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DESERT LOCUST AND OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS’ SITUATION REPORT       

FOR AUGUST, 2026 

Summary 
Desert Locust (Schistocerca gregaria) 
 
In August 2026, the Desert Locust situation remained calm across the region. No locust activity 
was reported in Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan, Tanzania, and Uganda, with 
regional focal persons, scouts, and field reports confirming the absence of infestations in the major 
breeding areas.  In Sudan, regular survey was conducted on approximately 27,200 hectares 
across the River Nile, Northern, and Red Sea States, but no Desert Locusts were detected. Overall, 
the region remained free from significant Desert Locust activity during the month, with continued 
surveillance maintained as a precaution. 
 
Quelea Bird (Quelea qulea) 
  
During August 2026, Quelea bird activity was reported in Ethiopia and Tanzania.  In Ethiopia, 
survey and control operations were conducted in Babile and Medega Lola districts of East 
Hararghe Zone, Oromia Region, where an estimated 8 million Quelea birds were controlled on a 
total of 57 hectares using 114 liters of Bathion 64% ULV.  
 
In Tanzania, Quelea birds were reported in Mvomero District, Morogoro Region, particularly 
around irrigated rice growing areas where water is available throughout much of the year.  Surveys 
are ongoing to determine the extent and magnitude of the bird population and guide appropriate 
control measures 
 
All other member countries remained free from Quelea bird infestations during the reporting 
period 
 
African Armyworm (Spodoptera exempta)  
 
In August 2026, African armyworm survey was conducted in Tigray Region, Ethiopia, covered 
8,924 ha of pastureland and cereal crops.  Infestations were recorded on 1,280 ha, of which 
1,138 ha were treated through cultural and chemical control measures, using 532 L of pesticide. 
 
All other member countries remained free from Quelea bird infestations during the reporting 
period. 
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WEATHER AND ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS HIGHLIGHTS 
  
 
1. Djibouti 
Djibouti experienced predominantly hot and 
dry weather, with very high temperatures and 
limited rainfall across much of the country.  
 
Available station data for Djibouti City indicate 
a monthly mean temperature of about 36.6°C, 
while rainfall was extremely limited, with the 
station recording no measurable rainfall 
during the month. 
 
2. Eritrea 

Eritrea weather varied considerably by 
location, with rainfall concentrated mainly in 
the western and highland areas, while many 
eastern and coastal areas remained relatively 
dry. Moderate to high rainfall were recorded in 
parts of western Eritrea, with some areas 
experiencing wetter than normal conditions, 
although other parts of the country recorded 
little or no rainfall.  
 
3. Ethiopia 
Ethiopia experienced generally sunny and 
rainy weather, with moderate Kiremt rainfall 
improving vegetation and soil-moisture 
conditions across many northern, 
northwestern, central, western, and eastern 
areas. However, rainfall remained limited in 
Afar, Somali, and southern Oromia, where 
vegetation was sparse or dry. 
 
4. Kenya 
The country experienced generally sunny and 
dry conditions across most parts of during the 
month of August. Central highlands 
experienced chilly mornings, intermittent cool 
and cloudy conditions and occasional light 
drizzles.  Parts of western Kenya, the Rift 
Valley and some parts of the coastal strips 
recorded near-average to below-average 
rainfall, while arid and semi-arid lands 
remained largely dry with strong south- 
easterly winds. The country largely 

experienced warmer than average daytime 
temperatures, highlands east of Rift Valley and 
southeastern lowlands experienced cold/cool 
temperatures which were slightly warmer than 
the August average.     
 
5. Somalia 
Dry and warm conditions dominated Somalia 
during August 2026, with rainfall remaining 
limited and unevenly distributed across the 
country.  The main rainy season had largely 
weakened.  Localized showers were observed 
in parts of the southern and central areas, 
providing temporary improvements in soil 
moisture and vegetation. Most northern and 
northeastern areas remained relatively dry, 
with sparse vegetation and limited surface 
moisture. Ecological conditions were generally 
unfavorable for Desert Locust development. 
 
6. South Sudan 
During August 2026, South Sudan generally 
experienced warm and humid conditions with 
seasonal rainfall across much of the country, 
although rainfall amounts varied considerably 
by location.  It was observed that moderate to 
high rainfall occurred in several parts of the 
country, particularly during the middle of the 
month, while some areas received lower 
amounts. Northern South Sudan experienced 
wetter-than-normal conditions, whereas some 
parts of the country had near-normal or 
relatively drier conditions. 
 
7. Sudan 
The Sudan Meteorological Authority reported 
moderate to heavy rainfall in southern, central, 
eastern and western parts of the country, 
particularly across Darfur, Kordofan, Blue 
Nile, Sennar, Gedaref and parts of Kassala, 
while the Red Sea, River Nile and Northern 
States remained much hotter and generally 
drier.  
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8. Tanzania  
For the month of August 2026, Tanzania 
experienced a very dry cool season with most 
of the country receiving minimal to no rainfall.   
 
