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In the Central Region: During April, light to moderate rains fell at times in northeast Saudi
Arabia, extending to central and south interior areas, and in Qatar and UAE. In Yemen, heavy
rains fell throughout the interior on 14-24 April, causing floods in Marin, Bayhan, Shawbah,
Wadi Hadrmaut and Al Maharah. Heavy rains fell throughout most of Djibouti on the 20" and
21* where 80 mm fell in the capital, nearly half its annual average, 100 mm near Art and 60
mm in the south near Ali Sabieh, causing flooding. In East Africa, heavy rains fell in southern
Ethiopia and near Dire Dawa during the first dekad (10 days). Widespread rains fell during the
second dekad in Kenya, Ethiopia as far as north as Amhara region, southern and in
northwestern Somalia. During the third dekad, the rains intensified and spread further in all
areas of Somalia and throughout Ethiopia as far north as Dire Dawa. Consequently, breeding
conditions remained favourable and will continue for the next few months. (FAO DL Bulletin No.

499).

1.0 WEATHER AND ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS HIGHLIGHTS

1.1  Djibouti

On 20™ and 21 of April, heavy rains fell
throughout the country where 80mm fell in the
capital, 100 mm near Arta and 60 mm in the south;
near Ali Sabieh, causing flooding. Consequently, it
is likely that the vegetation status to improve and
be favourable for locust breeding in the coming
months. Temperature also oscillated between 31°C
at night and 33’ C during day time.

1.2  Eritrea
During the second half of April, moderate to heavy

rains fell the Southern Red Sea coastal plains and in
some locations in the Southern Zone. Property and

some infrastructure damages were also
reported in areas south of the Port City of Assab
due to flooding. Vegetation in the south-central
Red Sea coast (Ghelealo, Buri Peninsula)
remained green and dense creating favourable
ecological conditions for locust breeding.
Except for few locations which remained wet in
the northern coastal areas, generally, soil
continued to dry out and remained
unfavourable for locust breeding during the
month.

1.3 Ethiopia

During April, humid, sunny and rainy weather
conditions prevailed in almost all parts of the
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country. Consequently, light to heavy rains were
reported during the beginning of the first dekad,
and the second and third dekads of the month in
south Oromiya, Southern Nation and Nationalities
Peoples Region and in some parts in the east.
Annual and perennial vegetation were green and
soil was wet in most of the above indicated regions
where current Desert Locust infestations are
occurring.

RAINFALL (mm) during April

Dire Dawa

Date (0936N/4150E) Remark

1 24.0

12 15.0

14 23.0

16 9.4

18 31.0

20 6.0

22 10.5

23 0.5

24 53.0

25 4.0

28 5.5
Total 181.9
1.4 Kenya

During April, moderate to heavy rains and flooding
have continued in most parts of the country. It was
reported that mainly 12 Counties which are located
in the northwestern, western and Rift Valley have
been severely affected by heavy rains, floods and
landslides. Some roads and cropping lands washed
and numerous houses submerged/demolished as
the result of the heavy downpours and flooding. In
addition, thousands of people have been affected
by flooding and mudslides, which also have left
them homeless in some of the counties. However,
this situation has created favourable ecological
conditions for Desert Locusts to breed further.

1.5 Somalia

Widespread moderate to heavy rains fell during
the second and third dekads of April in the
southern, central and northern parts of the
Country. This will likely create favourable
ecological conditions for further breeding and
developments of Desert Locusts in the country.

1.6 Sudan

During April, vegetation was dry in the Desert
Locust breeding areas along the Red Sea
coastal plains with the exception of few patches
which remained green in Tokar Delta and in the
southern coast. Vegetation remained green in
the summer breeding areas along both sides of
the River Nile banks and in irrigated areas.

Consequently, ecological conditions became
unfavourable for Desert Locust breeding along
the coastal plains while it remained favourable
along River Nile and irrigated areas.

1.7 Tanzania

During April, moderate to heavy rains and
flooding have continued in most parts of the
country including the northern coast of the
Indian Ocean which were severely affected by
floods with roads and numerous houses
submerged/demolished. In addition, thousands
of people have been affected by flooding and
mudslides in many regions of the country,
which have also left them homeless. An
estimated of 15,000 ha of different types of
crops were also flooded and some had
completely swept away in Kilimanjaro and Moshi
regions.

Due to the continuous rainfalls, vegetation
including crops and pastures remained green in
most parts of the country.

1.8 Uganda
During April, most parts of the country

continued to receive moderate to heavy amount
of rainfalls, with the central region received
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above normal rains resulting into Lake Victoria
rising waters and extending its banks in many
places.

As the result of the continued rainfalls, the
vegetation also remained very green in wider parts
of the Country.

