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1.0   WEATHER   AND ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS HIGHLIGHTS

 
1.1 Djibouti  
 
By the end of the 3rd week of November, the 
southern and eastern parts of the country received 
moderate rainfall as a result of the landfall of Cyc-
lone Gati in the Horn region. In addition, day and 
night temperatures continued to lower down how-
ever, vegetation remained dry in most parts of the 
country. 
 

1.2   Eritrea 
 
During the third dekad of November, moderate 
rains fell in the northern Red Sea coastal plains.  
The highlands, western lowlands and southern Red 
Sea coastal areas remained dry. Generally, vegeta-
tion was dry in the above locations except in the 
northern Sea where it was green.  
 
1.3   Ethiopia 
 

In the Central Region: Vegetation dried out in the summer breeding areas of Sudan west of the Nile while 
breeding conditions remained favourable along the Nile Valley in the north and from the Atbara River to 
the Red Sea Hills in the east. In the winter breeding areas, light rains fell during the first dekad in northeast 
Sudan and near Mecca, Saudi Arabia. Rainfall improved during the third dekad when light to moderate 
rains fell along the coast from Tokar Delta, Sudan to Foro, Eritrea and from Lith, Saudi Arabia to Suq Abs, 
Yemen with the heaviest showers neat Qunfidah. Vegetation was becoming green and breeding conditions 
were already favorable in many coastal areas from from southeast Egypt to central Eritrea as well as on the 
Thihama in Yemen. Conditions were less favorable on the coast of Saudi Arabia and on the southern coast 
of Yemen. In the Horn of Africa, prevailing northeasterly winds became established over the entire region 
early in the month from northern Somalia to Kenya. During the first and third dekads, light to moderate 
rain fell in the Somali region of eastern Ethiopia and in parts of northern Kenya while heavier rains fell in 
southern Somalia and eastern Kenya. As a result, breeding conditions were favourable within a large area 
of eastern Ethiopia, central and southern Somalia, and along both sides of the Kenya - Somali border, ex-
tending 100 km inside Kenya. On 17 - 21 November, Cyclone Gati formed in the Indian Ocean and made 
landfall on the 22nd near Xaafuun and the northern tip of northeast Somalia with sustained winds of 165 
km/h. It was the strongest storm on record in Somalia. Twice the annual average of rain fell in two days in 
some places. Bosaso reported 128 mm in 24 hours and extensive damage was reported in Bari region. Gati 
crossed northeast Somalia to the Gulf of Aden near Lasqoray on the 23rd. Unusually heavy rains extended 
along the entire north coast as well as inland on the plateau east of Burco to Iskushuban, which is expected 
to cause ecological conditions to become favourable for breeding. (FAO DL bulletin No. 506).  



During November, sunny and dry weather condi-
tions but very cold late hour and morning tempera-
ture prevailed in most parts of the country. Light to 
moderate rains also fell in the east, mainly around 
Dollo and Dire Dawa (29.5mm) for two days.  
Generally, annual vegetation was drying out and 
dry but perennial vegetation was green in the east 
where locust activities were reported during the 
month.   
 
1.4    Kenya  
	
During November, light to heavy rains fell in most 
parts of the country consequently, annual vegeta-
tion started greening in northern, northeastern and 
eastern parts of the country, creating favourable 
ecological conditions for Desert Locust breeding. 

1.5   Somalia   

During November, heavier rains fell in the country. 
On 17 - 21 November, Cyclone Gati formed in the 
Indian Ocean and made landfall on the 22nd near 
Xaafuun and the northern tip of northeast Somalia 
with sustained winds of 165 km/h. It was the 
strongest storm on record in Somalia. Twice the 
annual average of rain fell in two days in some 
places. Bosaso reported 128 mm in 24 hours and 
extensive damage was reported in Bari region. Gati 
crossed northeast Somalia to the Gulf of Aden near 
Lasqoray on the 23rd. Unusually heavy rains ex-
tended along the entire north coast as well as in-
land on the plateau east of Burco to Iskushuban, 
which is expected to cause ecological conditions to 
become favourable for breeding. 
 
1.6    Sudan 

During November, light to moderate rains fell in 
several locations on the Red Sea coastal plains and 
Tokar Delta. Consequently, ecological conditions 
remained favourable particularly on the Red Sea 
coast as well as along the Nile Valley for locust 
developments. However, it dried out in some of the 
summer breeding areas. 
 