According to reports from the Tanzania 
Meteorological Authority (TMA), the cool 
June-August period was mostly dry, though 
occasional out-of-season light showers 
occurred in isolated areas in the coastal belt 
especially in Dar es Salaam and in North 
Eastern highlands. Otherwise, the Country-
wide averages showed virtually zero or 
minimal accumulation, typical for the peak of 
the dry season. 
 
Vegetation outlook countrywide is on drying 
except some isolated elevated parts. 
 
9. Uganda 
The Uganda Department of Meteorological 
Services of the Ministry of Water and 
Environment released information to the press 
warning of heavy rains starting from late 
August or early September 2026 up to early 
months of the year 2027, with increased 
likelihoods of an El Nino. Localized showers 
and thunderstorms were recorded in some 
places particularly in northern Uganda, 
Central and mountainous areas of South 
Western Uganda. The dry, hot and sunny 
conditions continued in most parts of Western 
region, parts of Eastern region and Central 
region, not fully realizing the heavy rains as 
earlier predicted. Overall, temperatures 
remained warmer than average in most places. 
The starting days of the month of September 
2026 are still expected to be hot and sunny, 
with temperatures in the low-to-mid 30s °C, 
and higher chances of isolated afternoon 
thunderstorms or showers in western, 
mountainous, central and northern areas 
(https://www.mwe.go.ug/weather). 
 
The Vegetation was a mixture of brown and 
green in most parts of Lake Victoria Basin, 
Northern and Eastern parts of the Country and 
largely greening in several parts of western and 
South Western Uganda. 

 
2.0 DESERT LOCUST (Schistocerca 

gregaria) SITUATION 
 
2.1  Djibouti  
 

During the month of August 2026, the locust 
situation in the Republic of Djibouti remained 
calm.  
 
Forecast  
No locust development will be expected in the 
forecast period. 
 
2.2 Eritrea 
Desert Locust situation remained calm 
throughout Eritrea in August 2026. Though no 
survey was conducted, the experts and scouts 
reported absence of locusts during the month. 
 
Forecast  
During the forecast period, localized summer 
breeding of Desert Locusts may occur in the 
western lowlands and along the Red Sea 
coast, where ecological conditions are 
expected to become favorable for breeding 
and development. Regular surveys and close 
field monitoring should therefore be 
maintained in both areas to facilitate early 
detection and timely response to any 
emerging populations. 
                                                                                                                              
2.3 Ethiopia  
The Desert Locust situation remained calm 
across Ethiopia’s summer breeding areas 
during August 2026. Although no formal 
surveys were conducted, reports from regional 
Desert Locust focal persons and scouts 
confirmed no locust presence in the major 
summer breeding areas. Continued field 
monitoring remains important to ensure early 
detection of any emerging populations, 
particularly where ecological conditions 
become favorable for breeding. 
 

 
 
Forecast 
The Desert Locust situation is expected to 
remain generally calm in September 2026. 
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However, continued close monitoring is 
necessary around areas where rainfall was 
recorded. 
 
2.4 Somalia 
 
The Desert Locust situation remained calm 
during August 2026. Though no surveys were 
carried out, reports provided by district focal 
persons, scouts, and regional extension officers 
confirmed absence of Desert Locusts in the 
coastal, sub-coastal, and inland breeding areas 
of the northwest and northeast regions.  
 
Forecast 
 

As the summer breeding areas are becoming 
unfavorable for locust breeding, no 
significant development is expected in 
September 2026. 
 
2.5 Sudan  
 
The Desert Locust situation remained calm in 
Sudan during August 2026, with no locusts 
detected during surveys. Survey operations 
covered the summer breeding areas of River 
Nile and Northern States, as well as the 
summer breeding belt of Red Sea State, 
covering approximately 27,200 ha. During 
survey ecological conditions were found 
generally unfavorable for locust breeding and 
development, although relatively favorable 
conditions persisted along River Nile and in 
irrigated schemes. 
 
Forecast 
Due to the prevailing unfavorable ecological 
conditions, no significant development of 
Desert Locust populations is expected in the 
summer breeding areas. Nevertheless, 
continued Desert Locust monitoring is 
recommended during the forecast period, 
particularly along the banks of River Nile and 
in irrigated schemes. 
 
2.6 Kenya Uganda, South Sudan and 

Tanzania 
The above member countries were free of 
Desert Locust in August, 2026. 

