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Summary 
 
Desert Locust (Schistocerca gregaria) 
During June 2026, the Desert Locust situation remained generally calm across Eritrea, 
Ethiopia, Somalia, and Sudan. No locust activity was reported in member countries, while 
surveys conducted in Ethiopia's summer breeding areas. 
 
Quelea Bird (Quelea qulea) 
In Tanzania, Quelea control operations continued throughout June 2026 across on 13 sites 
located in the Morogoro region (primarily concentrated within the Kilosa and Mvomero 
districts). 
 
A total of thirteen infestation sites covering approximately 362 hectares were treated using 
1,080 liters of Bathion 60% ULV, resulting in the control of an estimated about 20 million 
Quelea birds. The birds were primarily feeding on rice crops.  The kill percentage was 
recorded as 78%. 
 
All other member countries remained free from Quelea bird infestations during the reporting 
period. 
 
African Armyworm (Spodoptera exempta)  
In Ethiopia, during June 2026, African Armyworm surveys were conducted in 396 Peasant 
Associations (PAs) across 35 districts in 12 zones of the Dire Dawa Administration and the 
northern Somali Region, covering a total of 148,701 hectares of pasture, cereal and pulse 
crops. The surveys detected African armyworm infestations on 56,243 hectares. 
 
Control operations were conducted on 26,593 hectares of infested land. Traditional control 
methods were applied on 1,818 hectares, while chemical control measures covered 24,775 
hectares using a total of 20,986 litres of pesticide. These timely interventions significantly 
reduced the spread of the pest, minimized the risk of crop damage, and helped safeguard 
agricultural production in the affected areas. 
 
All other member countries remained free from African armyworm infestations in June, 
2026. 
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WEATHER AND ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS HIGHLIGHTS  
 
 
1. Djibouti 
Djibouti experienced the typical hot and dry 
conditions that characterize the summer 
season. Rainfall was virtually absent across 
most parts of the country, with only a few 
isolated light showers recorded. As a result, 
vegetation remained sparse, soil moisture 
levels were generally low, and ecological 
conditions stayed dry. Daytime temperatures 
were consistently high, ranging from 37°C to 
39°C across most lowland areas, while clear 
skies and prolonged sunshine prevailed 
throughout the month. These harsh, arid 
conditions restricted the growth of green 
vegetation and created an unfavorable 
environment for Desert Locust breeding and 
development. (weather-atlas.com).  
 
2. Eritrea 
In June 2026, Eritrea experienced the seasonal 
transition from the winter to the summer 
rainfall period. The winter breeding areas 
along the Red Sea coastal plains remained 
predominantly hot and dry, receiving little or 
no rainfall throughout the month. 
Consequently, vegetation stayed dry, soil 
moisture remained low, and ecological 
conditions were generally unsuitable for 
Desert Locust breeding. Toward the end of 
June, however, the onset of seasonal rains was 
observed in parts of the western lowlands and 
the central and southern highlands. These 
early rains improved soil moisture and 
triggered the regeneration of vegetation in 
localized areas, gradually creating more 
favorable ecological conditions for Desert 
Locust breeding in the country's western 
summer breeding areas. 
 
3. Ethiopia 
The seasonal onset of the Kiremt (June–
September) rainy season started over the 
western, central, and northwestern parts of the 
country, where moderate to heavy rainfall 
supported crop establishment and improved 

vegetation conditions. In contrast, the eastern 
and northeastern summer breeding areas, 
including the Dire Dawa Administration, 
northern Somali Region, Afar Region, and 
northeastern Tigray, received little to no 
rainfall during the month. As a result, annual 
vegetation continued to dry, while perennial 
vegetation remained green. Soil moisture in 
these areas was generally inadequate to 
support Desert Locust breeding and 
development. Overall, ecological conditions in 
the eastern summer breeding areas remained 
largely unfavorable for Desert Locust breeding. 
 
