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DESERT LOCUST AND OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS’ SITUATION REPORT       

FOR FEBRUARY, 2026 

 
 

Summary 

Desert Locust  

The Desert Locust situation remained calm in Sudan throughout February 2026. Survey 
operations conducted in areas covered 75,800 hectares, in winter breeding areas along the Red 
Sea coast, extending from the border with Egypt in the north, to the border with Eritrea in the 
south. Monitoring activities also extended west of the Red Sea Hills to include the subcoastal 
areas of Wadi Oko and Diib, as well as the Tokar Delta. 

During the reporting period, scattered and isolated solitarious mature and immature adults were 
detected in a few locations. 

The Desert Locust situation in Eritrea and Ethiopia, Somalia and other member countries 
remained calm throughout February 2026, with no locust activity reported in any of the 
countries.  

Quelea Bird    

During February 2026, Quelea bird control operations were conducted in Ethiopia, in Oromia 
and Amhara Regions. In Oromia, an estimated 11 million Quelea birds roosting at six sites across 
four districts Batu, Dugda ATJ/Kombolcha, and Zeway Dugda were controlled. In Amhara, 
Region 2.25 million birds, roosting at three sites in Jile Timuga district were controlled. 

In total, an estimated 13 million birds were controlled on 227 hectares using 453liters of Bathion 
64%ULV. 

In Tanzania, large flocks of quelea birds were reported in Moshi and Same Districts in 
Kilimanjaro Region, Chamwino in Dodoma Region and Babati district in Manyara Region.  
Control operations are scheduled in March.  

In Kenya there were reports of Quelea birds in Mwea Irrigation Scheme in Kirinyaga County 
during the month. The directorate in collaboration county governments undertook control 
operation where approximately 8.5 million birds were controlled 

 African Armyworm: No reports of African Armyworm were received from Member 

Countries. 
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WEATHER AND ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS HIGHLIGHTS  
 
1. Djibouti 
In Djibouti, February is typically part of the 
dry, warm winter season, with weather 
conditions that are generally hot, sunny and 
very dry. Long-term climate averages show 
daytime temperatures often reaching around 
26–29 °C and nighttime lows around 22–24 °C, 
making it one of the warmer months but not as 
hot as later in the year 
 
2. Eritrea 

Moderate rainfall was recorded during the first 
week of the month in Hableqet (17.8279°N, 
38.47285°E) along the Northern Red Sea coast 
of Eritrea. Vegetation conditions in the 
surveyed areas were generally dry to drying; 
however, some localized patches appeared 
green, particularly in areas that received 
rainfall. Soil moisture were wet in places where 
precipitation occurred, while areas associated 
with the winter breeding season remained dry.  

3. Ethiopia 

During February, most parts of Ethiopia 
experienced predominantly sunny, hot, and 
dry weather conditions. Although light rainfall 
was recorded in some northern and western 
areas, the amounts and spatial distribution 
were insufficient to significantly improve 
ecological conditions in the spring breeding 
areas.  

Annual vegetation had largely dried out due to 
prolonged moisture stress, while perennial 
vegetation remained green in limited locations, 
Soil conditions were generally dry across the 
breeding areas. Consequently, the overall 
ecological situation remained unfavorable for 
Desert Locust breeding and development 

4. Kenya 

The country experienced predominantly sunny 
and dry weather conditions in most parts of the 
country during the first three weeks of the 
month. However, a few areas, including 
highlands west of rift valley, the Lake Victoria 
basin, the central and southern Rift Valley, the 

highlands east of rift valley, the southern 
lowlands and the central strip received 
occasional rainfall. The highlands west and east 
of the Rift Valley, the Lake Victoria Basin, and 
parts of the Central and South Rift Valley 
received occasional light rainfall. In contrast, 
the Northeastern and the coastal regions, 
experienced mainly sunny and dry conditions 
for most of the month. During the last week of 
the month most parts of the country received 
average to above average rainfall  

5. Somalia 

Desert Locust breeding areas in the northeast 

are beginning to green, indicating early 

vegetation growth that may support breeding 

activity. In the northwest, vegetation and soil 

moisture are reported as wet, creating 

favorable conditions for locust reproduction. 

Light to medium rainfall was observed in the 

coastal and sub-coastal areas of the northwest 

breeding regions, while light to moderate 

rainfall elsewhere may slightly improve soil 

moisture and vegetation growth.  

6. South Sudan 

In South Sudan, February generally falls in the 
heart of the dry season, with hot and dry 
weather prevailing across most regions. 
Daytime temperatures are typically very high, 
often reaching 30–40 °C or more in many 
locations, making February one of the hottest 
months of the year 

7. Sudan 

During the first week of February 2026 light to 
moderate rainfall was recorded along the 
southern coast. Consequently, vegetation 
remains green in the southern coastal areas. In 
contrast, vegetation has commenced drying out 
across the central and northern coasts, as well 
as throughout the subcoastal areas. 
8. Tanzania  

Based on long-term climate averages, February 
in Tanzania is generally characterized as a 
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relatively hot and dry month. However, the 
Tanzania Meteorological Authority indicated 
that the long rainy season (March–May) was 
expected to begin earlier than usual in some 
areas, with onset projected from late February 
to early March, particularly over the Lake 
Victoria Basin and southwestern parts of the 
country a forecast that has materialized in 
several locations. 

