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DESERT LOCUST AND OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS SITUATION REPORT FOR  
MARCH, 2020 

1.0   WEATHER   AND ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS HIGHLIGHTS  
 

1.1 Djibouti  

During March, insignificant rains fell at times 
around the capital and in the north around Tad-
jourah and Obok. Vegetation continued to dry out 
in many parts of the country and temperature oscil-
lated between 250 C at night and 300 C during day 
time.  

2.   Eritrea  

During March, insignificant rains were reported at 
times on the central Red Sea coastal plains. Conse-
quently, vegetation except around Tio, Buri Penin-
sula, Emberemi and Wekiro, it continued to dry-out 
along all of the coastal plains. Generally, soil re-
mained dry and overall, the coastal plains remained 
unfavourable for locust breeding during the month. 

3. Ethiopia 

During March, humid and sunny weather condi-
tions prevailed in some parts of the country. In ad-
dition, over-casted clouds were observed conse-
quently, light to moderate rains fell in some of the 
southeastern and western parts, Dire Dawa and Ay-
isha during mid- of the second and end of the third 
dekads of the month.  
Annual and perennial vegetation were greening 
and green while soil was wet in areas where rains 
fell. Consequently, ecological conditions continued 
to improve and remained favourable for locust 
breeding during the month. 

    RAINFALL  (mm) during March 

Date
Dire Dawa


 (0936N/4150E) Remark
16 21.0

In the Central Region: In the spring breeding areas, little showers fell along the Persian Gulf along 
the Persian Gulf coast at times during March and light rain occurred along the border of Saudi Arabia and 
Yemen near Sharawrah at mid-month. During the third dekad (10 days), good rains fell along the southern 
coast of Yemen near Aden, in Wadi Hadramaut and the eastern region that caused some flooding. Good 
rains also fell in northern Oman. Consequently, breeding conditions were becoming favourable in eastern 
Yemen. In the winter breeding areas, vegetation dried out along both sides of the Red Sea but conditions 
remained favourable on the Buri Peninsula in Eritrea and along the Tihama in Yemen. In eastern Africa, 
good rains fell during the first two dekads in southern Ethiopia and northwest Kenya. Widespread moderate 
to heavy rains fell during the third dekad in Kenya, southern and eastern Ethiopia, and Somalia that will al-
low another generation of breeding to occur in the coming month. (FAO DL bulletin No. 498). 



1.4    Kenya  

By the second half of March, light to heavy rains 
fell in parts of the coast, central, western and north. 
Annual and perennial vegetations continued to re-
main green in most parts of the country creating 
favourable ecological conditions for breeding.   

  1.5   Somalia   

During the third dekad of March, moderate to 
heavy rains fell in the northwestern and northern 
coastal areas of the Country Vegetation was green-
ing in areas where rains fell creating, favourable 
ecological conditions for locust breeding. 

1.6    Sudan 

No rainfall was reported and by the end of March, 
vegetation cover along the Red Sea coastal plains 
was drying out with the exception of few patches 
which remained green in Tokar Delta and in the 
southern coast. There were also green vegetation in 
the summer breeding areas along both sides of the 
River Nile and in irrigated areas in the Northern 
State.  
Consequently, ecological conditions became un-
favourable for Desert Locust breeding on the Red 
Sea coastal plains while it remained favourable 
along the River Nile. 

1.7      Tanzania  

During March, moderate to heavy rains fell in the 
entire country. As a result, 40 people were reported 
killed, roads, bridges, houses and farms swept 
away in many locations of the country due to 
flooding. An estimated of 10,540 ha of crops were 
affected  by floods in the central, Lake Victoria and 
southern highlands.  
Due to continuous rainfalls, vegetation including 
crops remained green in most parts of the country.  

1.8        Uganda         

During March, increased heavy rains fell across 
most parts of the country. The western and eastern 
parts of the central region received the onset of 
seasonal rainfall associated with thunderstorms. 
Central and western Lake Victoria region also ex-
perienced the onset of the rains with isolated 
showers. Eastern parts of Lake Victoria and south-
eastern region received heavy rains during mid-
March. Overall, there was an increased likelihood 
of near normal to above normal rainfall over sever-
al parts of the country. 
The vegetation was greening and remained very 
green in whole parts of the Country where rainfall 
occurred. 
  
2.0  Desert Locust (Schistocerca gregaria) 
situation during March and forecast until 
mid-May, 2020 

2.1   Djibouti 

During March, hopper bands and immature 
swarms were seen in Kalef on the coast between 
Tadjourah (1147N/4253E) and Obock (1154N/
4317E) and small immature swarms around the 
capital city.   

Forecast: breeding may occur in areas of recent 
rainfall in the southern interior near Yoboki. 