4. Kenya 
The month of June 2026 marked the 
beginning of the cooler and cloudier season in 
the Highlands East of Rift Valley and Nairobi. 
However, Coastal and Northwestern regions 
experienced daytime high temperatures 
exceeding 30°C with strong southerly winds. 
The month was characterized by cool and 
cloudy conditions with intermittent and 
generally near to below average rainfall in 
most parts of the country. The Lake Victoria 
basin, the central and southern rift valley, the 
highlands east of rift valley, the southern 
lowlands and the central strip received near-
average rainfall.  The coastal regions and south 
east lowlands received near to below average 
rainfall with localized isolated heavy rainfall in 
some areas while Northern/Northeastern and 
South eastern regions experienced intermittent 
to below-average rainfall.  Mean temperatures 
were warmer than average throughout the 
country.  However, cool and cloudy conditions 
(with occasional fog) was experienced in the 
Highlands East and West of the Rift Valley as 
well as some parts of the South-eastern 
Lowlands, the Rift Valley and North-eastern 
Kenya. 
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5. Somalia 
During June 2026, weather conditions across 
Somalia were characterized by the seasonal 
transition following the end of the Gu (April–
June) rainy season.  Most southern and central 
parts of the country experienced a marked 
reduction in rainfall, while the northern 
regions remained predominantly hot and dry. 
Residual soil moisture and green vegetation 
persisted in some areas that had received good 
Gu rains, particularly in parts of the south, but 
vegetation gradually began to dry as rainfall 
declined. In the northwestern and 
northeastern regions, rainfall was limited, 
resulting in sparse vegetation and generally 
dry ecological conditions. Overall, 
environmental conditions were largely 
unfavorable for widespread Desert Locust 
breeding. 
 
6. South Sudan 
South Sudan experienced typical wet-season 
conditions, with widespread moderate to heavy 
rainfall across much of the country as the main 
rainy season became fully established in June 
2026. Soil moisture, supported the growth of 
crops and natural vegetation, and improved 
pasture and water availability. Rivers, 
wetlands, and floodplains expanded in several 
areas following sustained precipitation. While 
these conditions enhanced agricultural 
production and grazing resources, they also 
increased the potential for localized flooding in 
low-lying areas. Overall, the abundant rainfall 
created favorable ecological conditions for 
vegetation development and could support the 
breeding of migratory pests where they occur. 
 
7. Sudan 

Weather conditions in Sudan marked the onset 
of the summer rainy season, with rainfall 
gradually extending northward from the 
southern and central parts of the country into 
the main summer breeding belt. Moderate 
rainfall was recorded in parts of the Red Sea, 
Kassala, River Nile, White Nile, and Gedaref 
States, improving soil moisture and 
stimulating the emergence of green vegetation. 
In contrast, the northern desert regions 

remained predominantly hot and dry, with 
limited rainfall and sparse vegetation. The 
improving ecological conditions in the eastern 
and central summer breeding areas became 
increasingly favorable for Desert Locust 
breeding and development, particularly where 
recent rainfall had resulted in moist soils and 
fresh vegetation.  
 
8. Tanzania  
During June, Tanzania typically enters the 
long dry cool season, and the weather 
conditions observed during the month were 
consistent with this seasonal pattern. Rainfall 
across most parts of the country was generally 
sparse, although some localized areas 
experienced out-of-season showers. According 
to the Tanzania Meteorological Agency (TMA), 
these sporadic rains occurred alongside 
widespread cool temperatures and strong 
winds. 
 
Rainfall distribution varied significantly by 
region. The northern coastal areas, including 
Dar es Salaam, experienced light to moderate 
tropical showers, with the city recording 
approximately 26.4 mm of rainfall, mainly in 
the form of short, intermittent showers. The 
north-eastern highland regions of Kilimanjaro 
and Manyara received a lower monthly average 
of about 16.1 mm, with generally cool, breezy 
conditions, frequent light showers, and 
persistent cloud cover, particularly around 
Mount Kilimanjaro and nearby highland areas. 
In contrast, the central regions of Dodoma and 
Singida remained largely dry, characterized by 
cool and windy weather conditions with 
minimal rainfall. Meanwhile, the Lake Victoria 
Basin and western Tanzania were relatively 
more humid, receiving slightly higher and 
more sporadic rainfall, especially in areas 
surrounding Lake Victoria and Lake 
Tanganyika, which helped maintain 
comparatively greener ecological conditions in 
those zones. 
 
9. Uganda 
The June, July and August (JJA) period is 
generally a dry season over western region, 
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parts of eastern region (including Busoga and 
the southern part of Bukedi sub-region) and 
central region. It marks the end of the first 
rainfall season and a harvesting period for 
seasonal crops in most parts of the country. 
However, for northern region and most parts 
of eastern region, JJA rainfall is a continuation 
of the MAM rainfall season in several places. 
Overall, the JJA 2026 climate outlook 
indicates that most parts of the country are 
expected to receive near normal to below 
normal (near average to below average) 
rainfall, and temperatures are expected to be 
warmer than average. The JJA weather 
summary and forecast as reported by the 
Department of Meteorological Services is as 
attached.  
(source: https://wids.mwe.go.ug/portal). 
 