1.7      Tanzania  
 
From the beginning of November, moderate to 
heavy rains fell in most parts of the country par-
ticularly in Lake Victoria Basin, southwestern 
highlands in the western and southern regions. 
Roads and houses were damaged and destroyed 
by floods, heavy showers and winds mainly in 
the Capital City and western region of Rukwa.  
The vegetation started greening in the country 
as a result of the onset of the seasonal rainfalls. 
 

1.8        Uganda         
 
The country continued receiving heavy rainfalls 
during November consequently, most places have 
generally been very wet and vegetation remained 
green across most parts of the country.  
 
2.0 Desert Locust (Schistocerca gregaria) 
situation during October and forecast until 
mid-January, 2021 
 
2.1   Djibouti 
 
During November, isolated first instar solitarious 
hoppers were reported near Ali Sabieh 
(1109N/4242E). Immature and mature solitarious 
and transiens adults and immature group were seen 
in western Tajourah near the Ethiopian border be-
tween Balho (1203N/4221) and Bouyya 
(1228N/4422E) during the last week of the month. 
 
Forecast:	No	significant	developments	are	likely. 
 
2.2    Eritrea 
 
During the beginning of November, control opera-
tions continued on immature swarms in all regions 
of the country. The swarms had migrated from 
northern Ethiopia during October and reached the 
Southern, Central, Anseba, Gash Barka and the 
Northern Red Sea regions. Another immature 
swarm was also controlled around Demas, east of 
Ghinda in the northern Red Sea region. 
By the end of the month, immature swarm has ar-
rived from northeastern Sudan in Qarura and fur-
ther moved to Sheib (15151N/3903E), in the cen-
tral Red Sea coastal plains.  
Control operations also continued on locally de-
veloped immature and mature groups, low density 
adults and mixed gregarious hopper groups of 1st - 
5th stages and fledglings in the Red Sea coastal 
plains, and in some locations in the western low-
lands.     
Ground control teams treated 6,480 ha during the 
month.   
 
Forecast:	 Fledging	and	 the	 formation	of	 imma‐
ture	 adult	 groups	 are	 expected	 to	 continue	 to	
mid‐December	 on	 the	 Red	 Sea	 coast.	 Another	
generation	 of	 breeding	 is	 likely	 to	 occur	 in	 fa‐
vourable	 areas	 along	 the	 coast	 with	 laying,	
hatching	 and	 the	 possibility	 of	 hoppers	 forming	
groups	and	small	bands.	
	
2.3				Ethiopia 

 



During November, the Desert Locust situation re-
mained calm in Amhara, Oromiya and Tigray Ad-
ministrative regions. However, the situation re-
mained a serious threat in the eastern parts of the 
country in Dollo (Warder 0958N/4625E), Shebelle 
(Gode), Karohe (0634/4350E) and Jarar 
(0816N/4409E) zones of Somali Administrative 
region where 1st to 4th instars of hopper groups and 
bands were reported.  
During November, control operations treated 
85,382 ha out of which 37,290 ha was by air.  
 
Forecast:	Hatching	and	band	formation	will	con‐
tinue	 in	 the	 Somali	 region.	 Fledging	 will	 com‐
mence	at	the	beginning	of	December	and	contin‐
ue	to	mid‐January.	From	mid‐December	onwards,	
numerous	 immature	 swarms	 are	 likely	 to	 form,	
increase	and	move	south	across	the	Shebele	River	
to	 the	 southeast,	 continuing	 to	 Kenya,	 If	 condi‐
tions	 remain	 favourable,	 another	 generation	 of	
laying	could	start	during	January	 in	eastern	and	
southern	 Somali	 region.	 onsequently,	 intensive	
survey	 and	 control	 operations	 should	 be	main‐
tained.	
	
2.4	 Somalia 
 
During November, widespread and substantial 
breeding continued in the central region of Nugal, 
Mudug and Galgaduud giving rise to number of 
hopper groups and bands scattered within vast area 
of 600 km by 200 km. By the end of the month, 
some of the bands had reached fifth instar. Swarms 
were seen laying in this area until mid-month. In 
the northwest, immature and a few mature swarms 
were present between Boroma (0956N/4313E) , 
Hargeisa (0931N/4402E) and the Ethiopia border 
until just after mid-month. During the last decade, 
Cyclone Gati winds carried the swarms east on the 
plateau towards Burco (0931N/4533E) and Eriga-
vo (1040N/4720E), southeast to the Ogaden in 
Ethiopia and to the northwest coast near Bulhar   
(1023N/4425E) where a swarm was reported. 
Rains associated with the cyclone allowed the 
swarms to mature, including numerous swarms in 
the northeast between Garowe (0824N/4829E) and 
the north coast. At the end of the month, swarms 
were laying between Gardo (0930N/4905E) and 
Erigavo. In the south, surveys could not be con-
ducted but there were reports of breeding south of 
Shebele River and along the Juba River. Several 
mature swarms were reported during the month 
near the border of Kenya in Gedo and Lower Juba 
regions between Garbahare (0320N/4213E) and 
the coast.   

