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SITREP No. 5- 2025/2026 

DESERT LOCUST AND OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS’ SITUATION REPORT FOR 
NOVEMBER, 2025 

Summary 
 
Desert Locust:  
  
In November 2025, Desert Locust conditions across East Africa/ DLCO-EA Member 
Countries remained uniformly calm.  
 

Ethiopia did not conduct regular surveys, but field reports indicated no locust activity even in 
favorable breeding zones of the Somali Region. Uganda, Tanzania, Kenya, and Eritrea all 
reported no locust presence, and no surveys were carried out. Similarly, Sudan noted a calm 
situation with no surveys and no reports from state focal points. Somalia reported limited 
surveys in northwestern region at the coastal, sub-coastal, and inland areas of the locust 
breeding areas detected a few solitary adults showing isolated behavior.  
 

Quelea Bird:   In Ethiopia, Quelea outbreaks were reported in three zones of the Amhara 
Region North Shoa, Oromo Nationality, and South Wollo on a total of 16 roosting sites. Aerial 
control operations treated 379 ha, controlling an estimated 29 million birds using 757 liters of 
Bathion 64% ULV, with an average kill rate of 94.11%. 
 

In Tanzania, control operations in Manyara (Babati) and Kilimanjaro (Moshi) regions 
targeted about 20 million Quelea birds, of which 19 million were controlled through aerial 
spraying of 895 liters of Bathion 60% ULV over 374 ha, achieving an estimated 93% kill rate. 
 

In Kenya, Quelea birds were observed in Kirinyaga and Migori counties, but their populations 
were low and crops were no longer vulnerable, so no control operations were required. 
 

In South Sudan, Quelea infestations were reported in Upper Nile State and DLCO-EA 
deployed an aircraft for aerial control operation. A detailed operation report will be presented 
in in December pest situation report. 
 

In Sudan, the quelea bird control continued at 63 sites. A total area of 14,260 ha was surveyed 
and 7,560 ha was found infested and were treated using Bathion 64% ULV pesticide. 
 

African Armyworm: No reports of African Armyworm were received from Member 
Countries in November, 2025. 
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WEATHER AND ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS HIGHLIGHTS  
 
1. Djibouti 

 
Report not received. 
 

2. Eritrea 
 

During November 2025, no rainfall was 
recorded in the winter breeding areas. 
Moreover, the vegetation status and soil 
moisture was also dry. 

3. Ethiopia 
 

In November 2025, sunny conditions 
prevailed during the day, while mornings and 
nights were generally cold across the country. 
However, the winter rainy-season areas 
specifically eastern and south eastern Somali 
Administrative Region were receiving below 
normal rain fall. Overall, in the winter rainy-
season zones of the Somali Administrative 
Region, ecological conditions were favorable 
for Desert Locust breeding. 

4. Kenya 
 

In November 2025, dry weather conditions 
were observed mainly in the northern, north 
eastern, eastern and north western parts of 
the country. Scattered rains fell in the central 
and western parts of the country, while 
moderate to heavy rains fell in the other parts 
of the country, where vegetation status has 
also improved slightly.  

5. Somalia 
 
In northwest Somalia, vegetation was 
greening and increased soil moisture were 
observed, supported by light to medium 
rainfall in the coastal and sub-coastal of 
winter breeding areas. Overall, light to 
moderate rainfall was recorded.   
 
6. South Sudan 

 

Report not received. 
 

7. Sudan 
 

During November 2025, moderate to heavy 
rainfall was recorded in some areas along the  
Red Sea coast. The vegetations was greening 
to green in the winter breeding zone while 
green vegetation prevailed along the River 
Nile and irrigated schemes. 
 
8. Tanzania  

During November 2025, as part of the short-
rain season, Tanzania experienced varying 
amounts of rainfall and temperature across 
different regions, with the weather generally 
remaining cloudy and warm. Moderate to 
heavy rainfall occurred in southwestern 
regions including Mbeya, Iringa, Njombe, 
Katavi, and Rukwa where some areas 
recorded up to 300 mm of rain. The northern 
coastal belt along the Indian Ocean, including 
Dar es Salaam, Coast Region, and the islands 
of Unguja and Pemba, as well as northern 
Morogoro, also received moderate to heavy 
rainfall. In contrast, northern Tanzania, the 
Lake Victoria Basin, and central parts of the 
country experienced only light, isolated 
showers. 