The Vegetation was green in most parts of 
Lake Victoria Basin and drying in several parts 
of western and South Western then a mixture 
of green and brown in several parts of 
Northern and Eastern parts of the Country. 
 
Climate Prediction/Forecast for July 
2026. 
Based on the latest regional climate outlook 
issued by the IGAD Climate Prediction and 
Applications Centre (ICPAC) and supporting 
forecasts, July 2026 is expected to be generally 
drier and warmer than normal across much 
of Eastern Africa, although some western areas 
are likely to receive significant rainfall 
associated with the peak of the June–
September rainy season. We expect;  
 

• Drier than usual conditions expected over 
most parts of the region including Ethiopia, 
Djibouti, Eritrea, Sudan, South Sudan, 
northern Uganda, western Kenya, north-
western and few areas in southern coastal 
Somalia,   
 

• Wetter than normal conditions expected over 
isolated areas in southern Somalia and 
coastal Kenya. 

 

 
https://www.icpac.net/monthly-forecast/july-
2026/?region. 

 
2.0 DESERT LOCUST (Schistocerca 

gregaria) SITUATION 
 
2.1  Djibouti  
During the month of June 2026, the locust 
situation in the Republic of Djibouti remained 
calm. No field survey operations, 
 
Forecast  
No Locust development will be expected in the 
forecast period. 
 
2.2 Eritrea 
The Desert Locust situation remained calm 
during June. No surveys were conducted and 
no locusts were reported in Eritrea. 
 
Forecast  
During the forecast period, Favorable 
conditions for locust breeding will be created 
in the western lowlands and limited breeding 
is likely to occur in the summer breeding 
areas in the west.  Maintaining regular 
survey and follow up is essential in summer 
breeding areas. 
 
2.3 Ethiopia  
In June 2026, the Desert Locust situation 
remained calm throughout Ethiopia.  
 
Surveys were conducted by the Dire Dawa 
Administration locust survey officers in the 
summer breeding areas of the Dire Dawa 

https://wids.mwe.go.ug/portal
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Administration and the northern parts of the 
Somali Region, covering a total area of 5,700 
hectares. No locusts were found during this 
survey. 
 
Forecast 
The Desert Locust situation is expected to 
remain generally calm in July 2026. 
However, continued close monitoring is 
necessary around areas where rainfall was 
recorded. 
 
2.4 Somalia 
The Desert Locust situation remained calm 
during June 2026. No surveys were carried 
out, however, reports provided by district focal 
persons, scouts, and regional extension officers 
confirmed the absence of Desert Locusts in the 
coastal, sub-coastal, and inland breeding areas 
of the northwest and northeast regions.  
 
Forecast 
As the summer breeding areas are becoming 
unfavorable for locust breeding. So, no 
significant development Desert Locust in June 
2026. 
 
2.5 Sudan  
During June 2026, the Desert Locust situation 
in Sudan remained calm, and no significant 
locust activity was reported. As a result, no 
survey operations were conducted. 
Preparations for the summer survey campaign 
were underway, with field operations 
scheduled to commence during the first week 
of July 2026. 
 
Forecast 
Ecological conditions remained generally 
unfavorable for Desert Locust breeding, 
consequently, no significant developments are 
expected during the forecast period. 
 
2.6 Kenya, Uganda, South Sudan and 

Tanzania 
The above member countries were free of 
Desert Locust in June, 2026 
 
 

Forecast 
No locust development during the forecast 
period. 
 
3.0 DESERT LOCUST SITUATION IN 
THE CENTRAL AND OTHER REGIONS 
(FAO DL bulletin No. 573 6 July 2026 
(www.fao.org/ag/locusts). 
  
