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DESERT LOCUST AND OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS’ SITUATION REPORT       

FOR MAY, 2026 

Summary 

Desert Locust (Schistocerca gregaria):  During May 2026, the Desert Locust situation remained 
calm across all member countries, with no significant locust activity reported. In Eritrea, no surveys 
were conducted and no locust sightings were recorded during the month. In Ethiopia, surveys carried 
out in the northeastern regions, supported by reports from Desert Locust scouts, confirmed that no 
locusts were present in the spring breeding areas of eastern Ethiopia. In Somalia, although survey 
activities were not undertaken, information received from District Desert Locust focal persons, scouts, 
and regional extension officers indicated that no locusts were observed in the coastal, sub-coastal, or 
inland breeding areas of the northwestern and northeastern regions. Likewise, in Sudan, the locust 
situation remained stable and no significant activity was detected. As a result, no survey operations were 
carried out during the month. However, preparations for the summer survey campaign continued, with 

field activities expected to commence in the first week of July 2026. 

Quelea Bird (Quelea quelea):  In Tanzania, Quelea control operations continued throughout May 
across four regions—Arusha Region, Singida Region, Tabora Region, and Manyara Region. A total of 
nine infestation sites covering approximately 250 hectares were treated using 675 liters of Bathion 
60% ULV, resulting in the control of an estimated 14 million Quelea birds. The birds were primarily 
feeding on sorghum and rice crops.  

In Ethiopia, Quelea bird survey conducted in Elwaye District (Borena Zone, Oromia found about 
three million birds roosting at the Arballa site. 

Aerial control using 50 liters of Fenthion 64% ULV over a 25-hectare Acacia roost significantly 
reduced the population and protected nearby teff fields 

All other member countries remained free from Quelea bird infestations during the reporting period 

African Armyworm (Spodoptera exempta): During the reporting period, an outbreak of African 

Armyworm was detected in the southeastern parts of the Oromia and South Ethiopia regions, affecting 

seven zones in Oromia and eight zones in South Ethiopia. The infestation covered 15,102 hectares 

across 15 districts in Oromia and 10,031 hectares across 34 districts in South Ethiopia, on crops and 

pasture lands. Control measures combining cultural practices and chemical treatments were conducted 

on 12,077 hectares in Oromia and 6,284 hectares in South Ethiopia using 7,076 and 4,827 liters of 

pesticides respectively. 

All other member countries remained free from African armyworm infestations in May, 2026 
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WEATHER AND ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS HIGHLIGHTS  
 
1. Djibouti 

During May 2026, Djibouti experienced 

predominantly hot and dry weather conditions, 

which are typical for this time of year. 

Temperatures remained high across most parts 

of the country, while rainfall was scarce and 

limited to a few localized areas. Clear skies and 

dry conditions prevailed throughout the 

month, leading to reduced soil moisture and 

sparse vegetation cover.  

2. Eritrea 
During May 2026, Eritrea experienced 

predominantly hot and dry weather conditions 

across much of the country. Most areas 

received little to no rainfall, while temperatures 

remained high, particularly in the lowland and 

coastal regions. Annual vegetation was 

generally dry. The central highlands 

experienced relatively cooler temperatures.  

3. Ethiopia 

In May 2026, sunny and warm conditions 

dominated most parts of the country. The 

northern and northeastern areas were mostly 

dry in the first ten days of the month, with 

temperatures rising above 32°C. As the month 

progressed, rainfall gradually expanded into 

the central highlands, bringing significant 

precipitation to parts of Western Amhara, 

Benishangul-Gumuz, and Sidama regions. 

However, eastern areas such as Oromia, 

Somali, and Afar experienced a temporary 

reduction in rainfall. Overall, although rainfall 

in some traditional Desert Locust breeding 

areas was below average, vegetation remained 

generally green and soil moisture levels were 

low 

4. Kenya 

May 2026 featured the peak and gradual 

decline of the long rains season, with  

 

intermittent thunderstorms and generally 

above average rainfall in most parts of the 

country. While coastal regions saw below 

average precipitation, the eastern, rift and 

central highlands experienced heavy 

occasional rainfall which triggered floods and 

landslide concerns. Highland’s west of rift 

valley, the Lake Victoria basin, the central and 

southern rift valley, the highlands east of rift 

valley, the southern lowlands and the central 

strip received near to above average rainfall 

with occasional afternoon showers and 

thunderstorms particularly during the first half 

of the month. The coastal regions and south 

east lowlands received below average rainfall 

with localized isolated heavy rainfall in some 

areas while Northern/Northeastern and South 

eastern regions experienced intermittent to 

below average rainfall interspersed with longer 

sunny intervals. The country largely 

experienced warmer than average daytime 

temperatures with maximum exceeding 30°C 

in the coast, North western and north eastern 

regions, while parts of the highlands and the 

rift valley experienced chilly nights with 

temperatures dropping below 10°C in some 

higher elevation areas 

5. Somalia 

Somalia experienced generally warm 

conditions, with weather varying across 

different parts of the country. Much of the 

northern and northeastern regions remained 

hot and mostly dry, while some southern and 

coastal areas received light to moderate rainfall 

in a few places. Temperatures stayed high 

throughout the month, consistent with typical 
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seasonal patterns. Overall, rainfall was uneven 

and limited, resulting in modest vegetation 

growth in the wetter areas and dry conditions 

elsewhere. 

