
             _____ 
DLCO-EA Sitrep No.6 - 2025/2026                                                                         Page - 1 
 

 
 
 

 
DESERT LOCUST CONTROL ORGANIZATION FOR EASTERN AFRICA 

______________________ (DLCO-EA) _____________________ 

Headquarters (Addis Ababa)                          Operations Office (Nairobi) 
Tel:  251-1-16461477/460287/460290                                Tel: 254-020-6002305/6001488 

Fax: 251-1-16460296                                                                Fax:  254-020-6001575 
 

                                 SITREP No. 6-2025/2026 
 

DESERT LOCUST AND OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS’ SITUATION REPORT       
FOR DECEMBER, 2025 

Summary 
Desert Locust   
In December 2025, the Desert Locust (DL) situation remained calm across most of the Horn of Africa.  
 

In Sudan, surveys covered key breeding areas from the Egyptian border to the Eritrean border, 
scattered solitary adult locusts found in various locations, particularly in the subcostal zones near Diib 
and the southern coast. A total of 58,700 hectares were surveyed. In Eritrea, Ethiopia, and 
Somalia, no significant locust activity was reported, no surveys conducted. in Eritrea, and Ethiopia no 
locust reports received from the winter breeding areas. In Somalia, reports indicated the presence of 
solitary locusts in the northwest and northeast regions. 
 

Overall, Desert Locust activity was low and localized across the region in December 2025, with minimal 
risk to crops or pasture. Efforts to monitor the situation were ongoing, but no major outbreaks were 
reported in any of the Member Countries. 
 

Quelea Bird 
Ethiopia: Control operations against Quelea birds continued in December 2025 in three zones of the 
Amhara Administrative Region: North Shoa, South Wollo, and Oromo Nationality Zone. 22 million 
birds were controlled using 290 liters of Bathion 64% ULV on 193 hectares. The average kill rate 
achieved was 91%. 
 

South Sudan: Following reports of Quelea bird infestations in November, control operations 
commenced in the first week of December, 2025 in Upper Nile State, specifically in Kodok, Fashoda, 
Achung, Adaudo, Nyiwud, Thuro-Adawdo, and Wunaya. An estimated 24 million birds were controlled 
through aerial spraying of 575 liters of Bathion 64% ULV over 200 hectares, resulting in an average kill 
rate of 83%. 
 

Tanzania: In Tanzania, Quelea control operations continued during December, 2025 in Kilimanjaro 
Region (Mwanga and Moshi districts) and Manyara Region (Simanjiro district). Approximately 17 
million Quelea birds were reported, of which about 15 million were controlled. Aerial spraying was 
carried out over 306 hectares using 808 liters of Bathion 60% ULV, achieving an estimated kill rate of 
93%. 
 

Sudan: In December 2025, Quelea bird survey and control operations continued in Gadarif, Sinnar, 
and Blue Nile States. A total of 9,818 hectares were surveyed, of which 792 hectares were found to be 
infested. Control measures were implemented across all infested areas: 432 hectares were managed 
using mechanical control methods, while 360 hectares were treated with pesticides. 
 

African Armyworm: No reports of African Armyworm received from Member Countries. 
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WEATHER AND ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS HIGHLIGHTS  
 
1. Djibouti 

 
Report not received. 
 
2. Eritrea 
 
During December, according to reports from 
experts and field scouts, no rainfall was 
recorded in the winter breeding areas. In 
addition, vegetation conditions were poor and 
soil moisture levels remained dry.  
 
3. Ethiopia 

 
During the first and second weeks of 
December, most parts of the country 
experienced sunny conditions with cool 
mornings and nights. In contrast, the third 
and fourth weeks were marked by unusually 
cloudy weather and light rainfall in Oromia, 
Somali, and Afar regions. Despite this 
unexpected and irregular rainfall, ecological 
conditions remained generally unfavorable for 
Desert Locust breeding and development. 
 