In June, Large numbers of adult groups 
formed across widespread areas in Morocco as 
fledgling continued for most hopper groups 
and bands.  Scattered adults and hoppers were 
also widespread. In Algeria, a few immature 
adult groups were found, together with 
isolated and scattered hoppers and adults. In 
Mauritania, isolated and scattered adults were 
observed, while groups were reported by locals 
early in the month. No locusts were reported in 
the Central Region, and isolated adults were 
seen in Iran in the Eastern Region. During the 
forecast period, adult groups may form small 
swarms in Morocco, where maturation may 
progress, and some mature groups may 
migrate towards the Oriental region and 
western Algeria, where breeding could 
continue in July.  However, most groups may 
move southwards into Mauritania or other 
Sahelian countries, where summer breeding is 
expected to begin. Surveys and control 
operations should continue at high intensity in 
affected areas, and surveys should be 
conducted in Sahelian countries.  In the 
Central and Eastern Regions, small-scale 
summer breeding may occur in Sudan, western 
Eritrea, the interior of Yemen and along the 
Indo-Pakistan border; however, no significant 
developments are expected. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fao.org/ag/locusts
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Fig.1:  Desert Locust situation June 2026 
 
 

4.0 OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS  
 

4.1  Red-billed Quelea birds (Quelea 
quelea sp.) 

 
4.1.1   Ethiopia 
No survey and no report was received during 
June 2026. 
 
Forecast 

The bird infestation is will be expected at the 
southern part of the country around Konso, 
and south easter of Somali region during the 
forecasting period. Close monitoring is 
essential.  
 
4.1.2 Tanzania 
In Tanzania, Quelea control operations 
continued throughout June 2026 in Morogoro 
region (primarily concentrated within the 
Kilosa and Mvomero districts).  
 
A total of thirteen infestation sites covering 
approximately 362 hectares were treated using 
1,080 liters of Bathion 60% ULV, resulting in 
the control of an estimated about 20 million 
Quelea birds.  The birds were primarily feeding 
on rice crops.  The kill percentage was 
recorded as 78%. 

Quelea controlled area in Tanzania June 2026 

 
Forecast 
In June 2026, the bird population might be 
observed at Babati District in Manyara 
Region, Hai and Mwanga Districts in 
Kilimanjaro Region and in Mvomero District 
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in Morogoro Region. Therefore, it is 
recommended to conduct intensive survey. 
 
4.1.3 Kenya 
There were no reports of Quelea birds in the 
country during the reporting period.   
 
Forecast 
No significant Quelea birds in the country. 
 
4.1.4 Djibouti. Eritrea, Somalia, Sudan 

South Sudan and Uganda 
No Quelea bird infestations were reported 
during June 2026.  
 
Forecast 
 
The situation remains calm in the coming 
month. 
 
4.2 Armyworms (Spodoptera spp) 
 
4.2.1 Ethiopia 
During June 2026, Armyworm survey was 
carried out in 396 Peasant Associations (PAs) 
across 35 districts in 12 zones of the Dire Dawa 
and North Somali regional states. The survey 
covered 148,701 hectares of pasture, cereal and 
pulse crops.  
 
The survey found that Armyworms had 
infested, approximately 56,243 hectares, 
representing about 37.8% of the total area 
surveyed. Based on these findings, immediate 
control operations were undertaken to prevent 
further spread of the pest and minimize crop 
losses. A total of 26,593 hectares was treated, 
with 1,818 hectares managed through 
traditional control methods and 24,775 
hectares treated using chemical control. In 
support of the chemical operations, 20,986 
liters of pesticide were applied across the 
affected areas. 
 
4.2.2 Kenya 
There were no reports of African Armyworm in 
the country during the month of June. 
However, minimal monitoring of the pest 
using pheromone traps is still continuing in 

the 12 primary outbreak counties. This is 
because of inadequate lures.   
 
In Other member countries the African 
armyworm situation remains calm.  
 
Forecast 
 
During July, 2026 Armyworm are expected at 
the areas where early crops and pasturelands 
are green in Northern Ethiopia and North 
Eastern highlands and Lake Victoria zones, in 
Tanzania and Makueni and Taita Taveta 
counties in Kenya. 
  
Close monitoring using pheromone traps is 
recommended. 
 
4.3 Fall Armyworm (FAW) 

(Spodoptera frugiperda) 
Member Countries reported the presence of 
Fall Armyworm in all irrigated maize and 
sorghum growing areas during June 2026. 
However, there are no detailed reports.  
 
4.4 Tsetse Fly (Glossina spp.) 
No reports received about Tsetse flies and the 
associated diseases during June 2026. 
 
 
 
CIFO  
For the Director, DLCO-EA 
July 9, 2026 
www.dlco-ea.org 