Control operations using bio-pesticides treated 
30,323 ha of which 21,387 ha were by air.(FAO	 DL	
bulletin	No.	506).	
 
Forecast: In central and southern regions, a new 
generation of immature swarms will start to form 
in early December and increase substantially from 
mid-month onwards. Most of the swarms are likely 
to move southwards while some may remain in fa-
vourable areas to mature. In the north,, hatching 
and band formation will occur on the plateau be-
tween Hargeisa, Erigavo and Garowe. Fledging 
and the formation of new immature swarms are 
likely to start after mid-January. Consequently, 
intensive survey and control operations should be 
maintained. 
	
2.5    Sudan 
 
Control operations continued in the Red Sea coast-
al and sub-coastal plains south of Fudokwan 
(2144N/3644E). north of Gebit, north of Sufiya 
(2119N/3611E), south of Sinkat, in some basins in 
the the Tokar Delta and towards south to Adopna 
on breeding mature and immature groups, numer-
ous hopper bands of 3rd - 5th instars, and on fled-
glings. The control operation was also extended to 
the borders of Kassala and River Nile states at 
Gashdai (1649N/3546E) and Adrayb2, in some 
wadis between Sinkat and Derudeb 
(1731N/3607E) up to the border of Kassala state, 
in areas north of Tomala (2009N/3649E) and To-
kar Delta (1827N/3741E).  
Low density scattered mature and immature adults 
were also reported in several locations in the Red 
Sea and Kassala states. 
In the summer breeding areas of the River Nile 
state, breeding mature and immature swarms and 
groups, hopper bands and hopper groups at differ-
ent stages were treated east of Atbara River and in 
some areas closer to Kassala state border. 
Scattered solitarious adults and low density hop-
pers were also reported in Northern and North 
Kordofan states during the month.   
Control operations treated 66,488 ha of which 
53,880 ha by air using 33,369 litres during No-
vember. 
	
Forecast:	Locust	 infestations	will	decline	west	of	
the	Red	Sea	Hills	as	adults	migrate	to	the	Red	Sea	
coast	 where	 breeding	 will	 cause	 a	 further	 in‐
crease	 in	 locust	numbers.	This	will	 cause	hatch‐
ing	 and	 the	 formation	 of	 hopper	 groups	 and	
bands	 in	 the	Tokar	Delta	and	on	 the	 coast	near	
Oseif	that	could	extend	to	the	central	and	south‐
ern	plains	during	December	and	January.	
	



2.6   Kenya,  

During the second half of November, a few small 
size mature group of swarms entered the country 
through Wajir, Mandera and Garissa counties.  
Some of the swarms further moved to the southeas-
tern parts of the country and reached Taita Taveta 
county that borders the northeastern parts of Tan-
zania. Few of the swarms started copulating and 
lay in very limited locations. Hatching was also 
reported from local breeding in the northwestern 
parts of Samburu County and 167 ha were treated 
by ground operations. 

Forecast:	 More	 hopper	 bands	 are	 likely	 to	 be	
present	 in	the	Northwest	that	could	cause	an	 in‐
creasing	number	of	immature	swarms	to	form	in	
December.	Hatching	and	band	formation	are	like‐
ly	along	the	Tana	River.	A	few	more	small	mature	
swarms	 from	southern	areas	of	Ethiopia	and	So‐
malia	are	likely	to	appear	between	Moyale,	Man‐
dera,	 Lamu	 and	 Mombassa	 in	 early	 December	
and	lay.	However,	the	primary	threat	will	start	in	
mid‐December	and	increase	thereafter	when	sev‐
eral	much	 larger	waves	 of	 numerous	 immature	
swarms	 from	 Ethiopia	 and	 Somalia	 will	 arrive	
and	spread	to	northern	and	central	counties.	Ex‐
treme	vigilance	and	preparedness	are	required.	

2.7			Uganda,	South	Sudan	and	Tanzania	

Uganda: During November, no locusts were re-
ported and situation remained calm.  

Forecast:	 There	 is	 a	 low	 risk	 that	 a	 few	 small	
swarms	 from	 adjacent	 areas	 of	 Kenya	 could	
reach	Karamoja.	

South	 Sudan:	During November, no locusts were 
reported and situation remained calm. 

Forecast:	No	significant	developments	are	likely.	