4. Kenya 

 
In December, 2025 Kenya saw the tail end of 
the short rains, characterized by generally 
sunny, dry, and warmer-than-average 
conditions across most of the country, with 
near-average to below-average rainfall, 
prolonged dry spells, but isolated heavy 
showers, especially in the Highlands, Rift 
Valley, and Coast, while temperatures ranged 
from hot days (over 30°C) in drier areas to 
cooler nights (below 10°C) in highlands. 
 

5. Somalia 
 

Light to medium rainfall was reported in the 
coastal and subcostal areas of Somalia. In the 
northeast regions, vegetation conditions 
ranged from greening to green. In the  
 

 
northwest, vegetation was greening and soil 
moisture levels were generally wet 
 
6. South Sudan 

 
Report not received. 
 
7. Sudan 

 
During December, 2025 light to moderate 
rainfall was recorded in some areas along the 
Red Sea coast. The vegetation was greening to 
green in the winter breeding zone. 
 
8. Tanzania  

 
During December, 2025, Tanzania 
experienced varied rainfall patterns, with 
most parts of the country receiving moderate 
to heavy rainfall.  The Western Zone—
covering Tabora, Kigoma, Katavi, and Rukwa 
Regions-recorded rainfall amounts of up to 
300 mm accompanied by thunderstorms. 
Similar rainfall amounts, also associated with 
thunderstorms, were reported over the Lake 
Victoria Basin, particularly in Kagera, 
Mwanza, Geita, Mara, and Shinyanga, as well 
as in the Southwestern Highlands. 
 
Scattered showers were reported in parts of 
Southern Tanzania, the Northeastern 
Highlands, central areas, and along the 
northern and southern Indian Ocean coastal 
zones, including Unguja and Pemba islands, 
as well as the Coast and Morogoro Regions. 
Other parts of the country remained dry and 
cool. Overall, vegetation conditions across 
most areas of the country remained green or 
in a greening stage. 
 
9. Uganda  
 
The Month of December started with some 
hot and dry conditions in several parts of the 
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Country, with the Northern and Eastern 
regions entering their most distinct dry 
period, with some scattered showers recorded 
in a few places. Areas around Lake Victoria, 
western and in the southwestern highlands of 
Uganda experienced some scattered showers 
and thunderstorms in most places especially 
around mid-December that extended towards 
the end of the month 
(https://meteo.mwe.go.ug/weather/seasonal-
performance). 
 
The Vegetation was green across most parts of 
the Country and beginning to dry in a few 
places in Northern, Eastern parts of the 
Country. 

 
2.0 DESERT LOCUST (Schistocerca 

gregaria) SITUATION 
 
2.1  Djibouti  
 

No reports received. 
 
Forecast  
 

No Locust development will be expected in 
the forecast period. 
 

2.2 Eritrea 
 
Desert Locust situation remained calm 
throughout Eritrea in December, 2025.  
Survey was not conducted and no locust was 
report during the month. 
 
Forecast  
 
In the forecast period, Limited breeding may 
start along the Red Sea coast in the winter 
breeding areas. Therefore, maintaining 
regular surveys and follow-up operations is 
essential to monitor and manage any 
emerging locust threats. 
 
2.3 Ethiopia  
 
In December 2025, the Desert Locust 
situation remained calm. Reports from 
regional focal experts and scouts confirmed 

the absence of locusts in the winter breeding 
areas of eastern Ethiopia.  
 
Forecast 
 

As December is the dry month, the Desert 
Locust situation is expected to remain calm 
throughout January 2026. However, 
continued monitoring is essential around the 
winter breeding areas.  
 
2.4 Somalia 
 

The Desert Locust situation remained calm 
throughout December 2025.  No surveys were 
Conducted, however reports from district 
desert locust focal persons, scouts, and 
regional Extension Officers indicated the 
presence of solitary adults with isolated 
behavior in the coastal, sub coastal, and 
inland areas of the locust breeding areas in 
the northwest and northeast regions. 
 