6. South Sudan 

South Sudan was generally hot with 

increasingly humid, marking the transition 

into the main rainy season in many parts of the 

country. Rainfall activity began to increase, 

particularly in the central and southern areas, 

while the northern regions remained relatively 

drier during the early part of the month.  

7. Sudan 

Sudan experienced generally hot and dry 

weather conditions across most parts of the 

country. High temperatures prevailed, 

especially in the northern and central regions, 

where rainfall remained minimal. The 

southern areas began to see the early signs of 

the rainy season, with occasional showers and 

slightly increased humidity. Overall, conditions 

were mostly dry and hot, with only a gradual 

shift toward wetter weather in the far south. 

8. Tanzania  

During May, the long rainy season (Masika) 

gradually transitioned into the cooler and drier 

season, with light showers still occurring in a 

few localized areas. Rainfall was mainly 

reported in the elevated parts of the 

northeastern highlands and within the Lake 

Victoria Basin, where moderate rains and 

thunderstorms occurred during the early part 

of the month. The northern coastal areas, 

including Dar es Salaam and Zanzibar, also 

experienced continued seasonal showers. 

According to the Tanzania Meteorological 

Authority (TMA), most parts of the country are 

now entering the dry, windy, and cooler season 

as June approaches. 

 

9. Uganda  

The month of May is the last month of the first 

major seasonal rains and marked the peak of 

the rainfall in several places. During the month, 

scattered rain showers and thunderstorms 

were recorded in Central, Eastern, and Western 

Uganda, including Kampala and the Lake 

Victoria basin. Several parts of the Central and 

Western Uganda recorded some consistent 

rainfall, with occasional heavy downpours 

around Lake Victoria and highland areas. 

Eastern Uganda recorded intermittent 

thunderstorms, while Northern Uganda 

remained hotter with longer dry intervals, 

though isolated showers were recorded in a few 

places. The MAM weather summary and 

forecast as reported by the Department of 

Meteorological Services is as attached 

(source:https://wids.mwe.go.ug/portal/seaso

nal). 

The Vegetation was green in most parts of Lake 

Victoria Basin and parts of western and South 

Western then brown in some parts of Northern 

and Eastern parts of the Country. 

 

2.0 DESERT LOCUST (Schistocerca 
gregaria) SITUATION 

2.1  Djibouti  

During the month of May 2026, the locust 
situation in the Republic of Djibouti remained 
calm.  

Forecast  

No Locust development will be expected in the 
forecast period. 

2.2 Eritrea 
The Desert Locust situation remained calm 
during May. No surveys were conducted and no 
locusts were reported in Eritrea. 

Forecast  
During the forecast period, limited breeding is 
likely to happen in summer breeding areas of 
the country.  

https://wids.mwe.go.ug/portal/seasonal
https://wids.mwe.go.ug/portal/seasonal
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Maintaining regular survey and follow up is 
essential in the summer breeding areas. 

2.3 Ethiopia  

In May 2026, the Desert Locust situation 
remained calm throughout Ethiopia. 
Information from Survey covered 3,933 ha in 
the north eastern part of Ethiopia and 
communication with regional Desert Locust 
information officers and DL Scouts reported 
the absence of locust activities in Spring 
breeding areas. 
 
Forecast 
The Desert Locust situation is expected to 
remain generally calm in June 2026. 
However, continued close monitoring is 
necessary around north east part of the 
country due to the presence of favorable 
ecological conditions and a risk of locusts 
migrating from neighboring countries into 
key breeding areas. 
 
2.4 Somalia 
The Desert Locust situation remained calm 

throughout May 2026. Although no formal 

surveys were conducted, information from 

district DL focal persons, scouts, and regional 

extension officers confirmed that no locusts 

were observed in the coastal, sub-coastal, and 

inland breeding areas of the northwestern and 

northeastern regions. 

Forecast 
As the coastal areas are becoming 
unfavorable for locust breeding no significant 
development is expected in June 2026. 
 
2.5 Sudan  
During May 2026, the Desert Locust situation 
in Sudan remained calm, and no significant 
locust activity was reported. As a result, no 
survey operations were conducted. 
Preparations for the summer survey campaign 
are however underway, with field operations 
scheduled to commence during the first week 
of July 2026. 