9. Uganda  
 
As had been forecasted by the Uganda 
Meteorological Department in the SOND 
release (September-October-November-
December), the peak of the rain season was 
around mid-November in several parts of the 
Country and started declining in most places 
towards the end of the month. Hot and dry 
conditions were recorded in some places 
during the last Dekadal of the month.  During 
the month, rains started declining in some 
parts of Northern and Eastern regions. The 
Central, Western and South Western regions 
recorded scattered showers and 
thunderstorms.  
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(https://meteo.mwe.go.ug/weather/seasonal-
performance). 
 
The Vegetation was green across most parts of 
the Country and beginning to dry in a few 
places in Northern, Central and South 
Western. 

 

2.0 DESERT LOCUST (Schistocerca 
gregaria) SITUATION, JUNE 2025 
 
2.1  Djibouti  
 

No reports received. 
 
Forecast  
 

No Locust development is expected in the 
forecast period. 
 

2.2 Eritrea 
 
Desert Locust situation in Eritrea remained 
calm throughout November 2025.  
Survey was not conducted and no locust was 
reported during the month. 
 
Forecast  
 
Small-scale breeding could potentially occur 
in the winter breeding areas. Therefore, 
maintaining regular surveys and follow-up 
operations is essential to monitor and 
manage any emerging locust threats. 
 
2.3 Ethiopia  
 
No Desert Locust surveys were conducted 
during November 2025; However, the overall 
situation across the country remained calm. 
Reports from regional focal experts and scouts 
confirmed absence of locusts in the winter 
breeding areas of eastern Ethiopia.  
 
Forecast 

As November and December are dry months, 
the desert locust situation is expected to 
remain calm throughout December. 
However, continued close monitoring is 
essential around the winter breeding areas.  

2.4 Somalia 
 

The Desert Locust situation remained calm 
throughout November 2025. Surveys were 
conducted across coastal, sub-coastal, and 
inland breeding areas in the northwest 
regions detected only solitary adults 
exhibiting isolated behavior. These locusts 
were found in areas with diverse vegetation 
conditions, ranging from low-density of green 
patches. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DL Information office Somalia 

 
Forecast 
 

Ecological conditions may become favorable 
for Desert Locust breeding in winter 
breeding areas where rainfall continues 
during December, especially in coastal areas 
like Zaila, Lughaya, and Berbera districts in 
the Northwest, which are primary winter 
breeding areas. Therefore, it is advised to 
conduct survey for assessing the 
developments. 

2.5 Sudan  

Desert Locust situation in the Sudan 
remained calm during November 2025. No 
surveys were conducted during this period, 
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and no information on Desert Locust activity 
was received from focal points in the various 
states.  

 
Forecast 

Ecological conditions may become favorable 
for Desert Locust breeding in winter 
breeding areas. Scattered mature adult are 
likely to congregate and form groups in the 
green patches, particularly in the areas 
between Sinkat and Deurdeb in the Red Sea 
State and Baiyuda Desert.  
 

Therefore, regular surveys and close 
monitoring in all winter breeding areas are 
highly recommended during forecasting 
period. 
 

2.6 Kenya Uganda, South Sudan and 
Tanzania 

 

The above Member Countries were free of 
Desert Locust in November 2025. 
 

Forecast  
No Locust development is expected in the 
forecast period. 
 
3.0 DESERT LOCUST SITUATION IN 
THE CENTRAL AND OTHER REGIONS 
(FAO DL bulletin December 2025 No. 566 
www.fao.org/ag/locusts). 
 
In November, the locust outbreak remained 
serious in Mauritania and Western Sahara, 
where numerous hopper groups and bands 
were present, and new immature adult groups 
or small swarms appeared, some reaching 
Senegal. In Morocco, a mature adult group 
reached near Tiznit. Mature groups and 
scattered adults continued breeding in 
Western Sahara. A few adult groups, isolated 
adults and scattered hoppers were reported in 
Algeria. In Niger, isolated and scattered adults 
were observed, and only isolated adults were 
found in Chad. In the Central Region, a few 
isolated adults were observed along the Red 
Sea coasts of Egypt and Saudi Arabia, while 
slightly more were present in Yemen and 

Somalia. A few hoppers were detected in 
southeastern Egypt. No locusts were reported 
in the Eastern Region. 
 