DL Information office Somalia 

 
Forecast 
 

Ecological conditions may become favorable 
for Desert Locust breeding in winter 
breeding areas where light to moderate 

https://meteo.mwe.go.ug/weather/seasonal-performance
https://meteo.mwe.go.ug/weather/seasonal-performance
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rainfall continued during December, 
especially in coastal areas like Zaila, 
Lughaya, and Berbera districts in the 
Northwest, which are primary winter 
breeding areas. Therefore, it is advised to 
conduct survey for assessing the development 
in January 2026. 
 
2.5 Sudan  
 
The Desert Locust situation in Sudan 
remained calm throughout December, 2025. 
Comprehensive surveys were conducted 
across the winter breeding areas, extending 
from the Egyptian border in the north to the 
Eritrean border in the south. The surveys also 
covered areas west of the Red Sea Hills, 
including the sub coastal zones of Wadi Oko 
and Diib, as well as Toker Delta and Khor 
Baraka. 
 
Scattered mature and immature solitary adult 
locusts were observed at several locations. 
Higher densities were recorded in the sub 
coastal areas of Diib, from Gabagait 
(20.412N/35.696E) north to Falack Await 
(21.033N/35.912E), and along the southern 
coast near the Eritrean border. The total area 
surveyed during the month was 58,700 
hectares. 
 
Forecast 
 
Ecological conditions became favorable for 
Desert Locust breeding in the winter 
breeding belt. Limited, small-scale breeding 
is likely to occur in the sub coastal areas. 
Therefore, regular surveys and close 
monitoring of all winter breeding areas are 
strongly recommended during the 
forecasting period. 
 
 
 2.6 Djibouti, Kenya Uganda, South 

Sudan and Tanzania 
 

The above Member Countries were free of 
Desert Locust in December, 2025. 
 
 

Forecast 
 
No Locust development is expected in the 
forecast period. 
 
3.0 DESERT LOCUST SITUATION IN 
THE CENTRAL AND OTHER REGIONS 
(FAO DL bulletin December 2025 No. 567 
www.fao.org/ag/locusts). 
 
In December, the locust outbreak remained 
serious in Mauritania and Western Sahara. 
Immature adult groups and small swarms 
increased along the Atlantic coast of 
Mauritania, some reaching Senegal. In 
Morocco, mature adult groups were found 
near Tan-Tan. Hopper groups and bands were 
fledging into adult groups and small swarms 
in Western Sahara. However, low 
temperatures slowed maturation, allowing 
intensive control efforts before a third 
generation could begin. A few isolated adults 
were reported in Algeria and Niger. In the 
Central Region, scattered and isolated adults 
were observed along the Red Sea coasts of 
Egypt, Sudan, and Saudi Arabia, and along the 
Gulf of Aden coast in Yemen, where a few 
hoppers were detected. No locusts were 
reported in the Eastern Region. 
 
During the forecast period, a third generation 
of breeding could occur in Mauritania and 
Western Sahara, with mature groups and 
small swarms likely to spread northward up to 
Morocco. New hopper groups or bands may 
appear in Mauritania in late January and in 
Western Sahara in February. Breeding may 
also occur in southern Algeria and 
southwestern Libya. In the Central Region, 
small-scale winter breeding may continue in 
Yemen and along both sides of the Red Sea in 
Saudi Arabia, Sudan, and Egypt, as well as in 
Eritrea and Somalia if additional rainfall 
occurs. No significant developments are 
expected in the Eastern Region 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fao.org/ag/locusts
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Figure 2:  Desert Locust Situation in Western 
Region (FAO) 

 
 

 
4.0 OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS  
 

4.1  Red-billed Quelea birds (Quelea 
quelea sp.) 

 
4.1.1   Ethiopia 
 
Grain eating Quelea birds control operations 
continued during December in three zones: 
North Shoa, South Wolo and Oromo 
Nationality, of the Amhara Administrative 
Region. Infestations were reported in 5 
districts: Kewet, Efrata, Qwot, Jile Timuga, 
and Kallu, that roosted in eight sites. Aerial 
control operations were undertaken, on 192.5 
hectares and 22.35 million Quelea birds were 
controlled using 290 liters of Bathion 64% 
ULV, with an average kill rate of 91 %.  