 

Forecast 
Ecological conditions remained generally 
unfavorable for Desert Locust breeding, 
consequently, no significant developments are 
expected during the forecast period 

2.6 Kenya Uganda, South Sudan and 
Tanzania 

The above member countries were free of 

Desert Locusts in April 2026 

Forecast 
No locust development is expected during the 
forecast period 
 
3.0 DESERT LOCUST SITUATION IN 
THE CENTRAL AND OTHER REGIONS 
(FAO DL bulletin No. 572 6 June 2026 
(www.fao.org/ag/locusts) 

In May, several hopper groups and a few 
hopper bands were found over widespread 
areas in Morocco, where numerous immature 
adult groups formed. A few mature adult 
groups were also observed along the Draa 
Valley. In Algeria, a few immature adult groups 
were found, together with scattered hoppers 
and hopper groups. No locusts were reported 
in the Central and Eastern Regions. During the 
forecast period, the remaining hopper groups 
and bands are expected to fledge, leading to the 
formation of more adult groups and small 
swarms in Morocco. Maturation of the adult 
groups will continue and breeding is likely to 
occur in the remaining suitable areas of 
Morocco and Algeria. Some of the mature 
adults may migrate towards the Oriental 
region and western Algeria, where spring 

http://www.fao.org/ag/locusts
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breeding could continue in June, but most 
groups may move southwards into Mauritania 
or other Sahelian countries. Small-scale spring 
breeding may conclude in western Libya and 
central and eastern Algeria, leading to the 
southward movement of solitarious 
populations. Surveys and control operations 
will need to continue at high intensity in 
affected areas, and surveys should commence 
in Sahelian countries. In the Central and 
Eastern Regions, small-scale spring breeding 
will finish in a few interior areas of Saudi 
Arabia, Somalia and Yemen, as well as in 
southern Iran and southwestern Pakistan. 
Solitarious population may go unoticed and 
move to typical summer breeding areas by 
early July; however, no significant 
developments are expected. 
 
Fig-1 Desert Locust situation May 2026 

 

4.0 OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS  
4.1  Red-billed Quelea birds (Quelea 

quelea sp.) 
 
4.1.1   Ethiopia 
In May 2026, a Quelea bird survey was carried 

out in the southeastern part of the Oromia 

Region, specifically in Elwaye District of 

Borena Zone. The survey identified a large 

Quelea population, with an estimated three 

million birds roosting at the Arballa site. 

 Aerial control operations were conducted at a 

25-hectare roosting site within an Acacia 

plantation. A total of 50 liters of Fenthion 64% 

ULV was applied, effectively reducing the bird 

population and preventing significant damage 

to nearby teff-growing areas. 

Forecast 

The bird infestation is not expected during the 
forecasting period  

4.1.2 Tanzania 
In Tanzania, Quelea control operations 

continued throughout May across four 

regions—Arusha Region, Singida Region, 

Tabora Region, and Manyara Region. A total of 

nine infestation sites covering approximately 

248 hectares were treated using 675 liters of 

Bathion 60% ULV, resulting in the control of an 

estimated 13.8 million Quelea birds. The birds 

were primarily feeding on sorghum and rice 

crops.  

Forecast  
In June 2026, the bird population might be 
observed at Babati District in Manyara 
Region, Hai and Mwanga Districts in 
Kilimanjaro Region and in Mvomero District 
in Morogoro Region. Therefore, it is 
recommended to conduct intensive survey. 
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4.1.3 Kenya 
There were no reports of Quelea birds in in the 
country during the reporting period.   

Forecast 

No significant Quelea birds in the country. 

Fig-2 Quelea control sites in Tanzania May, 2026 

 
4.1.4 Djibouti. Eritrea, Somalia, Sudan 

South Sudan and Uganda 
No Quelea bird infestations were reported 
during May 2026.  
 
Forecast 
The situation remains calm in the coming 
month. 

4.2 Armyworms (Spodoptera spp) 
 
4.2.1 Ethiopia 

An outbreak of African Armyworm was 
reported in the southeastern parts of the 
Oromia Region and South Ethiopia Region, 
affecting seven zones in Oromia and eight 
zones in South Ethiopia. The infestation 
covered 15,102 hectares across 15 districts in 
Oromia and 10,031 hectares across 34 districts 
in South Ethiopia, with significant impacts on 
Belg-season crops and pasture lands. 

In response, both cultural and chemical control 

measures were implemented. A total of 12,077 

hectares were treated in Oromia and 6,284 

hectares in South Ethiopia. During the 

operation, 7,076 liters of pesticides were used 

in Oromia and 4,827 liters in South Ethiopia, 

helping to reduce the spread and limit further 

damage to crops and grazing areas. 

4.2.2 Kenya 
There were no reports of African Armyworm in 

the country during the month of February. 

However, minimal monitoring of the pest using 

pheromone traps is still continuing in the 12 

primary outbreak counties. This is because of 

inadequate lures.   

In Other member countries the African 
armyworm situation remains calm.  

 
Forecast 
During May, 2026 Armyworm are expected at 

the areas where early crops and pasturelands 

are green in Southern Ethiopia and North 

Eastern highlands and Lake Victoria zones, in 

Tanzania and   Makueni and Taita Taveta 

counties in Kenya Close monitoring using 

pheromone traps is recommended. 

4.3 Fall Armyworm (FAW) 
(Spodoptera frugiperda) 

Member Countries reported the presence of 
Fall Armyworm in all irrigated maize and 
sorghum growing areas during May 2026. 
However, there are no detailed reports.  

 4.3 Tsetse Fly (Glossina spp.) 
No reports received about Tsetse flies and the 
associated diseases during May 2026 

 

CIFO  

For the Director, DLCO-EA 

June 8, 2026 

www.dlco-ea.org 