During the forecast period, a third generation 
of breeding is expected to worsen the situation 
in Mauritania and Western Sahara in 
December, with mature groups and small 
swarms likely to spread, followed by 
apparition of hopper bands in January. 
Winter breeding may also occur in southern 
Algeria, northeastern Mali, northwestern 
Niger and southwestern Libya. In the Central 
Region, small-scale breeding could begin 
along the Red Sea coasts of Egypt, Eritrea, 
Saudi Arabia, Sudan, and Yemen. No 
significant developments are expected in the 
Eastern Region. 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.fao.org/ag/locusts
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4.0 OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS  
 

4.1  Red-billed Quelea birds (Quelea 
quelea sp.) 

 
4.1.1   Ethiopia 
 
Quelea bird outbreaks and control operations 
continued during November in three zones of 
the Amhara Administrative Region North 
Shoa, Oromo Nationality, and South Wollo. 
The infestations were reported in five 
districts: Kewet, Efratana Gidim, Qwot, Jile 
Timuga, Dawa Chefa, and Kallu, on a total of 
16 roosting sites. 

Aerial control operations were conducted 
from 1–15 November 2025, treating 378.5 ha 
of 16 roosting sites. An estimated 28 million 
Quelea birds were controlled using 757 liters 
of Bathion 64% ULV, with an average kill rate 
of 94.11% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forecast 
The bird population will decrease in Amhara 
and Afar regions, but close monitoring is 
essential for any new development 
particularly at the areas of irrigated wheat.  

4.1.2  Sudan 
 
In November 2025 the quelea bird control in 
Sudan continued at 63 sites, totally 14,260 ha 
was surveyed and 7,560 ha was found 
infested. 

A total of 7,560 hectares were treated using 
Bathion 64% ULV Pesticide. 

Forecast 

Control operations will continue in the 
different States during November. Since the 
crops at the milk stage, close monitoring in 
all affected States is strongly recommended.  

 
4.1.3 Tanzania 
 

Control operations in Tanzania continued in 
November, 2025 in Manyara (Babati) and 
Kilimanjaro (Moshi) regions targeted about 
20 million Quelea birds, of which 18.81 
million were controlled through aerial 
spraying of 895 liters of Bathion 60% ULV 
over 374 ha, achieving an estimated 93.1% 
kill rate. 

Fig -3 Quelea control areas in Ethiopia 
during November 2025 

Fig=2 DL Situation in Western region November 1-
30 2025 

Fig- 4 Quelea control areas in Sudan during 
November 2025 
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Forecast 

In December, Monitoring Quelea birds 
Quelea bird is necessary at Mwanga and 
Moshi in Kilimanjaro Region 

 

4.1.4 Kenya 
 

There were reports of Quelea bird in 
Kirinyaga and Migori counties. However, the 
populations were low and the crops had 
passed the stage of susceptibility, this 
warranted not control operation.  
 
Forecast 

No significant development 
 
4.1.5 South Sudan 
 
Quelea infestations reported in November   at 
Upper Nile State and Aircraft deployed for 
control operation. Detail report will be 
presented in in December pest situation 
report. 
 
Forecast 
 
Small flocks of Quelea bird pest infestation 
might be observed in December at the Upper 
Nile State, Thyara Scheme, Renk scheme, Kal 
Agang Kodok, Wal canal and Therthor 

forestry. Therefore, close monitoring is 
recommended. 
 
4.1.6 Uganda 
 
There were reports of Quelea birds invading 
and destroying rice on an irrigated rice farm 
(SWT LTD Rice farm) in Bulambuli District, 
North Eastern Uganda. An estimated 
population of 1.5 million quelea birds had 
caused about 10% crop damage on the 
vulnerable crop of about 680 acres of rice. As 
the Month of November ended, the Crop 
Protection Division of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Animal Industry & Fisheries 
(MAAIF) of the Republic of Uganda was 
working out ways of effectively managing the 
quelea pest problem on that farm.  
 
4.1.7 Djibouti. Eritrea and Somalia 
 
No quelea bird infestations were reported 
during November, 2025.  
 
Forecast 
 
The situation is expected to remain calm in 
the coming month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig- 5 Quelea control areas in Tanzania during 
November 2025 

Fig- 6 Quelea control areas in the region 
during November 2025 
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4.2 Armyworms (Spodoptera spp) 
 
In November 2025, the African armyworm 
situation remained calm in all Member 
Countries. 
 
Forecast 
 
The Armyworm outbreak is unlikely during 
December 2025 but close monitoring is 
recommended. 
 
4.3 Fall Armyworm (FAW) 

(Spodoptera frugiperda) 
 
Member Countries reported the presence of 
Fall Armyworm in all irrigated maize and 
sorghum growing areas during November 
2025. However, there are no detailed reports.  
 
 4.3 Tsetse Fly (Glossina spp.) 
 
No reports were received about Tsetse flies 
and the associated diseases during 
November2025. 
 
 
CIFO  
For the Director, DLCO-EA 
December 5, 2025 
www.dlco-ea.org 