Most parts of the Southwestern zone, including 
Iringa Region, Mbeya Region, Songwe Region, 
Rukwa Region, and Katavi Region, received 
moderate to heavy rainfall totaling up to 265 
mm during the last two weeks of February. 
Similarly, the Eastern and Central zones—
comprising Pwani Region (Coast), Morogoro 
Region, Dar es Salaam Region, Dodoma 
Region, and Singida Region—recorded 
moderate to heavy rains. Flooding in Morogoro 
and Dar es Salaam from mid-February resulted 
in reported casualties and loss of life. 

In both the Lake Victoria and Northeastern 
zones, which are part of the country’s bimodal 
rainfall regime, moderate to heavy rains were 
also observed during the reporting period. 

 

9. Uganda  

The month of February is normally dry across 
most parts of the Country, this year recorded 
intermittent rains and some destructive storms 
in some places like Pallisa District, and others. 
In Western Uganda, most areas remained dry 
except the South-western region that received 
isolated rains. In Central Region, most areas 
were dry apart from the Lake Victoria basin, 
where on/off rainfall was recorded.  

The Meteorological Department Described this 
as off-season rainfall and issued an alert on the 
weather conditions. The Eastern and northern 
Regions were at peaks of their dry season. 

The Vegetation was green in some parts of Lake 
Victoria Basin and parts of western and South 
Western then dry in most parts of Northern 
and Eastern parts of the Country. 
 

 

 

 2.0 DESERT LOCUST (Schistocerca 
gregaria) SITUATION 

2.1  Djibouti  
No reports received. 

Forecast  
No locust development will be expected in the 
forecast period. 

 

2.2 Eritrea 
The Desert Locust situation remained calm 
during February. A joint survey was conducted 
from 05–08 February 2026, along the 
Northern Red Sea coast around Karura, 
bordering Sudan, During the survey, isolated 
solitary immature adults were observed in one 
location near Mehimet, specifically at Fgrethan 
(17.78935°N, 38.59288°E). No locusts were 
reported in the other surveyed areas. 
 
Forecast  
In the forecast period, locust numbers may 
increase along the Red Sea coast if rainfall  
Occurs, otherwise the situation will continue 
to be calm as the ecological condition are 
drier. 
 
 
2.3 Ethiopia  
No Desert Locusts were reported in February 
2026. Although no survey was conducted 
during the month, information provided by 
Desert Locust scouts, as well as regional and 
district experts, confirmed the absence of 
locusts in both breeding and invasion areas. 
Reports from different districts of Sitti Zone in 
the Somali Region of eastern Ethiopia 
indicated that no sightings or signs of Desert 
Locust presence were observed, suggesting that 
the situation remained calm throughout the 
reporting period 
 
Forecast 
Locust situation is expected to remain calm 
throughout March 2026.  

 

2.4 Somalia 
The Desert Locust (DL) situation remained 
calm during February 2026. No surveys were 
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carried out, however, reports provided by 
district DL focal persons, scouts, and regional 
extension officers confirmed the absence of 
Desert Locusts in the coastal, sub-coastal, and 
inland breeding areas of the northwest and 
northeast regions.  
 
Forecast 
As the coastal areas are becoming 
unfavorable for locust breeding. Therefore, it 
is advised to conduct surveys for assessing the 
development in spring breeding areas in 
February 2026. 

 
2.5 Sudan  
The Desert Locust situation remained calm in 
Sudan throughout February 2026. Survey 
operations conducted in areas covered 75,800 
hectares, in winter breeding areas along the 
Red Sea coast, extending from the border with 
Egypt in the north to the border with Eritrea in 
the south. Monitoring activities also extended 
west of the Red Sea Hills to include the 
subcoastal areas of Wadi Oko and Diib, as well 
as the Tokar Delta. 

Forecast 
Ecological conditions remained suitable for 
Desert Locust breeding along the southern 
coast; however, conditions in other winter 
breeding areas were largely unfavorable. 
Although no significant development during 
the forecast period, the situation requires 
continued vigilance. High-priority preventive 
monitoring remains essential, particularly 
along the southern coast, to ensure early 
detection of any localized changes in locust 
populations at an early stage and to enable 
timely response if necessary.  

2.6 Djibouti, Kenya Uganda, South 
Sudan and Tanzania 

The above member countries were free of 
Desert Locust in February 2026. 

 
Forecast 
No locust development is expected in the 
forecast period. 