 
Forecast  
No locust development expected during the 
forecast period 
 
3.0 DESERT LOCUST SITUATION IN 
THE CENTRAL AND OTHER REGIONS 
(FAO DL bulletin No. 575 5 September 2026 
(www.fao.org/ag/locusts) 
  
In August, the grouping locust populations 
declined compared to the previous months in 
the Western Region. However, a few groups, 
and mainly isolated adults and hoppers, were 
present. A few adult groups were seen in 
southeastern Algeria and southwestern Libya, 
where transiens hoppers were detected and 
isolated adults were present. In Mauritania, 
increasing solitarious adult populations 
continued to be seen, and isolated hoppers 
were observed. Solitarious adults were seen at 
somesites in northern Niger and at many 
locations in Chad. No locusts were seen in 
Morocco since mid-July, and no more locusts 
were reported elsewhere. In the Central 
Region, there was an unconfirmed report of 
adult groups in the interior of Yemen, and no 
locusts were seen in Egypt, Sudan, Saudi 
Arabia and Oman. In the Eastern Region, no 
locusts were seen in Iran, Pakistan and India. 
During the forecast period, increasing 
populations will appear in the southern part of 
the Western Region, where summer breeding 
is expected to increase in Mauritania, southern 
Algeria, northern Mali, Niger, Chad and 
southwestern Libya. Hopper and adult groups 
may form by the end of the forecast period. 
Surveys should continue at high intensity in 
the summer breeding areas of these countries, 
where preventive control operations may be 
required. In the Central Region, small-scale 
summer breeding is expected to occur in the 
summer breeding areas of Sudan, western 
Eritrea, and the interior of Yemen, and winter 
breeding may commence on the Red Sea and 
Gulf of Aden coastal plains, but no significant 
developments are expected. In the Eastern 
Region, summer breeding may occur along the 

http://www.fao.org/ag/locusts
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Indo-Pakistan border; however, no significant 
developments are expected. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.0 OTHER MIGRATORY PESTS  
 

4.1  Red-billed Quelea birds (Quelea 
quelea sp.) 

 
4.1.1   Ethiopia 
 
Quelea bird survey and control operations 
were conducted in Babile and Medega Lola 
districts, East Hararghe Zone, Oromia Region 
of Ethiopia in August 2026. An estimated 8 
million birds were controlled on a total of 57 
ha using 114 L of Bathion 64% ULV. 
 
Forecast 

The bird infestation will be expected at the 
central rift valley of the country around 
Zeway, Arsi and East Shoa during the 
forecasting period. Close monitoring is 
essential.  
 
4.1.2 Tanzania 
According to Tanzania Plant Health and 
Pesticides Authority (TPHPA), these weaver 
birds are reported in Mvomero District in 
Morogoro where Irrigated rice is cultivated 
almost in a full year calendar because of plenty 
of water there. Survey for presence and the 
magnitude is going on. 
 
Forecast 
In September 2026, the bird population might 
be observed at Moshi and Babati in 
Kilimanjaro and Manyara regions 
respectively on rice and other crops.  
 
Therefore, close monitoring of the mentioned 
areas will be recommended 
 
4.1.3 Kenya 
 
There were no reports of Quelea bird 
infestations in the country during the 
reporting period.   
 
Forecast 
Small flocks of Quelea bird pest infestation 
are expected in Kiriyaga County which is 
expected to increase in the last week of 
October, due to the crop in the irrigation 
scheme will reach at the vulnerable stage. 

                Fig-1 Desert Locust situation August 2026 
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Therefore, close monitoring is recommended. 
 
4.1.4 Sudan South 
Unconfirmed report of Quelea bird infestation 
was reported at the upper Nile State. 
 
Forecast 
Close monitoring and confirmation survey 
should be conducted in Upper Nile State, 
specifically in Kodok, Fashoda, Achung, 
Adaudo, Nyiwud, Thuro-Adawdo, and 
Wunaya for initiating aerial control. 
 
4.1.4  Djibouti, Eritrea, Somalia, Sudan 

and Uganda 
 

There was no reported outbreak of Quelea 
birds in August, 2026. 
 
Forecast  
The situation remains calm in the coming 
month, though close monitoring is advised for 
Sudan and upper Nile region of South Sudan 
in the coming month. 
 
4.2 Armyworms (Spodoptera spp) 
 
4.2.1 Ethiopia 
In August 2026, African Armyworm surveys in 
Tigray Region, Ethiopia, covered 8,924 ha of 
pastureland and cereal crops. Infestations 
were recorded on 1,280 ha, of which 1,138 ha 
were treated through cultural and chemical 
control measures, using 532 L of pesticide. 
 
Forecast 
 
As this is the end of the season and crop stages 
are above knee height or at fruit setting stage 
in the norther part of the country, Armyworm 
infestation is not expected in the forecast 
period.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4.2.2 Other countries 
There were no reports of African Armyworm 
from other member countries during the 
month of August 2026.  
 
 
Forecast 
Armyworm are not expected in member 
countries during September 2026. 
 
4.3 Fall Armyworm (FAW) (Spodoptera 

frugiperda) 
 
Member Countries reported the presence of 
Fall Armyworm in all irrigated maize and 
sorghum growing areas during August 2026. 
However, there are no detailed reports. 
  
 4.3 Tsetse Fly (Glossina spp.) 
 
No reports received about Tsetse flies and the 
associated diseases during August 2026. 
 
 
 
CIFO  
For the DIRECTOR  
DLCO-EA 
September 7, 2026 
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