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1.0   WEATHER   AND ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS HIGHLIGHTS

1.1 Djibouti  
 
Light to moderate rains fell during the second dec-
ade of April mainly in areas bordering northern 
Somalia and eastern Ethiopia. 
 
1.2   Eritrea 
 
Light rains fell on the Red Sea coastal plains, the 
western lowlands and the central highlands early 
during April however, moderate to heavy rains fell 
throughout the country during the second decade. 
Vegetation was dry in most of the coastal plains 
while it has started greening in the high and west-
ern lowlands.  
 
1.3   Ethiopia 

 
During April, sunny, cloudy and rainy weather 
conditions prevailed all over the country. Some 
locations in the east, south, Dire Dawa administra-
tion Council and other surrounding Desert Locust 
breeding locations have received light to moderate 
rainfall. Generally, annual vegetation started 
greening, perennial remained green and soil was 
wet in areas where rain fell, creating favourable 
ecological conditions for Desert Locust breeding. 
 
 RAINFALL data (mm) 
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Dire Dawa 
(0936N/4150E) 

 
Remark

12/04/21 10.0  

17 4.5  

In the Central Region: In east Africa, southerly winds progressed northwards during the month, bringing 
light to moderate rains showers in northeast Kenya during the first two decades with light showers at times 
in Turkana county in the northwest. The rains extended over southern Ethiopia, reaching the Bale moun-
tains during the first decade and Dire Dawa and northwest Somalia during the second decade as well as 
parts of the Somali region in eastern Ethiopia and adjacent areas of central Somalia. By the end of the 
month, southerly winds were established over most of the Horn Africa, having reached northern Somalia. 
Light to moderate rains fell during the third decade on the plateau and northeast Somalia with heavier rain-
fall in northwest as showers continued in eastern Ethiopia. Consequently, breeding conditions were favor-
able in southern and eastern Oromia, extending east to the lowlands near Kebri Dehar in the Somali region 
of Ethiopia. Conditions were improving on the plateau in northern Somalia. In Yemen, moderate to heavy 
rains fell throughout the interior on 25-29 April, causing flooding in some areas.The rains fell from Marib 
and Alaq to Wadi Hadramaut, exetnding to the plateau between Minwakh and Thamud , and reaching the 
southern edge of the Empty Quarter. Lighter showers fell along parts of the southern coast. Consequently, 
breeding conditions are expected  to improve in the interior(FAO DL bulletin No. 511).  
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1.4    Kenya  
 
During April, rainfall intensified and light to heavy 
rains fell in some parts of the country. Annual ve-
getation continued greening and perennials re-
mained green in vast areas of the country, creating 
favourable ecological conditions for Desert Locust 
breeding and developments. 

1.5   Somalia   

During the third decade of April, light to moderate 
rains fell in the northern and the central sector of 
the country. Heavier rains also fell mainly in the 
northeastern and western parts of the country dur-
ing the same period. Consequently, vegetation 
started greening in some locations, creating fa-
vourable ecological conditions for breeding.   
 
1.6    Sudan 

During the last decade of April, light rains fell in 
the central Red Sea coastal areas. The vegetation 
cover varied from green to drying with wet soil 
particularly at the central coast and Tokar Delta.  
At the southern coast, dry conditions prevailed, 
and in the summer breeding areas, vegetation cover 
was green mainly along the River Nile, Atbara sea-
sonal River and irrigated schemes. Other Desert 
Locust breeding locations remained dry during the 
month. 
 
1.7      Tanzania  
 
Increased moderate to heavy rainfalls witnessed 
during April in most parts of the country. This has 
caused water levels in rivers and lakes to rise 
and many crops mainly in the lowland locations 
are affected and wiped out by flooding. Conse-
quently, vegetation countrywide was greening 
and green during April.  
 
1.8        Uganda         
 

During April, the central, eastern and northeastern 
parts of the country received light showers while 
some parts in the southwestern recorded moderate 
rainfalls. Vegetation continued greening in areas 
where rainfall occurred.  
 
2.0 Desert Locust (Schistocerca gregaria) 
situation during April and forecast until 
mid-June, 2021 
 
2.1   Djibouti 
 
No locusts were reported during April. 
Forecast:	 There	 remains	 a	 low	 risk	 of	 a	 few	
swarms	appearing	in	the	south	at	times	from	ad‐
jacent	areas	of	Ethiopia	and	northwest	Somalia.		
 