3.0 DESERT LOCUST SITUATION IN 
THE CENTRAL AND OTHER REGIONS 
(FAO DL bulletin March 6, 2026 No. 569 
www.fao.org/ag/locusts). 
 
In February, the serious outbreak continued in 
Western Sahara and southern Morocco. 
Immature adult groups increased in Western 
Sahara, where some matured and bred and 
hopper groups were still present. Mature adult 
groups also increased and moved northward in 
Morocco, breeding in many locations, with 
some reaching north of Agadir. A few adult 
groups reached the Canary Islands and 
western Algeria. Scattered adults were also 
observed in central Algeria. Adult groups and 
small swarms moved out of Mauritania. In the 
Central Region, isolated and scattered adults 
were reported in Sudan, while only isolated 
adults were found in Egypt and Eritrea. No 
locusts were reported in the Eastern Region.  
During the forecast period, further northward 
migration of small swarms and adult groups is 
expected in the Western Region, particularly 
into Morocco and Algeria, where breeding is 
likely to increase and new hopper groups and 
bands may form. Continued surveys and 
sustained control operations will be essential 
to prevent new infestations. In the Central and 
Eastern Regions, small‑scale spring breeding 
may begin in interior areas of Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia, Sudan, and Yemen if rainfall occurs as 
well as in the southern regions of Iran, 
although no significant developments.  

 
 
 

http://www.fao.org/ag/locusts
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4.0 OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS  
 

4.1  Red-billed Quelea birds (Quelea 
quelea sp.) 

 
4.1.1   Ethiopia 
In Ethiopia, Quelea bird control operations 
conducted during February 2026, in the 
Oromia Region and Amhara Region. In 
Oromia, an estimated 11 million Quelea birds 
roosted at six sites across four districts Batu, 
Dugda ATJ/Kombolcha, and Zway Dugda were 
controlled. In Amhara, Region 2.25 million 
birds roosted at three sites in Jile Timuga 
district. 

In total, an estimated 13.25 million birds were 
controlled on 226.5 hectares using 453liters of 
Bathion 64%ULV.  

Forecast 

The bird population will decrease in March 
2026 in Afar and Oromia regions where 
irrigated wheat has matured, and due to the 
impact of the control operation that was done 
in February 2026.  

4.1.2 Tanzania 
Large flocks of the quelea bird are reported in 
Moshi and Same Districts in Kilimanjaro 
Region, Chamwino in Dodoma Region and 
Babati district in Manyara Region. 
Preparations are underway for aerial control 
operation. 
 
Forecast 
In March the birds will stay and additional 
reports may be received from Manyara, 
Shinyanga, Tabora, Mbeya, and Dodoma 
Regions. Control operation should be planned. 

 
4.1.3 Kenya 
There were reports of Quelea birds in Mwea 
Irrigation Scheme in Kirinyaga County during 
the month. The directorate in collaboration 
with county governments undertook control 
operation where approximately 8.5 million 
birds were controlled.  
 
 

Quelea control areas in Ethiopia 
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Forecast 
Quelea birds might be observed in Laikipia 
County feeding on large scale sorghum. 

Close monitoring is recommended. 

 

4.1.5 South Sudan 
No reports of Quelea bird infestations in 
February 2026,  

Forecast 
The situation will be calm in the coming month  

 
4.1.6 Uganda 
There were no reports of Quelea bird in the 
country during February 2026 

Forecast 
No significant development is expected  

 

4.1.7 Djibouti. Eritrea, Somalia and 
Sudan 

No Quelea bird infestations were reported 
during February 2026.  
 
Forecast 
The situation remains calm in the coming 
month. 

 
4.2 Armyworms (Spodoptera spp) 
In February 2026, the African armyworm 
situation remains calm in all member 
countries. 

Forecast 
During March, Armyworms are expected in 
areas where early crops and pasturelands are 
green in North Eastern highlands and Lake 
Victoria zones. in Tanzania and Makueni and 
Taita Taveta counties in Kenya and South part 
of Ethiopia. Close monitoring using 
pheromone traps is recommended. 

 
4.3 Fall Armyworm (FAW) 

(Spodoptera frugiperda) 
In Ethiopia, during February, 2026, Fall 
Armyworm (FAW) was detected in irrigated 
maize fields covering 1740 ha across 14 zones 

and 59 districts in the Oromia, Gambella, 
Central and South Ethiopia Regions. Based on 
survey findings, control operations were 
undertaken on 1707 ha during the month. 
Chemical control was applied on 1448 ha using 
389 liters of pesticides, while 259 ha were 
managed through cultural control methods. 

Member Countries reported the presence of 
Fall Armyworm in all irrigated maize and 
sorghum growing areas during February 2026. 
However, there are no detailed reports.  

 4.3 Tsetse Fly (Glossina spp.) 
No reports received about Tsetse flies and the 
associated diseases during February 2026 

 

 

CIFO  

For the Director, DLCO-EA 
March 7, 2026 
www.dlco-ea.org 