2.2    Eritrea 

During March, survey and ground control opera-
tions continued by PPD staff of the MoA on the 
Red Sea coastal plain. Control operations were 
conducted from Qrora (northern border of Sudan) 
to (Qrora 1720N/3836E), Dogoli 1535N/3918E, 
Buri Peninsula 1540N/3918E, Dahlak Island 
1544N/3957E and Tio 1435N/4053E) Tio on all 
stages of gregarious hopper groups, fledglings, 
immature, mature groups and low density adults.  
5,640 ha of infested area was sprayed during 
March.  
Forecast: Locusts will decline on the Red Sea 
coast as conditions dry out and any remaining 
adults move northwards.  

2.3    Ethiopia 

During March, serious Desert Locust outbreaks 
and infestations continued to occur mainly in the 
southwestern and eastern parts in Oromiya (Borena 

21 5.5

22 2.5

24 13.5

31 4.5

Total 47.0



zone) and in the Southern Nations and Nationali-
ties Peoples Administrative Region (Konso and 
South Omo Zones). Immature and mature swarms 
were reported and dense and mass hatching con-
tinued and reported in the above indicated loca-
tions.  
Medium to large size immature and mature swarms 
also entered from northern Somalia through Bore-
na and Oromiya Administrative regions and Ayisha 
and Amber Districts in the Somali Administrative 
region.  
Consequently, aerial and ground control operations 
against immature and mature swarms and hopper 
bands continued and 27,280 ha of infestations were 
sprayed by a DLCO-EA and other 3 hired aircraft 
while ground teams sprayed all stages of hopper 
infestations on 8,468 ha. 

Forecast: widespread breeding will continue to 
cause hopper bands and swarms to form in south-
ern regions, which is likely to be supplemented by 
cross-border movements of swarms along the So-
mali and Kenyan border. Breeding is also likely to 
take place in areas of recent rains in the Ogaden  
(Warder, Gode, Afder) and eastern areas (Jigjiga, 
Dire Dawa). Southerly winds could carry swarms 
further north into central and northern areas of the 
country where breeding could occur in areas that 
receive rains. 

2.4  Somalia 

During the first week of March, mainly late instar 
hopper groups and bands were present on the 
northwest coast, a mature swarm was seen nearby, 
and adult groups were laying east of Berbera 
(1028N/4502E). In the northeast, a few hopper 
groups, bands and a mature swarm were reported 
near Garowe (0824N/4829E). In central areas, a 
hopper band was reported north of Belet-Wayne 
(0444N/4512E) and a mature swarm was laying 
near Dusa Mareb (0532N/4623E) on the 18th. In 
the south, an immature swarm was seen at mid-
month west of Mogadishu (0202N/4520E).(FAO 
bulletin No. 498) 

Forecast: locust number will increase further from 
breeding that is likely to occur as a result of recent 
rains on the coast and plateau in the northwest, 
and in central and southern areas from Garowe to 
the Kenyan border. As a result, hatching and nu-

merous hopper bands are expected during the fore-
cast period. 

2.5    Sudan 

During March, four maturing swarms moved from 
the southern coast of the winter breeding areas of 
the Red Sea to the interior. However, the swarms 
which were estimated covering 870 ha were con-
trolled by air and ground operations (700 ha by air) 
using 435 litres of insecticide at Blatat (1758N/
3824E), Mogel (1750N/3820E), Gamed Power 
(1752N/3821E). Hopper bands and mature/imma-
ture groups were also controlled in Gadef (1749N/
3821E) and in west Blatat and Adarat (1805N/
3816E) respectively.   Low density mature and 
immature adults were also present in several loca-
tions along the Red Sea coast and Tokar Delta 
(1827N/3741E), in the winter breeding areas as 
well as in some locations in the summer breeding 
areas of the River Nile State, in El Feda (1940N/
3309E), Abu Hamad (1940N/3319E) and Elhawila 
(1916N/3241E) in the Northern State and in the 
central coast.   

Forecast: Locusts will decline further on the Red 
Sea coast. Small-scale breeding could occur in the 
Nile Valley.  

2.6  Kenya,  

During March, numerous medium to very large 
sizes of hopper bands continued to develop mainly 
in Samburu, Marsabit, Laikipia, Meru, Embu, Ki-
tui, Isiolo, Tharaka Niti Counties. By mid-March, 
many hoppers started to fledge and by the third 
week of the month, immature swarms started form-
ing. Consequently, intensive ground and aerial con-
trol operations were conducted in all of the affect-
ed Counties and 33,968 ha of infestations treated 
during the month.   

Forecast: An increasing number of swarms will 
form and mature during April in central and north-
ern counties. A second generation of breeding will 
commence in early April as mature swarms lay 
eggs that will begin to hatch by the end of the 
month. Laying, hatching and band formation will 
continue throughout the forecast period. Most of 
the breeding is likely to be concentrated in north-



ern counties Turkana, Marsabit, Samburu and Isio-
lo.     

2.7   South Sudan, Uganda and Tanzania 

Uganda: Ground control operations by UPDF con-
tinued on mature Desert Locust swarms. Aerial 
control operation by the DLCO-EA aircraft was 
launched and three sprays were done on settled 
medium size mature swarms and swarm lets in 
Nepal and Moroto (0231N/3439E) districts in the 
Karamoja region on first and second March. 370 
laters of Sumithion 96% ULV was applied on Ann 
estimated of 740 ha.  