2.0 DESERT LOCUST (Schistocerca gregaria)
SITUATION DURING APRIL AND
FORECAST UNTIL MID-JUNE, 2020

2.1 Djibouti

On 5" April, mature swarm was seen flying in the
southwest near Asa-Eyla (1100N/4206E).

Forecast:

Few mature groups and small swarms may appear
between Asa-Eyla and Obock, and breed in areas of
recent flooding.

2.2 Eritrea

During April, survey was not conducted and no
locusts were reported in the Red Sea coastal plains.
However, small size swarm covering 10 ha crossed
to the southern parts of Eritrea on
10" April, which likely originated from Ethiopia and
was successfully controlled on 11 near Tokondae
village in the Adikeyih Sub-Zone.

Forecast:

A few swarms from adjacent areas of northern
Ethiopia may arrive in the south and in the western
lowlands at the end of the forecast period.

2.3 Ethiopia

During April, the Desert Locust situation remained
very serious as breeding continued in eastern (Dire
Dawa), Somali, Oromia (Borena Zone) and SNNPR
(Konso and South Omo Zone) Regions of the
country.

Large size mature swarms migrated from Somalia
to eastern Ethiopia through Ayisha, Jijiga, Denbel,

Awbere, Kebridehar, Elkere, and Gode Districts
of the Somali region. Egg laying, hatching and
hopper bands were reported around Bale and
Borena in Oromia region and also in south Omo
in SNNPR.

Ground survey was conducted on 130,813
hectares and 27 immature and 11 mature
swarms, and solitaries and scattered, transient,
gregarious and groups of hoppers bands were
found in several locations.

Consequently, aerial and ground control
operations against immature and mature
swarms and hopper bands have been

conducted on 19,121 hectares of infestation;
out of which 17,700 was by air. (2,000 hectares
were sprayed by a DLCO-EA aircraft, which was
in the operation from 5™ to 30" of April. Total
flight hours 14:50).

Forecast:

As more swarms mature in the south, another
generation of breeding will occur in SNNPR and
is expected to extend over a widespread
portion of Oromiya, including the Ogaden,
where hatching and hopper band formation will
occur during May with new swarms forming
from mid-June onwards. In the Somali region,
immature swarms will start to form in mid-May
and mature although some swarms could move
northwards to Afar and Amhara and east to
northern Somalia.

2.4 Somalia

During April, scattered mature and immature
solitarius present on the northwest coast where
copulating was seen near Bulhar
(1023N/4425E), including a few groups. On the
plateau, dense early instar hopper groups were
seen in Xariirat district near the Ethiopian
border west of Boroma (0956N/4313E).
A mature swarm from adjacent areas of
Ethiopia was seen nearby on the 20". Ground
teams treated 600 ha with bio-pesticides. Adults
were laying northeast of Burao (0931N/4533E).
In central areas, breeding occurred in
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northeastern Galkayo region where hoppers and
groups were present Northeast of Xamur
(0713N/4851E). Scattered mature solitarious adults
and a few hoppers were present in Galguduud
region near Dusa Mareb (0532N/4623E). The
situation in the south remains unclear.
(0202N/4520E). (FAO Bulletin No. 499).

Forecast:

Locust numbers will continue to increase in the
northwest from breeding on the coast and plateau
where hopper bands will form, giving rise to adult
groups and small swarms in June. A similar
situation is likely to occur in areas of recent rains in
the northeast, centre and south.

2.5 Sudan

During April, ground survey was conducted by PPD
staff along the Red Sea coast and sub-coastal areas
in Wadi Oko (2027N/3543E) and Eldaieb. Surveys
were also extended to the summer breeding areas
in the Northern and River Nile States.
Consequently, low density scattered
mature/immature adults were seen in Edlepa,
Karora, Shabri (1745N/3821E), Marmer, Aowblay
(1755N/3820E) and Balatat (1758N/3824E).
Scattered mature adults were also detected in
many basins of Tokar Delta (1827N/3741E)
Scattered adults were also seen in the Central coast
at Gboal.

In River Nile and Northern States, scattered adults
of low density were seen in El-Damer, UmJawser
and Karima.

Forecast:

Small-scale breeding could occur in the Nile Valley.
A few swarms from the Arabian Peninsula may
arrive in summer breeding areas after mid-May and
from East Africa at the end of the forecast period.

2.6 Kenya
During April, numerous first generation medium to

large sizes of hopper bands continued to develop
and fledge mainly in Samburu, Marsabit, Isiolo,

Laikipia and Turkana Counties. By the 3™ week
of April, some swarms started to mature and by
the end of the 4™ week, copulating and laying
started in some locations in the above indicated
counties.

It is also likely that the intensive ground and
aerial control operations which continued
throughout the month have decreased the
number of the swarms; however, the
seriousness of the locust infestation still exists.
Ground and aerial control operations treated an
estimated of 14,637 ha of which, 13,460 ha
were by air.