Figure 3:  Quelea Control areas in Ethiopia 

 
Forecast: 
  
The bird population will increase in Afar and 
Oromia regions where irrigation wheat is at 
milky stage in January, 2026. Therefore, 
close monitoring is essential for the new 
development particularly at the areas of 
irrigated wheat.  
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4.1.2  Sudan 
 
In December 2025, Quelea bird survey and 
control operations continued in Gadarif, 
Sinnar, and Blue Nile States of Sudan. A total 
of 9,818 hectares were surveyed, of which 792 
hectares were found to be infested. Control 
measures were implemented across all 
infested areas: 432 hectares were managed 
using mechanical control methods, while 360 
hectares were treated with pesticides. 
 
Forecast: 
 
As the crops in the field are matured, the bird 
population will decrease in Gadarif and 
Sennar States during January 2026.  
 
But, close monitoring in all affected States is 
strongly recommended. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4:  Quelea control areas in Sudan 
 
4.1.3 Tanzania 
 

In Tanzania, Quelea control operations 
continued during December, 2025 in 
Kilimanjaro Region (Mwanga and Moshi 
districts) and Manyara Region (Simanjiro 
district). Approximately 17 million Quelea 
birds were reported, of which about 15 
million were controlled. Aerial spraying was 
carried out over 306 hectares using 808 liters 

of Bathion 60% ULV, achieving an estimated 
kill rate of 93%. 
 

Figure 5:  Quelea control areas in Tanzania 
 
Forecast 
 
In January 2026, the bird population will 
decrease but recommended to monitor at 
Simanjiro District of Manyara Region.  
 
4.1.4 Kenya 
 
There were no reports of Quelea bird received 
from any counties in December, 2025. 
 
Forecast 
 
No significant development. 
 
4.1.5 South Sudan 
 
Following reports of Quelea bird infestations 
in November, control operations commenced 
in the first week of December, 2025 in Upper 
Nile State, specifically in Kodok, Fashoda, 
Achung, Adaudo, Nyiwud, Thuro-Adawdo, 
and Wunaya. An estimated 23.5million birds 
were controlled through aerial spraying of 575 
liters of Bathion 64% ULV over 200 hectares, 
resulting in an average kill rate of 83%. 
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Figure 6:  Quelea control areas in Tanzania 
 
Forecast 
 
As the crop is matured and season is dry no 
significant population is expected during the 
forecast period. 
 
Therefore, close monitoring is recommended. 
 
4.1.6 Uganda 
 
There were no reports of Quelea bird in the 
country during December, 2025, 
 
Forecast 
 
No significant development is expected.  
 
4.1.7 Djibouti, Eritrea and Somalia 
 
No Quelea bird infestations were reported 
during December, 2025.  
 
Forecast 
 
The situation remains calm in the coming 
month. 
 

 
 
 

Figure 7:  Summary of Quelea control areas  
in the region 

 
4.2 Armyworms (Spodoptera spp) 
 
In December 2025, the African Armyworm 
situation remains calm in all Member 
Countries. 
 
Forecast 
 
The Armyworm outbreak is unlikely during 
January, 2025 but need close monitoring 
recommended especially in Tanzania where 
the primary outbreak might occur in 
February 2026. 
 
4.3 Fall Armyworm (FAW) 

(Spodoptera frugiperda) 
 
Member Countries reported the presence of 
Fall Armyworm in all irrigated maize and 
sorghum growing areas during December, 
2025.  However, there are no detailed reports.  
 
 4.3 Tsetse Fly (Glossina spp.) 
 
The Entomology Department of the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Animal Industry & Fisheries 
(MAAIF) of the Republic of Uganda reported 
increased incidences of Tsetse flies in 28 
high risk districts in Ankore, Teso and 
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Buganda sub regions and gave out 20,000 
liters of acaricide (Deltamethrin) to control 
the tsetse flies and decrease infection rates.  
 
The flies were reportedly affecting 
productivity of domestic animals like goats 
and cattle.  
 
 
CIFO  
For the Director, DLCO-EA 
January 8, 2026 
www.dlco-ea.org 