2.2    Eritrea 
 
During April, ground surveys were conducted and 
no locusts were detected on the Red Sea coastal 
plains.  
Forecast:	No	significant	developments	are	likely. 
 
2.3				Ethiopia 

 
During April, late rainfall has favoured the maturi-
ty of swarms and groups, which have been per-
sisted in Jarar (0748N/4302E) and Fafen 
(0858N/4342E) in the Somali region, east Hararghe 
(0914N/4220E) and Bale (Oromia) zones. In addi-
tion, the immature swarms which entered from 
Somaliland have matured and started to copulate 
and lay eggs from the beginning of the third dec-
ade of the month in eastern Oromia and Somali 
regions.   
Control teams treated 14,370 ha of which 12,620 
ha were by air.  
Forecast:	 Swarm	 laying	 is	 expected	 to	 increase	
in	eastern	Oromia	and	north	of	the	Shebelle	River	
in	Somali	region	during	May.	Breeding	could	also	
take	 place	 in	 southern	 Oromia	 and	 Somali	 re‐
gions.	 Hatching	 should	 commence	 from	 early	
May	 onwards,	 giving	 rise	 to	 hopper	 bands	 that	
would	start	to	fledge	after	mid‐June.	
	
2.4  Somalia 
 
During April, a few swarms persisted and re-
mained immature in the northeast mainly near Ga-
rowe (0824N/4141E) but also north to Gardo 
(0930N/4905E), south to Galkayo (0646N/4725E), 
and west to Las Anod (0828N/4721E). Immature 
adult groups were seen near Erigavo 
(1040N/4720E) and scattered immature and mature 
adults were present on the plateau further west to 



Burco (0931N/4533E). In the northwest, immature 
and mature swarms from adjacent areas of Ethiopia 
appeared on the plateau between Hargeisa 
(0931N/4402E) and Boroma (0956N/4313E) on 
26-27 April. 
Control operations treated 5,120 ha of which 1,510 
ha were by air. (FAO	DL	bulletin	No.	511).	
Forecast: Swarm breeding is likely to occur during 
May in parts of the northern plateau that received 
recent rain. This will give rise to hatching and 
band formation from mid-May onwards.     
	
2.5    Sudan 
 
At the central and southern Red Sea coast mainly, 
south of Suakin (1908N/3717E) and Tokar Delta 
(1827N/3741E), aerial and ground control opera-
tions continued against 1

st
 - 5

th
 instar hopper 

bands, hopper groups and fledglings. In addition, 
few hopper bands were controlled at Gamaroutah 
in the southern coast. Low density scattered imma-
ture/mature solitarious adults were also detected in 
areas near Suakin and south of Agig.  
In the River Nile state, low density scattered ma-
ture adults were reported at two locations; east El-
Damer and Elmokabrab.  
During April, control operations treated 4,640 ha 
of which 2,950 ha by air using 2,864 litres of in-
secticide. 
Forecast:	 A	 limited	 number	 of	 small	 groups	 of	
adults	may	 form	 on	 the	Red	 Sea	 coast	 between	
Suakin	and	Tokar.	As	conditions	dry	out	 further,	
the	 adults	 are	 likely	 to	move	 inland	 to	 the	Nile	
and	Atbara	River	valleys.	
	
2.6   Kenya 

During April, only a few small immature and ma-
turing swarms remained in areas between Sambu-
ru, Nakuru, Laikepia and Turkana counties. Con-
trol operations treated 136 ha by air during April. 

Forecast:	A	few	residual	infestations	may	remain	
near	 the	Rift	Valley	and	 in	parts	of	 the	north.	 If	
so,	limited	breeding	could	occur	in	sandy	areas	of	
the	 northern	 counties	 that	 have	 received	 recent	
rainfall,	 causing	 low	 numbers	 of	 small	 hopper	
groups	and	bands	to	form.	

2.7			Uganda,	South	Sudan	and	Tanzania	

Uganda: During April, no locusts were reported 
and situation remained calm.  

Forecast:	No	significant	developments	are	likely.	

South	 Sudan:	 During April, no locusts were re-
ported and situation remained calm. 

Forecast:	No	significant	developments	are	likely	

Tanzania: During April, no locusts were reported 
and situation remained calm. 