By end of March, no hoppers or adult locusts were 
reported in the country.   

Forecast: Successful egg-laying may have oc-
curred in a few places of the northeast, which 
would give rise to hopper bands during the fore-
cast period. A few swarms are likely to arrive from 
western Kenya in the northeast and continue 
northwards. 

South Sudan: By mid-March, some mature 
swarms were reported in Torit (0424N/3234E) and 
other near by locations. On 21st of March, imma-
ture  swarm was seen flying over Juba (0451N/
3134E) that continued flying to Bor (0613N/
3134E) and then flew to western Ethiopia on 23rd. 
Immature/mature swarm was also reached Loboni 
Payam on the 29th likely originated from north-
western parts of Kenya.  

Forecast:  few new-generation swarms could ar-
rive in Eastern Equatoria from western Kenya and 
continue northwards. 

Tanzania: No locusts were reported. 

Forecast: No significant developments are likely.  
  
7. Desert Locust situation in the central and other 

regions (Extracted from FAO DL Bulletin No. 498) 

Central Region: Control operations against laying 
swarms, new-generation hopper bands and imma-
ture swarms in Kenya (33,968 ha), Ethiopia 
(39,656 ha) and Somalia (159 ha); mature swarms 
in Uganda (607 ha); a few hopper bands and 

swarms in Djibouti. Locusts declined in Red Sea 
winter breeding areas of Sudan (870 ha); Eritrea 
(5,640 ha), Egypt (15 ha) and Saudi Arabia. 
Swarms in Iraq (1,625 ha) and Kuwait (21 ha); a 
group in UAE (2 ha); adult groups and and hopper 
bands in northeast Saudi Arabia (10,390 ha); hop-
per and adult groups in Oman (1,657 ha); bands 
and swarms in southern Yemen (3,190 ha). 

Western Region: Scattered locusts reported in 
central Algeria, southwest Libya and northern 
Mali. 

Eastern Region: Swarm breeding in southwest 
Iran, hopper bands in the southeast (39677 ha 
treated). Adult groups breeding in Baluchistan and 
Indus Valley, Pakistan and hopper groups formed 
(27,675 ha treated). 

4.0      OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS 

4.1  Red-billed Quelea birds (Quelea quelea sp.) 
  
4.1.1   Kenya 

Incidences not reported. 

4.1.2    Tanzania   

During March, large flocks of birds were reported in 
many districts of the country including; Geita (Gei-
ta, Chato), Shinyanga (Shinyanga, Kishapu), 
Mwanza (Sengerema), Tabora (Igunga, Nzega) and 
Dodoma (Dodoma, Bahi, Kondoa and Chamwino) 
regions. Crops which were affected by the birds 
were Sorghum, Rice and Millets. Aerial control 
operations were not conducted due to the ongoing 
Desert Locust infestation which is also affecting 
many member countries.   

1.3   Ethiopia  

During March, a DLCO-EA aircraft sprayed Quelea 
birds infestation in a Wheat farm in the  Afar Ad-
ministrative Region.  

4.1.4  Eritrea  

Monthly report not received.  

4.1.5  Sudan 
           
Monthly, report not received.   



 4.1.6   Uganda     

Incidences not reported. 

4.2 African Armyworm (Spodoptera exempta) 

4.2.1   Tanzania 

African Armyworm 

Incidences not reported. 

Fall Armyworm (FAW)  

Infestations were reported in all Maize growing 
areas of the country. 

4.2.2    Uganda 

African Armyworm  

Incidences not reported. 

Fall Armyworm (FAW)  

Incidences not reported. 

4.2.3   Eritrea 

African Armyworm 

Monthly report not received. 

Fall Armyworm 

Monthly report not received and the situation is 
unknown.  

4.2.4   Ethiopia 

African Armyworm 

Incidences not reported. 

Fall Armyworm 

Incidences not reported. 

4.2.5   Kenya  

African Armyworm 

Report not received. 

Fall Armyworm 

Report not received. 

Forecast until end of April, 2020 

African Armyworm:  

It is less likely that infestation to appear in the  re-
gion. However, with the onset of the long rains, 
there is probability that few infestations to appear 
in Tanzania and or Kenya.   

Fall Armyworm 

Fall Armyworms are likely to continue appearing 
widely during April in all previously affected 
member countries and continue feeding on irrigat-
ed and newly long rain season planted Maize and 
Sorghum crops. Consequently, member countries 
are highly advised to continue monitoring of moth 
movements for early detections and control of the 
worms.  

4.3   Tsetse fly (Glossina spp.) 

4.3.1    Uganda  

 4.3.1.1  Tsetse flies:  

Incidences not reported. 

CIFO 

For Director, 

07 April, 2020 

      For more information about the    
      Organization, Please visit DLCO-EA's       
      Website: www.dlco-ea.org 
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