Forecast:

Locust numbers will concentrate and breed
manly in Turkana, Marsabit, Samburu and, to a
lesser extent, in Isiolo and Mandera where
laying hatching and band formation will occur
in May, giving rise to a new second generation
of immature swarms by mid-June.

2.7 Uganda, South Sudan and Tanzania

Uganda: During April, aerial and ground
control operations by a DLCO-EA aircraft and
UPDF conducted on maturing Desert Locust
swarms. Aerial control operations by a DLCO-EA
aircraft was conducted between 12" and 15™ of
April in Karenga (0342N//3342E) and in two
locations in Kaabong (0335N/3411E,
3405N/3401E) however, another swarm which
was located in Kaabang 0333N/3407E) on
16" was not sprayed due to unfavourable
terrain. During the aerial operations, 740 litres
of Sumithion 96% ULV was applied on an
estimated of 1,100 ha.

Forecast:

Limited egg-laying may have occurred in a few
places of the northeast, which would give rise
to hopper bands during the forecast period.
A few swarms are likely to arrive from western
Kenya in the northeast and continue
northwards.
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South Sudan:

On 8-12 April, several immature and mature
swarms from northeast Uganda arrived in the
southeast near Loboni Payam (0350N/3244E) and
continued north to Magwi (0408N/3218E) in
Eastern Equatoria. (FAO DL Bulletin No. 499).

Forecast:

A few swarms could arrive in Eastern Equatoria and
continue northwards.

Tanzania:

No locusts were reported.

Forecast:

No significant developments are likely.

3.0 DESERT LOCUST SITUATION IN THE
CENTRAL AND OTHER REGIONS
(Extracted from FAO DL Bulletin No. 499)

Central Region:

Control operations against hopper bands and new
generation immature swarms in Kenya (14,637 ha
treated), and Ethiopia (19,121 ha); a few swarms
in South Sudan, Uganda and Djibouti; hopper
groups on northern and central Somalia (600 ha).
Hopper bands in northeast Saudi Arabia (29,868
ha) and UAE (1,320 ha); swarms and bands in Iraq
(815 ha); hopper and adult groups with breeding in
Oman (4,147 ha); swarm breeding in Yemen
interior; a few swarms on Yemen/Oman border;
scattered adults in Sudan and Egypt.

Western Region:

Isolated locusts reported in Algeria, Morocco and
northern Mali.

Eastern Region:
Hopper bands in the southwest Iran and adult

group laying in southeast (98,658 ha treated).
Hopper and adult groups in Baluchistan,, Pakistan

(50,289 ha treated). Adult groups laying in
southwest Afghanistan (20 ha treated).

4.0 OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS

4.1 Red-billed Quelea birds (Quelea quelea
sp.)

4.1.1 Kenya

Incidences not reported.

4.1.2 Tanzania

During April, a DLCO-EA aircraft conducted
control operations in six regions of the country;
Mwanza, Tabora, Shinyanga, Dodoma, Singida
and Iringa. The birds which were roosting on
975 hectares of bushes were feeding on
Sorghum, Rice and Millet crops. 825 liters of
Bathion 60% was sprayed during the control
operations.

4.1.3 Ethiopia

Incidences not reported.

4.1.4 Eritrea

Monthly report not received.

4.1.5 Sudan

Monthly, report not received.

4.1.6 Uganda

Incidences not reported.

4.2  African Armyworm (Spodoptera
exempta)

4.2.1 Tanzania
African Armyworm

Incidences not reported.
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Fall Armyworm (FAW)

Infestations and heavy losses were reported in
many Maize growing locations of the country.

4.2.2 Uganda

African Armyworm
Incidences not reported.
Fall Armyworm (FAW)
Incidences not reported.
4.2.3 Eritrea

African Armyworm
Monthly report not received.
Fall Armyworm

Monthly report not received and the situation is
unknown.

4.2.4 Ethiopia
African Armyworm
Incidences not reported.
Fall Armyworm
Incidences not reported.
425 Kenya

African Armyworm
Report not received.
Fall Armyworm

Report not received.

Forecast until end of May, 2020
African Armyworm:

There is less probability that infestation to
appear in the breeding areas during May.

Fall Armyworm

Fall Armyworm infestations are likely to
continue widely during May in all previously
affected Member Countries and feed on
irrigated and the long rain seasonal Maize and
Sorghum  crops.  Consequently,  Member
Countries are highly advised to continue
monitoring of moth movements for early
detections and control of the worms.

4.3 Tsetse fly (Glossina spp.)
4.3.1 Uganda
4.3.1.1 Tsetse Flies:

Incidences not reported.

CIFO
For Director
6™ May, 2020

For more information about the Organization,
Please visit DLCO-EA’s Website: www.dlco-ea.org
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