Forecast: No	significant	developments	are	likely 

7. Desert	 Locust	 situation	 in	 the	 central	 and	
other	 regions	 (Extracted	from	FAO	DL	Bulletin	No.	
511)	

Central Region: Swarms decline in Kenya (136 ha 
treated), become mature in Ethiopia (14,370 ha) 
and start laying while some move to NW Somalia, 
and those in NE Somalia (5,120 ha) remain imma-
ture; an immature swarm in northeast Tanzania. 
Groups and bands fledge on the Red Sea coast of 
Sudan (4,640 ha). Widespread hatching and bands 
in Saudi Arabia (8,250 ha) interior, fledging and 
immature adult groups form at end of the month. 
Strong southerly winds carry mature adult groups 
and small swarms from Saudi Arabia to Iraq (140 
ha), Jordan (1,500 ha), Syria (2,867 ha), Lebanon 
(406 ha), Israel and Sinai in Egypt (307 ha). Imma-
ture adult groups and small swarms form in Saudi 
Arabia interior that could move to Yemen, coun-
tries along the Persian Gulf and, during southerly 
winds, to Jordan and Iraq; breeding in Yemen inte-
rior 
 
Western Region: Local breeding in Algeria and 
scattered adults in northern Mali. 
 
Eastern Region: Hatching and band formation in 
southwest Iran (4,718 ha treated). 
 
4.0      OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS 
 
4.1  Red-billed Quelea birds (Queleaquelea sp.) 
 
4.1.1   Kenya 
 
During April, Quelea incidences have been re-
ported in Moya Rice growing scheme. 
 
4.1.2    Tanzania   
 
During April, a DLCO-EA aircraft treated 44.6 
million birds on 685 ha in Geita, Mwanza, Shi-
nyanga, Singida, Tabora, Dodoma, Iringa, Mbeya, 
Manyara and Morogoro regions. The birds were 
threatening and feeding on Sorghum and Rice 
crops. 
 
1.3   Ethiopia  
 



During April, incidences were reported and aerial 
control operations by a DLCO-EA aircraft were 
conducted in different locations mainly in the cen-
tral Rift Valley, Oromia region.  During the control 
operations, an estimated of 19.5 million birds on 4 
roosting sites, which were also covering 385 ha 
were sprayed using 770 liters of Bathion 60% 
ULV.   
 
4.1.4  Eritrea  
 
Monthly report not received. 
 
4.1.5  Sudan 
 
Monthly, report not received.  
 
4.1.6   Uganda     
 
Incidences were not reported. 
 
4.2African Armyworm (Spodoptera exempta) 
 
4.2.1   Tanzania 
	
African	Armyworm 
 
Incidences were not reported. 
 
Fall	Armyworm	(FAW)		
	
Fall Armyworms infestations continued in all 
Maize growing areas of the country during April 
 
4.2.2				Uganda	
African	Armyworm 
 
Incidences were not reported. 
 
Fall	Armyworm	(FAW) 
 
Incidences were not reported.	
	
4.2.3			Eritrea	
	
African	Armyworm	
 
Monthly report not received. 
	
Fall	Armyworm	
	
Monthly report not received.  
	
4.2.4			Ethiopia	
 
African	Armyworm	

	
Incidences not reported. 
 
Fall	Armyworm	
 
Incidences not reported. 
 
4.2.5   Kenya  
 
African Armyworm 
 
Report not received. 
 
Fall Armyworm 
 
Report not received. 
 
Forecast until end of May, 2021 
 
African Armyworm: 
 
It is less likely that infestation to appear in the re-
gion.  
 
Fall Armyworm 
 
Fall Armyworm infestations are likely to continue 
widely appearing on Maize and Sorghum crops 
during May as the planting season has started in 
most of the member countries. Consequently, 
member countries are highly advised to continue 
monitoring of moth movements and early infesta-
tions for timely interventions.  
 
4.3   Tsetse fly (Glossina spp.) 
 
4.3.1    Uganda  
 
4.3.1.1		Tsetse	flies:		
 

Incidences were not reported. 
 
For Director 
Mehari Tesfayohannes 
 
CIFO, DLCO-EA 

06May, 2021 
 

      For more information about the    
      Organization, Please visit DLCO-EA's  
      Website: www.dlco-ea.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Desert Locust situation in East Africa and the cen-
tral region during April 

 
 
                
 
RAINFALL situation April, 2021 
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