Tanzania: Small size mature swarms were re-

ported on the 23rd in the northeast at Lushoto Dis-

trict in Tanga region bordering southeastern parts 
of Kenya. These swarms had likely laid eggs 
somewhere outside Tanzania and immediately 
started dying and disappeared 

Forecast: There is a low risk that a few small 
swarms from adjacent areas of Kenya could ap-
pear in border areas of the northeastern regions of 
Kilimanjaro, Manyara and Tanga. 
 

7. Desert	 Locust	 situation	 in	 the	 central	 and	
other	 regions	 (Extracted	from	FAO	DL	Bulletin	No.	
506)	

Central Region: Swarms move into eastern Ethi-
opia (85,382 ha treated) with widespread breeding 
and numerous hopper bands there and in central 
Somalia (30,323 ha) and mature swarms lay in 
northeast; local breeding in northwest Kenya (167 
ha) as mature swarms arrive and lay in the east, 
swarmlets in northeast Tanzania; swarms arrive in 
Eritrea (8,986 ha`) and breed on the coast; swarms 
in Sudan (66,488 ha) move to coast and breed; 
swarms move from Yemen (335 ha) to Kuwait; 
swarms arrive on the Red Sea coast of Saudi Ara-
bia (5,190 ha); swarm laying in southeast Egypt 
(1,225 ha). 
 
Western Region: Control operations against 
groups that formed from breeding in Mauritania 
(258 ha treated), Niger (1,389 ha) and Algeria (167 
ha); isolated hoppers and adults in Chad; isolated 
adults in Mali and Morocco. 
 
Eastern Region: Few immature swarms arrive 
from Arabia on southwest coast of Iran (79 ha 
treated). 
 
4.0      OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS 
 
4.1  Red-billed Quelea birds (Quelea quelea sp.) 
 
4.1.1   Kenya 
 
During November, incidences were not reported.  
 
4.1.2    Tanzania   
 
During November, Quelea incidences and losses 
on Rice fields were reported in Arusha (Meru Dis-
trict), Kilimanjaro (Moshi District), Tanga (Ko-
rogwe District), Manyara (Simanjiro District) and 
Coast (Kibaha District). 
 
1.3   Ethiopia  
 
During November, Quelea infestations were re-
ported in seven villages of two zones in the Amha-
ra Administrative region. The birds were reported 
feeding mostly on Sorghum crops. 
 
4.1.4  Eritrea  
 
Monthly report not received. 
 
4.1.5  Sudan 
 



Monthly, report not received.  
 
4.1.6   Uganda     
 
There was a report of Quelea birds population 
buildup on Kingdom Rice farm in Bulambuli dis-
trict in the northeastern parts of the country that 
were beginning to damage the maturing Rice. The 
Crop Protection Department of the Ministry of 
Agriculture was monitoring the situation for possi-
ble aerial control.   
 
4.2   African Armyworm (Spodoptera exempta) 
 
4.2.1   Tanzania 
	
African	Armyworm 
 
Incidences were not reported. 
 
Fall	Armyworm	(FAW)		
	
Heavy infestations were reported in all Maize 
growing locations of the country. 
 
4.2.2				Uganda	
 
African	Armyworm 
 
Incidences were not reported. 
 
Fall	Armyworm	(FAW) 
 
Incidences were not reported.	
	
4.2.3			Eritrea	
	
African	Armyworm	
 
Monthly report not received. 
	
Fall	Armyworm	
Monthly report not received and the situation is 
unknown.  
4.2.4			Ethiopia	
 
African	Armyworm	
	
Incidences not reported. 
 
Fall	Armyworm	
 
Incidences not reported. 
 
4.2.5   Kenya  
 

African Armyworm 
 
Report not received. 
 
Fall Armyworm 
 
Report not received. 
 
Forecast until end of December, 2020 
 
African Armyworm: 
 
It is less likely that infestation to appear in the pri-
mary breeding areas of Tanzania and Kenya during 
December.  
 
Fall Armyworm 
 
Fall Armyworm infestations are likely to continue 
widely during December in irrigated and seasonal 
Maize and Sorghum growing areas in the region. 
Consequently, member countries are highly ad-
vised to continue monitoring of moth movements 
and early infestations.  
 
4.3   Tsetse fly (Glossina spp.) 
 
4.3.1    Uganda  
 
4.3.1.1		Tsetse	flies:		
 

Incidences were not reported. 
 
For Director 
 
Mehari Tesfayohannes 
 
CIFO, DLCO-EA 

05 December, 2020 
 

For more information about the    
Organization, Please visit DLCO-EA's  
Website: www.dlco-ea.org 
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