to Senegal and bred
locally. Scattered adults and hoppers were
observed in eastern Niger, and isolated ones
in several locations in Chad. A few isolated
adults were found in Algeria. Ecological
conditions remain favorable for breeding in
many areas, although October and November
are expected to be dry across most of the
Sahel except its westernmost part. During the
forecast period, locust numbers are expected
to continue increasing, particularly in
Mauritania, with new hopper groups
appearing. Some adult groups may also
appear in Mali, Niger, Chad, and eventually
southern Algeria. Continued surveillance will
be essential, and control measures will be
necessary. In the Central Region, a few
isolated and scattered adults were present in
Sudan, where small-scale summer breeding
may be occurring in the interior. Summer
breeding is expected to conclude with a few
groups possibly appearing in November. In
the Eastern Region, monsoon rains declined
along the Indo—Pakistan border, no locusts
were found, and no significant developments
are expected

WESTERN REGION: CAUTION

SITUATION. Hopper and adult groups increased in Mauritania
(4 379 ha treated). Scattered adults and hoppers were
present in Niger, isolated adults and hoppers in Chad and
Senegal, and isolated adults in Algeria.

FORECAST. Summer breeding will conclude in Chad,
Niger, and Mali but continue in Mauritania. New groups will
appear in Mauritania, and possibly also in Mali, Niger, Chad,
and southern Algeria. Control measures will be needed.
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4.0 OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS

4.1 Red-billed Quelea birds (Quelea
quelea sp.)

4.1.1 Ethiopia

Quelea bird outbreaks were reported during
the final week of September 2025 in the
Oromia Region. An estimated 7 million
Quelea birds were identified, with
approximately 2 million roosting at three
sites in Zeway Dugda District, East Shoa
Zone, and about 5 million concentrated at a
large roosting site in Babile District, East
Harerge Zone.

Accordingly, control operations are scheduled
to commence shortly, using both DLCO-EA
and government aircraft

Forecast:

As the bird population will increase around
Dire Dawa, central rift valley and Amhara
region, close monitoring 1is strongly
recommended.

4.1.2 Tanzania

Reports of quelea birds threating rice crop
were reported during early September in
Moshi and Babati in Kilimanjaro and
Manyara regions respectively.

Control interventions by the DLCO-EA
aircraft started from 26t September 2025 up
to 29th where 3 sites covering 69 hectares
sprayed using 150 liters of Bathion 60% ULV
controlled 4.6 million birds. Control
operations are still going on in Moshi.

Forecast

In October, Monitoring Quelea birds is still
necessary in the Coastal, Manyara and
Tabora regions where rice is growing.

4.1.3 Kenya

Quelea bird infestation was not reported from
any county in September 2025.

Forecast

Small flocks of Quelea bird pest infestation in
are expected in Kiriyaga County which is
expected to increase in the last week of
October, due to the crop in the irrigation
scheme will reach at the vulnerable stage.
Therefore, close monitoring is recommended

4.1.3 South Sudan

No reports of Quelea birds in September
2025.

Forecast

Small flocks of Quelea bird pest infestation
might be observed in October at the Upper
Nile State, Thyara Scheme, Renk scheme, Kal
Agang Kodok, Wal canal and Therthor
forestry.

Therefore, close monitoring is recommended
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Djibouti, Eritrea, Somalia, Sudan, and
Uganda

No quelea bird infestations were reported
during September 2025.

Forecast

The situation remains calm in the coming
month.

4.2 Armyworms (Spodoptera spp)

In September 2025, the African armyworm
situation remains calm in all member
countries.
Forecast

The Armyworm outbreak is unlikely during
October 2025 but need close monitoring
recommended.

Fall Armyworm (FAW) (Spodoptera
Jrugiperda)

Fall Armyworm infestations were reported in
six administrative regions of Ethiopia:
Oromia, Amhara, Tigray, Southern Ethiopia,
Afar, and Gambela, primarily affecting maize
and sorghum crops.

A total of 593,254 hectares were surveyed,
with infestations confirmed on 485,843
hectares across 48 zones, 347 districts, and
4,472 villages.

Control operations were carried out on
442,606 hectares. Of these, 340,865 hectares
were managed using cultural control
methods, while chemical treatments were
applied to 101,741 hectares. In total, 97,400
liters of pesticide were used during the
control efforts.

Forecast

As the season is the crop season it is
recommended for continuous monitoring and

integrated pest management efforts are
crucial to minimize further crop losses

Other Member Countries

DLCO-EA Member Countries reported the
presence of Fall Armyworm in all maize and
sorghum growing areas during September
2025. However, except Ethiopia, no detailed
reports were received regarding the specific
locations or extent of infestation, action taken
and etc.

4.3 Tsetse Fly (Glossina spp.)

No reports received about Tsetse flies and the
associated diseases during September 2025.

CIFO

For the Director, DLCO-EA
October 6, 2025
www.dlco-ea.org
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